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ESCORT has remained the radar 
detector industry leader for over 
30 years. With the majority of the 
patents in the space, no one else 
even comes close. Now ESCORT 
has revolutionized the industry 
once again with the introduction of 
the Max series — the first and only 
detectors using High Definition (HD) 
Radar Detection technology. 

The Max, and now the Max2 
with integrated Bluetooth®, are 
like no other detectors on the 
market. Their performance is 
unmatched and backed by 
several industry awards and 
multiple accolades. 



PASSPORT Max: Separates real threat from RF interference 
for quicker and more accurate alerts 



The Max series has a sleek and 
compact industrial design. Its new 
multi-color OLED display is stunning 
and Illuminates intuitive icons that 
identify the type of threat at a glance. 
In addition, four user-selectable 
backlight colors allow you to pick a 
theme that integrates best with your 
vehicle's interior. Corresponding 
backlight buttons round out the 
visual experience. 



Maximum ticket protection 

Max $549.95 

Max2 with integrated Bluetooth $599.95 
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The Max's HD Radar Performance 
results in quicker response time 
and extremely accurate signal 
recognition. Our new receiver 
incorporates advanced military 
technology called Digital Signal 
Processing (DSP). This unique method 
enables the Max series to identify 
real threats sooner than any other 
detector, providing more advanced 
warning when you need it. 

The new Max2 adds integrated 
Bluetooth technology that allows 
you to connect seamlessly to our 
award-winning app ESCORT Live. 

Both incorporate GPS location based 
intelligence that automatically 
locks out false alerts with precision. 
DEFENDER® Database of North 
American red light and speed camera 
locations is also pre-loaded giving 
you the ultimate ticket protection. 


Take a 30-day Test Drive 
Ask about our trade-in program 

Don't just drive. . . 

Drive Smarter with ESCORT 

888.360.8571 
EscortRadar.com 
[j] Facebook.com/DriveSmarter 
Department 2I\/11065 
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RHAPSODIC The last 
time a Lincoln wore the 
Continental badge was in 
2002. The concept on our 
cover debuted in New York 
with style, swagger, gallons 
of Rhapsody Blue paint, and 
yards of chrome outside, 
inside, and even twinkling 
on the brake pedal. 
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President Lincoln 
Goes to China 


> 


Lincoln has been promising four 
new vehicles by 2016, and the stun- 
ning Continental concept on our 
cover is a tantalizing look at what 
could be the fourth, and the flagship, model. 

“The campaign has gone very, very well. 
When we had started the journey with MKZ, 
we had planned and promised four products. 
The first three were the MKZ, the MKC, and 
the MKX ... And the promise is that the fourth 
vehicle would be a sedan, which is going into 
production next year,” says Kumar Galhotra, 
president of Lincoln Motor Company. 

Many of you started asking for the return 
of the Lincoln Continental moments after 
the nameplate went away in 2002, and now 
it’s back— in glorious form. But do you know 
whom you have to thank? China. 

Lincoln is one of the most recent automo- 
tive brands to enter China, but the response 
has been remarkable. 

“We started opening stores in November. 
We opened nine last year and opened three 
more this year; we will be up to 25 stores by 
the end of this year ... up to 60 stores by the 
end of next year,” says Galhotra. “And the 
throughput on those stores has just been 



RIGHT FIT Kumar Galhotra previously led a Ford 
team seeking to introduce more than 50 new 
vehicles and powertrains to Asia and Africa. 


phenomenal. In January, three of the top 10 
stores globally were in China. And keep in 
mind they are selling only two products: the 
MKZ and MKC.” 

Brand perception has been key to Lincoln’s 
initial success. “The favorable opinion is 
actually ahead of Lexus,” says Galhotra. “The 
perception of prestige is ahead of Audi. And 
keep in mind Audi has been there a couple of 
decades and is the official state car— almost.” 

Lincoln’s rich history with heads of state 
and celebrities also plays a huge role, says 
Galhotra. “The heritage is huge. My previous 
job was head of product development in Asia 
Pacific when we first started planning for 
Lincoln [in China], so I was there for several 
research events, when we were researching 
both products and the brand. [The Chinese] 
were raising the heritage in every focus group; 
they thought of it as presidential. So much 
so that we’re calling Black Label [Lincoln’s 
premium ownership and service program] 
Presidential over there. We tested both Black 
Label and Presidential, and they were really, 
really [for] Presidential,” says Galhotra. 

“They talked about movie stars,” he 
continues. “I was impressed by how much they 
knew ... that Frank Sinatra had [a Continental 
Mark II]. I heard a story from a Chinese 
national about Elizabeth Taylor, how her studio 
had painted a Lincoln to match her eye color. 
That kind of stuff is very well-known.” 

But more important, says Galhotra, is that 
Chinese consumers demand a large sedan. 

“We launched only the MKZ and the MKC 
there, and they’re doing well. The mix of the 
C is nearly 70 percent primarily because SUVs 
as a total in the entire Chinese market are on a 
tear ... especially luxury SUVs. But for the sake 
of space and prestige, sedans still carry a bit 
of prestige in China, especially in the luxury 
market. They are very much looking forward 
to a large sedan ... Especially for people who 
have chauffeurs and ride in the back 
seat. That’s a really big deal, and we took 
that into account.” 

To be clear, Lincoln had always 
planned for the fourth vehicle to be a 
sedan, and we in the peanut gallery had 
always assumed it would be the replace- 
ment for the MKS. But to bring back the 
Continental nameplate after five alphabet- 
ized models is inspired— apparently by 
China’s nostalgia for 1960s America. ■ 
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THIS MONTH’S HOT METAL WORDS FROM OUR EDITORS GEAR, FACTS. INFO 

2016 Chevrolet Malibu 

THE NINTH-GENERATION MALIBU GETS LONGER, LIGHTER, AND BEHER 




HRST 

LOOK 





> 


Chevy took its lumps 
w’ith the last-gener- 
ation Malibu, but 
I that seems to have 
inspired the company to pull out 
all the stops for the all- new’ 2016 
Malibu. Under the seriously 
handsome new sheetmetal are 
a number of changes sure to 
appeal to customers. 

The first is right in the 


middle. The wheelbase has been 
stretched 3.6 inches, and the car 
is 2.3 inches longer overall. All 
of that extra length goes to the 
rear seat, whose size was a big 
complaint for the old car. Despite 
the size increase, Chevy says the 
new car is almost 300 pounds 
lighter than the one it replaces. 

The reduced weight should 


pay dividends when combined 
with the updates under the 
hood. The old 2.5-liter four- 
cylinder is gone, replaced by an 
all-new 1.5-liter, turbocharged 
four-cylinder. Power output was 
not available at press time, but 
Chevy says torque will be similar 
to the old engine’s 186 Ib-ft. It 
will drive the front wheels with 


a six-speed automatic trans- 
mission and achieve a Chevy- 
estimated 37 mpg highway. 

There are two ways to 
upgrade the powertrain. For the 
efficiency-minded, the all- new 
Malibu Hybrid features a modi- 
fied Chevy Volt powertrain. A 
1.5 -kilo watt-hour lithium-ion 
battery provides power for 
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Honda Civic Concept 

“THE RETURN OF THE SPORT ENTHUSIAST’S VEHICLE" 


ALTHOUGH IT SOLD fairly 
well, the ninth-generation 
Honda Civic never quite lived 
up to Honda’s high standards. 
That’s all in the past now with 
the unveiling of the new Civic 
“Concept.” Honda says it signals 
a return to the Civic’s sportier, 
more aggressive past. 

The quotation marks are ours 
because this is basically the next- 
gen Civic Si Coupe. No details 
were available at press time, 
but we think Honda’s all-new 
turbocharged engines are in 
store. Figure the roughly 130-hp, 
1.0-liter three-cylinder turbo 
as the base engine and either 
the roughly 200-hp, 1.5-liter 


turbo-four or naturally aspirated, 
2.4-liter four in the sporty Si. Cross 
your fingers for the 3 00-hp, 2.0-liter 
turbo in a Type R model. A CVT is 


“CONCEPT” Honda concepts 
tend to be the finished cars 
with silly door mirrors and 
such. The production car will 
look a lot like this. 


FIRST 

LOOK 



likely for the base car, with an eight- 
speed dual-clutch or six-speed 
manual serving the hot 
cars. Scott Evans 


The 2016 Malibu is 2.3 inches longer aniMst 300 pounds lighter. 



all-electric driving up to 55 
mph, after which a 1.8-liter 
four-cylinder engine adds power 
to the wheels and generates elec- 
tricity. Altogether, Chevy predicts 
more than 45 mpg combined. 

For the performance-minded, 
the Malibu retains its 2.0-liter, 
turbocharged four-cylinder 


option mated to an all-new 
eight-speed automatic. Chevy 
estimates 22 mpg city and 32 
mpg highway, slight improve- 
ments from the current Malibu 
Turbo. No official power output 
is available yet, but we think it'll 
be similar to the current car's 
259 hp and 295 Ib-ft. 


The Malibu features an 
all-new interior with better 
materials and electronics. A 
7-inch touchscreen is standard, 
an 8-inch optional. Chevy says 
the infotainment system is up 
to two times faster than before. 
Also available are myriad active 
safety features, wireless phone 


charging, ventilated seats, and a 
Teen Driver feature that allows 
parents to restrict some driving 
functions and monitor driving 
behavior. 4G LTE with a Wi-Fi hot 
spot comes standard, and addi- 
tional rear-seat USB ports and a 
110- volt outlet are optional. 

Scott Evans 
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OPENING SPREAD 
:> Our March 2015 
story pitted the 
Camaro Z/28 vs. the 
■V Porsche 911 GTS. 


Intake 


THE WONDER OF WICKER 



> 


For as much as Randy 
Pobst typically has 
to say about a car, 
he doesn't often use 
walkie-talkies. We always stick 
one in the car before he goes 
out in case of emergency but he 
rarely uses it. So you can imagine 
our surprise when, during his 
cool-down lap, Pobst’s voice 
suddenly came craclding over the 
radio, gushing about the Z/28. 

“Oh my God, you fixed it!” 
came the voice. “This is so 
much better. It’s back. This is 
how it should perform. We 
were so right to name this car 
Best Driver’s Car.” You can also 
imagine Pobst’s surprise when 
we told him how little we’d 
changed. A new set of tires, a 
double-check of the alignment, 
and oh, yeah, that little wicker- 
bill bolted to the spoiler now. 

“That little thing?” Pobst said. 


“I can't believe it’s doing that 
much.” “That much,” quantified, 
is 1.32 seconds. Our long-term 
Z/28, which has been in our 
possession since well before it 
squared off against the Porsche 
911 GT3 for a comparison in 
our March issue, improved 
its lap time at Willow Springs 
International Raceway’s “Big 
Track” from 1:29.72 to 1:28.40 
thanks almost entirely to a 
composite flap literally screwed 
to the back of the rear spoiler. 

Just to be sure, we asked 
Chevrolet test driver Jim Mero. 
“Oh, absolutely,” he said. “It 
makes a big difference. It affects 
everything down to 40 mph.” 
Going to the data, the differ- 
ence was easy to spot. With the 
wickerbill affixed and the rear 
end tamped down, Pobst was 
back on the power earlier and 
harder exiting Turns 2, 4, 6, and 



9. Additionally, he carried higher 
speeds through the long and 
trickyTurns8and9. 

It’s an improvement you can 
feel. Up to now, I believed I could 
feel a difference in how the Z/28 
rode and handled just going 
around a freeway cloverleaf ramp 
with the wickerbill installed, but 
I couldn't be certain. The rear 
end simply feels more planted, 
less jittery with that little flap on 
there. Pobst agreed, emphatically. 

“It’s funny— it was loose and 
sucl<y last time,” he said. “Now, 
it’s so hooked up. It’s back to the 
car we chose for Best Driver’s Car. 
[That car had a wickerbill.] It is 
so well-balanced. It’s predictable. 
What a pleasure to drive. I could 
just attack Turn 8. 1 was in the 
power way in there— forget about 
the brakes. It just felt so fast. It 
handles so well. The grip is so 
high. It’s the car we love again. 

“Last time, it was loose,” he 
said. “It wouldn't put power 
down. It was just kind of 
nervous. This time, it was just 
fantastic in every way. It was 
balanced all the way around the 
Turn 2 sweeper, maybe just a 
wee bit of understeer, and at the 
end of the corner, I could just 
roll into the power, drive right 
off that corner. I kept getting on 
the power sooner and sooner 
and sooner. I’m pissed I can't go 
faster because I think the tires 
just don’t have it in them. 


“The car is nicely behaved on 
bumps,” he continued. “Over the 
jump [in Turn 6]— no problem. I 
was shifting right in the air, and 
when it landed, it just hooked 
and kept going. It’s one of the 
best-handling factory cars I’ve 
ever driven. I wouldn’t change 
the car a lick if I was gonna go 
racing right now. I would leave it 
exactly as it is. I would just tie the 
crew's hands up, like ‘Don't you 
touch this carl’ It’s perfect.” 

It should be noted that 
although the wickerbill would’ve 
made it a closer fight, it wouldn’t 
have necessarily changed the 
outcome of the comparison test. 
The GT3 still put down a 1:27.22 
lap time, which is 1.18 seconds 
better than the fully equipped 
Z/28, and did it with less power 
and torque. As we said last time, 
Chevy’s still got a few tricks to 
learn, and they’re still working 
from a less-ideal platform than 
the Porsche team. 

At $395 for a piece of 
composite plastic plus installa- 
tion ($117 at our local dealer), the 
wickerbill is a rather expensive 
dealer-installed accessory. 
Viewed in terms of the proven 
added performance, it’s a steal. If 
you’re paying $75,000 for a Z/28 
anyway, you really can't afford 
not to buy the wickerbill, too. It’s 
the difference between a really 
good Camaro and a Best Driver’s 
Car champion. Scott Evans 
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CORVETTE, THE REDEEMER 




I “Unfortunately 
fortheZ06, these 
numerical advan- 
I tages don’t play out 
on the racetrack.” 

With those words, our highly 
anticipated comparison between 
the Chevrolet Corvette Z06 and 
the Nissan GT-R NISMO, our 
April cover story, took a serious 
turn. On paper, the Z06 should've 
schooled the NISMO. In the real 
world, it didn’t, and that was the 
biggest factor in tipping the test 
toward the NISMO. 

It certainly didn’t seem right 
to us, and we said so. The Z06 has 
power, weight, grip, and braking 
advantages, but it was 1.4 
seconds slower around Willow 
Springs International Raceway’s 
“Big Track.” Because the Z06 was 
slower on the straights while 
being quicker mid-corner and 
braking later, we assumed exces- 
sive drag from all the downforce 
the aero kit was making had to be 
the reason the Z06 was slower. 

Turns out we were wrong. 

The real reason the Z06 was 
slower was because Chevrolet 
gave us a car with the rear 
suspension out of alignment. It 


“Way bener than 
it was last time" 
Pobstyeledasthe 
door swung open. 
“This was so much 
nicortodrivo.Ohmy 
gosh. The butterflies 
are gone. 

The fear IS gone.” 


Parts catalog, and our retest cars 
were both fitted with the new 
software. We cannot say, then, 
that the improvement in lap time 
was due solely to the corrected 
rear alignment, as it’s possible 
the new damper programming 
also aided the Z06’s performance. 

“The ride was far better than 
the last car I drove, in Track 
mode,” Pobst said. “It made it 
so much easier to drive. It was 
still firm. But I don’t think the 
ride was really that important. 

I think it’s that alignment issue 
because I don’t get that rear steer 
anymore. The car is still, in my 
opinion, a little bit oversteer-y. 

It should be, in my opinion, a 
little bit understeer-y, especially 
so you can keep your foot in 
it when you’re going around 
a corner— you can use more 
power— so it doesn’t go to over- 
steer as quickly.” 

Back to the lap. The data 
revealed our assumptions 
about the aerodynamics were 
wrong. The Z06 was faster on the 
straights than before but still not 
as fast as the NISMO. It gained 


was supposed to be running 0 
degrees of rear caster. Instead, it 
was running positive 2 degrees. 
This made the rear dampers less 
effective at controlling the rear 
suspension and as a result made 
it more difficult for the Z06 to 
put power down. This is exactly 
what Motor Trend hot shoe 
Randy Pobst complained about 
during our test. 

Let’s answer the obvious 
question then: How does the Z06 
perform when the rear end is 
aligned properly? Better. Much 
better. Recall the car previously 
did a good-but-not-great 1:27.10 
during our comparison test. 

This time? 1:25.00. A massive 
2.1 -second difference. 

It should be noted, however, 
that Chevrolet fixed more than 
the rear alignment. As a result 
of new testing at rough tracks 
like Willow Springs, Chevrolet 
developed a new Rough Track 
mode that softens the dampers 
for the Z06 in Track mode. 
Chevrolet plans to make this 
software update available soon 
through the CM Performance 




COVER STORY In our April 2015 
issue, we pitted the Chevrolet 
Corvette Z06 against the Nissan 
GT-RNISMO, with the GT-R 
coming out on top. 


mightily at corner exits. Now able 
to put power down more effec- 
tively, the Z06 exited Turns 2,6, 
and 9 faster, making up precious 
time there and on the straights 
that followed. Pobst’s renewed 
confidence in the car’s handling 
also allowed him to carry more 
speed through dicey Turns 8 and 
9. Over the course of his fastest 
laps, Pobst carried more speed 
with the Z06 than the NISMO 
through turns 1, 2, 8, and 9. 

“Way better than it was last 
time!” Pobst yelled as the door 
swung open. “This was so much 
nicer to drive. Oh my gosh. The 
butterflies are gone. The fear is 
gone. There was a lot of fear in 
the car before. Just the handling, 

I trusted it way more. I still don’t 
experience a push anywhere— 
really balanced.” 

Still, there was one hang-up: 
the four-five upshift. “It is a little 
tricky to hit fifth gear. The first 
lap, I got the wall between fifth 
and seventh. So I practiced it. The 
next lap, I tried it and got third. 
Then the next lap, I didn’t need 
it, and I was like, ‘Crap, I wasted 
my 4 extra mph fifth would’ve 
given me.’ ” 

Critics of our comparison 







mothers.com • detailguide.com 
O facebook.com/mothersusa 


Introducing Mothers® 

California Gold® All-Chrome" 
Quick-Polish Cleaner & Protectant. 

A revolutionary spray polish for any 
hard or decorative chrome fini 
Just spray, wipe and buff to a bril 
shine! Simple as that. 


MCriHERS 

Po I tsh es* Waxas*C lean ers 





Intake, 


LOCKOUT A lockout 
to prevent catching 
seventh instead of fifth 
in Track mode wouid be a 
weicome improvement. 


CHEVROLET CORVETTE Z06 (Z07) @ BIG WILLOW 2.42 ML 



also pointed to the Z06’s manual 
transmission as a performance 
inhibition, suggesting the new 
eight-speed automatic (which 
we requested but wasn’t avail- 
able) would perform better. 

As it happens, we also had an 
automatic-transmission test car 
on hand this time around. It too 
featured the proper suspension 
alignment and the new Rough 
Track calibration. Pobst gave it a 
go, and the result was a best lap 
of 1:25.76. 

From the data, we find the 
automatic-transmission car was 
very consistent with the manual- 
transmission car. In fact, the 
automatic reached higher peak 
speeds than the manual on the 


front and back straights, though 
still not as high as the NISMO. 
The manual, however, carried 
more speed through tricky 
Turns 8 and 9. Pobst believes the 
manual’s taller gears also helped, 
particularly when coming down 
the hill through Turns 4, 5, and 6. 

“The automatic is really easy,’’ 
Pobst said. “It makes it so easy. 
Except on the first two laps, it 
got lazy on the three-four shift 
coming out of 9. Drove me crazy, 
but then it went away. It was on 
full automatic, and it hung on the 
redline. It’s pretty sweet, other 
than that. Man, it works great.’’ 

As Pobst drove the automatic- 
transmission Z06 first, we 
believe his familiarity with the 


car and the track ultimately led 
to the faster lap time for the 
manual. That said. Corvette chief 
engineer Tadge Juechter recently 
told Corvette fans that the auto- 
matic transmission runs hotter 
and will go into a preservation 
mode sooner, so he recommends 
the manual for serious track duty 
or when the ambient temperature 
at the track is above 86 degrees. 
The high ambient temperature 
on our test day was 70 degrees. 

We agree with that call for a 
serious track day enthusiast. As 
in previous tests, the Z06 got very 
hot during lapping and pulled 
power. Per Pobst: “The power 
starts to fall off significantly 
after the first lap. It was nearly 
pegging the oil temp gauge after 
a few laps— 320 degrees. I did a 
cool-off lap, and it came right 
back down.’’ 

We checked the data, and lap 
times and peak speeds did fall off 
by a few tenths of a second and 
1 or 2 mph on each subsequent 
lap, though these could also 
be attributed to tire wear and 
other factors. Although Pobst 
has consistently complained 
of reduced engine power when 
lapping C7 Z06s, the problem 
does not appear to be especially 
great (in terms of lap times) and 



only seems to affect drivers of 
Pobst’s incredibly high sldll, 
suggesting that most customers 
won’t encounter it. 

Which transmission would 
he choose? “Automatic because 
of that fifth gear [that he had 
trouble getting into]. If I’m at a 
track where I don’t need fifth, I 
might prefer the manual because 
I like the level of control.’’ 

Regardless, the results are 
clear. When properly aligned 
and using a softer damper 
calibration, the Corvette Z06 is 
as fast as or faster than the GT-R 
NISMO at Willow Springs. All 
said and done, the manual Z06 
ran a 1:25.00 and the automatic a 
1:25.76 to the NISMO’s 1:25.70. 

The big question, then, is 
whether to reverse the result 
of the comparison test. As 
you’ll recall, the decision was 
extremely close, and what 
ultimately tipped the balance 
in favor of the NISMO is that 
its performance came despite 
its disadvantages. As noted in 
that test, “It’s worldng with an 
older chassis, significantly more 
weight, less powerful brakes, 
less tire, less power, and much, 
much less torque.’’ In that regard, 
nothing has changed. It’s also 
almost as fun to drive on the 
street and nearly as fast as the 
Z06 on a racetrack. 

Carlos Lago and I have debated 
the subject, and we agree it’s 
simply impossible to say without 
putting both cars back-to-back 
again. Based on the information 
we have, the best we can do is 
declare a mistrial rather than 
overturn on appeal. Scott Evans 


The manual Z06 ran a 1:25.00 to the GT-R NISMO’s 1:2570 at Willow Sprinys. 
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2016 Porsche Cayenne GTS/Turbo S 


> 


I It’s the dead of winter at a 
decommissioned military base 
in Sweden, and there are no signs 
I of the planes, heavy artillery, 
or troops that were here years ago. Today, 
there’s only the sound of brand-new Porsche 
Cayenne GTS and Turbo S models being 
flogged on a frozen handling course, icy 
skidpad, and a snow-covered runway that’s 
been converted into an impromptu drag- 
strip. Oh, and former rally ace Walter Rohrl 
is giving very sideways ride-alongs in a 911 
Turbo S on a makeshift winter rally course. 

But we’re really here to sample two of 
Porsche’s sportiest sport/utility vehicles. Both 
badges have finally made their way to the new 
Cayenne range, and both bring some changes. 
The GTS has lost its naturally aspirated V-8 for 
a souped-up 440-hp version of the 3.6-liter, 
twin-turbo V-6 found in the Cayenne S. The 
engine makes more power than before with 
reduced emissions, but most important, it 
retains a healthy snarl thanks to the standard 
sport exhaust. Cayenne Turbo brakes and 
front fascia, along with 20-inch wheels and a 
host of other cosmetic touches, make the GTS 
look the part. (An eight-speed automatic is 
the exclusive Cayenne transmission.) 



Meanwhile, the Turbo S, through a host of 
revisions, is up to a staggering 570 hp and 590 
Ib-ft from its 4.8-liter, twin-turbo V-8, enough 
power to make a valiant effort in melting any 
ice beneath its tires. Huge carbon-ceramic 
brakes under 21-inch wheels and air suspen- 
sion are standard equipment. 

After a day spent mostly sideways in both 
GTS and Turbo S models, we draw a few 
impressions. The Turbo S is massively quick. 


even on ice, and it looks and feels like the 
top-line sport/ute it is. But the GTS is the 
more nimble, better balanced. Goldilocks 
solution in the Cayenne line. It’s still plenty 
quick for US. roads, and it sounds fantastic 
with that sport exhaust. It’s our pick for 
those without an autobahn in their 
bacl<yard. Rory Jurnecka 



The Turbo S, below, is up to a staggeriog 570 hp 
aod 590 Ib-ft from its 4.9-liter, twin-turbo V-9. 


MINUS 2 For 2016 
the Cayenne GTS has 
replaced the naturally 
aspirated V-8 with a 
440-hp, 3.6-iiter, 
twin-turbo V-6 
making 442 ib-ft. 



2016 PORSCHE CAYENNE GTS/TURBO S Base Price $96,495-$158,295 Vehicle Layout Front-engine, AWD, 5-pass, 4-door SUV Engines 3.6L/440- 
hp/442-lb-ft twin-turbo DOHC 24-valve V-6; 4.8L/570-hp/590-lb-ft twin-turbo DOHC 32-valve V-8 Transmission 8-speed automatic Curb Weight 4,650- 
4,950 lb (mfr) Wheelbase 114.0 in L x W x H 191.1 x 78.7 x 65.5-69.2 in 0-60 mph 3.8-49 sec (mfr est) EPA City/Hwy/Comb Fuel Econ 14-16/21-23/17-19 
mpg (est) Energy Cons, City/Hwy 211-241/147-160 kW-hrs/100 miles (est) C02 Emissions, Comb 1.05-1.18 Ib/mile (est) On Sale in U.S. Currently 
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MIKE CONNOR 

MTCONFIDENTIAL 

We initially dismissed rumors of the 
Apple Car, but now we’re hearing word 
that it’s much further along than people 
realize. Apple has hired away the team 
that developed the HySeries Drive hy- 
drogen fuel cell plug-in hybrid technology 
at Ford circa 2007. The technology was 
revealed in the Ford Airstream Concept, 
an electric car with a hydrogen fuel cell 
range extender good for 305 miles of 
total range. The story goes that everyone 
within Ford was very high on this Chevy 
Volt-beating technology, but CEO Alan 
Mulally quashed It when he showed 
up because Ford was going big on gas/ 
electric hybrids. Apple Is also said to 
be sniffing around for an automotive 
PR team... Speaking of high-tech stuff, 
Nissan is preparing a built-in data logging 
system for the GT-R. We expect Nissan 
to announce the system sometime in the 
near future. It will record performance 
and lapping data and download all that 
information to a standard USB thumb 
drive via a dedicated port in the center 
armrest. You can then upload the data to 
your computer to analyze. We’ve heard 
no word yet whether Nissan will create 
its own analytic software or contract it 
out like Chevrolet did with the Corvette’s 
similar Performance Data Recorder and 
Cosworth software... In other perfor- 
mance news, FCA senior vice president 
for product design and SRT patron saint 
Ralph Gllles says he has one more Hell- 
cat-related surprise for us this year. We’d 
love to see a Grand Cherokee Hellcat, but 
we’re not convinced its all-wheel-drive 
drivetrain can handle 650 Ib-ft of torque. 
Unfortunately, the Jeep might be out as an 
option, but we’re beginning to hear whis- 
pers of a Hellcat with horns. How does 
a Ram Hellcat sound?... On the subject 
of large vehicles with monster engines, 
we’ve learned a smidge more about the 
upcoming Rolls-Royce Wraith convert- 
ible (or Drophead, as Rolls likes to say) 
that’s been spotted testing. It will make its 
debut later this year with sales starting in 
2016. Expect it to cost a bit more than a 
standard Wraith, or somewhere north of 
$ 300 , 000 ... Regarding variants, things are 
looking grim for the long-awaited Maz- 
daO diesel. The car has been delayed as 
Mazda struggles to meet emissions and 
performance goals, and the fight isn’t go- 
ing well. Rumor has it that the engineering 
team behind the Mazda6 diesel program 
has dwindled from a couple dozen to 
fewer than 10 in the past year, signaling 
that the bean counters might be giving up 
on the project and reallocating resources 
to more profitable ventures. We’re holding 
out hope for a breakthrough. 
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THE WIZARD 
Not since Oz has 
emerald green 
sparkled like this. 
The pictures, though 
gorgeous, don’t do 
the paint justice. 


2015 Mercedes-Benz 865 AMG Coupe 



massaging seats are not only massively 
adjustable, but they’re handsome, too. 

You can probably get a similar interior in 
an S63 or (God forbid) an S550 Coupe. Let’s 
talk about what makes the S65 come with a 
starting price of $233,525. Namely, that hand- 
built 6.0-liter, twin-turbo V-12 that produces 
621 horsepower and 738 Ib-ft of torque. 
Internally known as the M275, this V-12 
has been around for more than a decade, 
but 738 Ib-ft of torque is 738 Ib-ft of torque. 
You know of any other 4,753-pound RWD 


coupes that can hit 60 mph in 4.0 seconds 
flat? I did not think so. Not that it matters to 
anyone in the world, but this big, beautiful, 
sparkling AMG completes our figure-eight 
course in 24.9 seconds, exactly the same as a 
Volkswagen Golf R. 

Let’s not overlook Dynamic Curve, part § 
of the tragicomically named Magic Body h 

Control suspension. MBC uses the built-in g 
stereo cameras to look at the road surface | 
ahead and adjust the suspension accord- g 
ingly; I like to think of it as speed bump j 


I The S65 AMG Coupe is | ^ I 

gorgeous, inside and out. ^ 
The interior is the finest I’ve 
I ever seen on a production car, 
full stop. The $1,300 Designo Black Piano 
Lacquer “Flowing Lines’’ trim framing 
the dashboard is stunning. The lines fan 
out like a comet’s tail, reminiscent of 
the brightwork on prewar deco cars. The 
unique curved dash reminds me of a Pagani 
Huayra’s, the second finest interior extant. 

You like those gorgeous, drilled Burmester 
speaker grilles? The S65 Coupe is simply 
stuffed with them. The ample, comfy. 
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6 .15 TREND 



delete. Dynamic Curve looks at the twists 
and turns ahead and actively leans the S65 
Coupe into a corner. The results, while not 
exactly magic, are close. The overall sense of 
suffocating luxury is increased to drowning 
when you smoothly and confidently tackle 
a convoluted canyon. Think of it as image 
stabilization for a car. 

The Bentley Continental and Rolls-Royce 
Wraith are also big, sexy, expensive coupes 
with even more impressive badges. But can 
I honestly claim they’re better cars? Not 
anymore. Jonny Lieberman 



Make yoiu exterior trim and plaatics stand out 
with Mothers* Back-to-Black* care products. 


SPECIFICATIONS Base Price $233,525 Price As 
Tested $252,675 Vehicle Layout Front-engine, 
RWD, 4-pass, 2-door coupe Engine 6.0L/621- 
hp/738-lb-ft twin-turbo SOHC 36-valve V-12 
Transmission 7-speed automatic Curb Weight 
4,753 lb (53/47%) Wheelbase 115.9 in Length x 
Width X Height 198.6 x 76.0 x 56.0 in 0-60 mph 
4.0 sec Quarter Mile 12.3 sec @ 117.8 mph 
Braking, 60-0 mph 106 ft Lateral Acceleration 
0.92 g (avg) MT Figure Eight 24.9 sec @ 0.82 g 
(avg) EPA City/Hwy/Comb Fuel Econ 13/21/16 
mpg Energy Cons, City/Hwy 259/160 kW-hrs/100 
miles C02 Emissions, Comb 1.24 Ib/mile 
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Two (SUOTYs) for the Road 

From Sendai to Kyoto in our recent winners 


> 


I As part of our Sport/Utility of the 
Year competition, participating 
automakers agree to provide us 
with a long-term vehicle, should 
their SUV win. Not only does this arrangement 
give us 12 months to fully assess the champ’s 
pros— and inevitably its cons— but the lengthy 
loan also paints a more complete picture 
of why the SUV earned the coveted golden 
calipers. Recently, I had the opportunity to 
sample our past two award-winning SUVs, the 
Subaru Forester (2014 victor) and the Honda 
CR-V (2015)— not in sunny SoCal, but in my 
temporary home of wet and chilly Japan. 

Our first road trip took my wife, Diane, 
me, and our two kids— 5-year-old Julian and 
2-year-old Coletta— from Tokyo to Sendai, 
roughly a four-hour jaunt. Our transporter? A 
limited edition 2015 Subaru Forester X-Break 
dressed in Desert Khaki paint. The JDM 
version, unlike the U.S. Forester’s 2.5-liter 
FB25 base engine, uses the smaller 2.0-liter 
FB20 that motivates American Imprezas. 

In the larger Forester, the FB20 felt plenty 
adequate, offering enough gusto to make 
our loaded-up X-Break feel more potent 
than poky, if only slightly. About halfway to 
Sendai, we veered toward the Numajiri snow 
park to grab hot coffee and let the kids play 


in the powder. Traversing the white fluff up 
the narrow mountain road would’ve been a 
white-knuclde endeavor had it not been for 
the Forester’s trusty X-Mode AWD and set of 
Michelin X-Ice tires. About as sure-footed as a 
badger, the Forester reminded me why Subaru 
is so popular across America’s snowbelt. 

Following a dozen sled blasts down the 
slopes and four hot bowls of ramen, we 
were back on the road in the warm, quiet 
confines of the X-Break. If the Forester isn’t 
the quietest small crossover out there, it’s 
certainly in the top three. The kids knocked 
out within minutes, thanks in part to a 
hot cocoa coma. Note to Subam: Bring the 
X-Break’s water-resistant cloth seats to the 
U.S. Snow and spills are rendered harmless. 

We said sayonara to Sendai and then to 
the Forester. After dropping off the X-Break 
at Subaru HQ in Ebisu, I headed straight to 
Honda HQ in Aoyama. Iguchi-san, my Honda 
PR contact, informed me McLaren-Honda 
FI pilot Jenson Button and wife Jessica 
Michibata had borrowed this exact CR-V for 
a getaway to a Hakone hot spring the week 
prior. My family’s trip to Kyoto, I thought, 
wouldn’t be quite as serene or romantic. 


After just a few miles behind the wheel, 

I noticed something strange: the trans- 
mission was shifting. “Man, this CVT isn’t 
that smooth,’’ I mumbled to myself. I asked 
Diane to check the spec sheet in the door 
pocket. It was mostly in Japanese, but when 
she read “5AT,’’ it became clear. Apparently 
in Japan, the CR-V is viewed as large and 
expensive— the opposite of how it’s seen in 
the U.S.— which equates to sales of less than 
4,000 per year, or about how many are sold 
over four days in America. Thus the JDM 
CR-V is last in line for the mid-cycle refresh 
(DI engine, CVT) that helped the U.S. version 
secure our trophy. Still, my five-speed tester 
possessed most of what made the CVT model 
our SUOTY winner: a spacious back row 
with a nifty “Magic Seat’’ flip/fold feature, a 
cavernous cargo area with a low load floor, 
and a rewarding chassis infused with the 
sporty lightness that makes a Honda a Honda. 

Back home, I asked Julian which he liked 
better, the Forester or the CR-V. “I think I like 
the Forester.’’ Why? “Because it was that cool 
sand color.’’ Sometimes a 5-year-old’s logic 
makes all the sense. Rest assured, whether in 
Japan or America, both are winners. ■ 
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WeSay... 



Frank Markus 

TECHNOLOGUE 
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Dissecting Chevy’s 2nd-Gen Moonshot 


I When Chevy unveiled the thor- 
oughly revamped Volt at January’s 
Detroit show, it kept the geeko- 
I sphere in suspense about the nitty- 
gritty details of the upgraded powertrain except 
to say it involved two traction motor/genera- 
tors and a new double planetary gearset. Well, 
now the SAE papers are published, and they 
describe a technological leapfrogging on the 
order of Gemini Titan over Mercury Redstone. 

To improve performance, sustainability, 
efficiency, and cost, two very different types of 
permanent magnet motors were engineered 
with differing, complementary load/speed 
“sweet spots.’’ To eliminate rare earth metals, 
the smaller motor (A) uses simple ferrite 
magnets. Arranging them in what look like a 
dozen little four-row amphitheaters around 
the circumference of the rotor optimizes both 
magnetic and reluctance torque so that these 
cheap iron-oxide magnets can pull more 
like their fancy rare earth cousins, with peak 
efficiency at low torque in the 5,000-9,000- 
rpm range. On the larger motor (B), novel 
metallurgy helps concentrate the heaviest 
dysprosium rare earth material near the 
corners of the magnets where it does the most 
good, and arranging these magnets in a dozen 
double-vee cavities around the rotor likewise 
optimizes their efficiency. This motor’s sweet 


WOUND UP Instead of winding typicai 
round wire, GM uses square bars, which 
improve cooiing and boost efficiency. 


spot is at higher torque from about 2,000- 
4,000 rpm. The system uses 80 percent less 
total rare earth metals with 50 percent less of 
the heavy stuff than the first-gen. 

Here’s the iiber-geek gearset detail in one 
paragraph: Each motor connects to a sun 
gear. The planet carriers connect directly to 
the wheels. One clutch locks the B motor’s 
ring gear to the case, another can lock the A 
motor sun to the B motor’s ring gear, and the 
engine connects to the A motor’s ring gear 
while a one-way clutch prevents the engine 
from ever turning backward, essentially 
locking it when the engine is off. 

The extra motors and gears provide 
two modes of electric and three modes of 
range-extended driving. The EV modes are 
B-motor only (light loads and lower speeds, 
through an 8.1:1 ratio) and A and B pulling 
together. (The A ratio is 7.6:1.) In both cases 
that B ring clutch stays locked. The three 
modes of gas-powered operation are low, 
fixed-ratio, and high. In fixed-ratio both 
clutches are locked, grounding the A motor 
to the case so that the engine drives the 
wheels directly through a 1.5:1 gear 
ratio. (The axle ratio is 2.64:1.) 

The B motor remains free to 
contribute or recapture 
energy as conditions 
demand in this mode. 


MAGNETIC 
Odd-looking 
magnet placement 
(R) optimizes 
field strength and 
reduces the need 
for rare 
earth metals. 


Low mode locks the B ring, and high mode 
locks motor A and the B-ring to the case. In 
each of these modes, the two motors can spin 
in either direction with infinitely variable gear 
ratios, adding torque or returning electrons to 
the battery as needed, such that the total net 
axle torque meets the driver’s demands. 

A system optimizer selects between these 
modes 100 times per second. In extend- 
ed-range (engine-on) mode, one-motor EV 
operation accounts for 73 percent of the 
city-cycle operation, and high mode handles 
75 percent of highway operation. Fixed-ratio 
operation accounts for just 9 and 12 percent 
of the city and highway driving cycle opera- 
tion. But in all cases, the transmission keeps 
the new 1.5-Iiter four operating at peak effi- 
ciency under most conditions, which usually 
means at lower (quieter) speeds. 

The new battery packs 12 percent more 
energy and weighs 21 pounds less— total 
vehicle mass was reduced nearly 250 pounds. 
The more efficient Volt goes 50 claimed miles 
on electricity and accelerates much harder. 
Even the onboard charger is 7 percent more 
efficient. It’s the most advanced plug-in 
hybrid on Earth. Another leapfrog of this 
magnitude would take Voltec 3.0 to Apollo 
Saturn V status— a moonshot, indeed. ■ 


This more efficient Volt now 
goes 50 miles on electricity and 
accelerates mnch harder. 




SIX CYLINDERS DIRECTLY 
CONNECTED TO YOUR 
EOUR CHAMBERS. 

There’s you. Then there’s you with tech that helps make 
you a better you. Like Direct Adaptive Steering that gives 
you the confidence to handle 328 -horsepower the way it’s 
meant to be handled. Because you’re only as connected 
to the road as you are to the car. | 



The 2015 Infiniti Q50 


Join us at lnfinitiUSA.com/Sedan/Q50 
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THE WORLD’S 

TOUGHEST 


WIPES 



BIGGER. 

STRONGER. 

Soaked in our proprietary 
9-cleaning-agent formula, these 
extra large 10” x 12” wipes are 
built to withstand vigorous 
scrubbing and your toughest messes. 

TOUGHER. 

Perfect for keeping your car clean 
inside and out. Knocks out grease, 
oil, grime, tar, bugs and bird messes, 
scuff marks, brake dust, food 
and drink spills. 


AVAILABLE AT O’REILLY AUTO PARTS, 
AUTOZONE, ADVANCE AUTO PARTS, 
PEP BOYS, MENARDS, WALMART, ACE 
HARDWARE, DO IT BEST, LOWE’S, TRUE 
VALUE AND OTHER LEADING RETAILERS. 

tubotowels.com 
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Heimplanet 

The Cave • heimplanet.com • $600 

Fit three people and luggage inside this 
high-tech, inflatable geodesic structure. Five 
windows and doors allow for optimal ventilation 
and access, and its thick, recyclable polyester 
and thermoplastic urethane enable it to 
withstand extreme winds. 


Mechanix Wear 

The Original Grip 
mechanix.com • $28 

With an Armortex exterior, 
getting a grip on oily or wet 
tools won’t be a problem. 
Breathable TrekDry 
technology keeps your 
hands cool and dry. 


Loif TgcH eSnowboard 
leiftech.com • $1,500 

Now you’ll be able to snowboard year- 
round anywhere your heart desires. 
Strap in and carve hard as if you were 
on the slopes, and don’t worry about 
hills — ^you can climb up 15 percent 
grades at a maximum 20 mph thanks 
to a remote-controlled electric motor. 


Fugoo 

Tough XL Bluetooth Speakers 
fugoo.com • $330 

Shockproof. Waterproof. 
Mud-proof. Snow-proof. It’s 
one rugged, great-looking, 
lightweight Bluetooth 4.0 
speaker that’s always ready for 
an adventure thanks to a 40-hour 
battery life and reinforced resin 
and aluminum casing. 


Nubo • nubocam.com • $TBD 

Check on your valuables any 
time, anywhere, thanks to the 
world’s first 4G-connected mobile 
monitor. The high-definition, very 
handy, 140-degree camera comes 
with its own data plan, app, alerts, 
and cloud storage. 
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JUNE 1965 

PRICE: $0.50 

We ran a series of 
features to educate 
buyers of used cars, 
including potential 


pitfalls and how to 
buy a used carat 
an auction. We also 
tested two cars on 
opposite ends of 
the acceleration 
spectrum: the Renault 
Gordini R-8 (0-60 mph 
in 13.9 seconds) and 
the Dodge Coronet 
500 (0-60 mph in 7.7 
seconds). 



JUNE 1985 

PRICE: $2.00 

The Chevrolet 
Camaro GTZ concept 
was pretty shocking 
in ’85, but it was an 
accurate preview of 
the styling direction 
GM took with its 
next-gen ponycar, 
right down to the 
Firebird-style spoiler. 


JUNE 2005 

PRICE: $3.99 

Ford GT versus Ferrari 
F430. Chevrolet 
Corvette Z51 versus 
Maserati Spyder. Ford 
Mustang GT versus 
Nissan 350Z. If this 
issue didn’t have 
enough performance 
for you, you must not 
have read the Maserati 
MC12 article. 




THE SEARCH IS ON FOR THE 2015 OPTIMA* BATTERIES UaiM ATE STREET OAR 
Ihink v^ur ndti's gq/t uitiat it laltis laka imm tlw litto? Tlur snag a ctianc« Id drnra on soith qif Ih# 
rnffiJl: ic&nic |rwfc$. Tne skMS will 111 ] yp fast, sa gel in gf ar anp rw- S(WCims are 

welcortie. Jffl. SO no mariBf whal ^ iWw, tlib is an sier iss you won' t lo miss. 


Ml 5 p*i 4 #»f 
CWritt Uptfi Sllllwi^ 

faxitai co-lHdiAit l 


■MdAlMTlU 

JiilimSpftAPif 

OllbM BftkBta &tmC Opr 
LJi'iPppi. Km - MDVCfWft-i 


p7 




bj 





7jJ 






Loohing for longriiinse radar datec1ion7 


— Auiow&ek 


Now VI comes to a touchscreen near you. 


VWi&i ypu'll spp; g ww, 
grs^c, way aRaPyzing 
radar threats. Wa call 
tha HirMl Pfdure. Our 
Bxcl asivB Arrow-iri-lhB'Bmt 
concepi h«lp$ spot radar 
amid tals« alarms. All bands 
side-by-side on one screen 
easily rovBdIs OaublB'Zap 
IrapsL Enables advenced 
programming, too. 


Where's (lie radar? in Ute Sox. 


Ka Mid 


35 IDO QHr 


Airowiniho Box: meansa ttirootln UteZone o( 
Certified Radar Aclivitv. 






* 3$iOOGHj 


Arrow out of the Bex: No radar (excepit photo) can 
be outside the Box end stilt coinpiy with fCC rufes. 


atvaieiitine 1 .conVconnection 


t’i Cell toll-free 1-8(»'33V3D30 
□« 

“i c 

\B\ 


iPahHdiH tim bAf U«Nar Uw 
T □bifKHvCiH .^ niCPKMlHiaiyiv £» 

- ^ . $ 4 t □ VlCMHjjD*' If . $ 4 ^ 

XWVV' S&9 BtHAHifeitffa Hd Up 


valentine 


' JS-ftiT MBfvr-BacI Gmnnfrt 


^ ippji tiZMr^w 


(SsacB 


1 ^ +lt >H 4 pliH 


• pAn;-^- +iwpi-— ^ . 


BACK ISSUES TO ORDER, VISIT 
www.sinnbackissues.com 















NEWS / OPINION / GOSSIP / STUFF 


MAN WITH A PLAN 
Under Jean-Marc Gales, 
sales are up, costs are 
down, and cars are 
launching on time. 


oo 

n 


o 


UcJ 

[ l“ 

V 

d 

I U vdd ' 


CEO, LOTUS 
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Lotus is steadily becoming the 1 
carmaker we all once thought 
it was. According to CEO ^ 

Jean-Marc Gales, it’s once again 
all about simple, ultra-lightweight cars with 
transcendent handling. 

Gales was hired by Lotus’ Malaysian 
owner, DRB-HICOM, after the ouster of 
Dany Bahar, the CEO who wanted to shift 
Lotus toward a Porsche-like range. Gales is a 
lifelong Lotus fan and a self-confessed uber- 
gearhead. He trained as an engineer, but he’s 
had senior posts in other disciplines for a 
number of carmakers, including as global 
head of sales for Mercedes-Benz. 

He draws two solid lines in the sand very 
early in our interview. First: “Any car we 
launch in the next two years will be lighter 
and faster than its predecessor.’’ This applies 
to new versions of the Elise, Exige, and 
Evora. And second: “I want to sell 3,000 cars 
a year.’’ What will these revised cars be like? 
“Very advanced but having nothing super- 
fluous,’’ he says. “They might lose some of 
the ride comfort they have now but will gain 
massively on handling. I sleep very well at 
night knowing the engineers who sign off 
the handling.’’ There will be obvious sales- 
boosting variants, including an 
Evora convertible and additional 
track-biased derivatives. 

Should Lotus build its own 
engine? “There is absolutely no 
need. Why spend hundreds of millions of 
dollars on that? I can buy one and tune and 
calibrate it.’’ 

What about the aluminum structure 
under all Lotus cars? “The Evora tub meets 
regulations until 2020, and we will likely 
stay with aluminum beyond that. It’s similar 
weight and strength to carbon fiber but one- 
third of the cost.’’ 

Lotus has lost money every year for the 
past two decades. Bahar stated emphatically 
that Lotus could never survive on its ultra- 
lightweight range, simply because the global 
market was insufficient for the company to 
break even. Gales says the exact opposite, 
that the market for lightweight cars is just 
fine provided you run the company well. 

“I was surprised by the lack of process 
when I came here,’’ Gales says. 

Already sales are up. Partly that’s because 
there are now new dealers in obvious 
places— Paris, Berlin, Monaco, Abu Dhabi— 
where Lotus was bewilderingly absent before. 


Interview 




Any carwe launch in the 
next two years will be 
ighter and faster than 
its predecessor.” 

Other housekeeping measures have been 
taken. “We didn’t even have a customer data- 
base.’’ Lotus’ global sales went up by more 
than 50 percent to 1,565 in April through 
December of 2014 (202 of which were in the 
U.S.) compared with the same period a year 
before. “And we will increase revenue because 
[on] these higher-performing cars the [trans- 
action] prices will go up.’’ Gales has also cut 
costs. Many production jobs have been elimi- 
nated, and total head count has dropped from 
1,215 to 930 even though output has risen. 

Gales has many measures in mind to 
simplify production. A new “lightweight 
laboratory’’ in the engineering center 
contains every part from each of the compa- 
ny’s models. Nearly every Lotus employee has 
been through the lab, looked at every part. 


and made suggestions as to how it can be 
made lighter, simpler, cheaper, or better. The 
results have been spectacular. The Evora 400 
will take 20 percent fewer hours to build and 
cost 10 percent less in its bill of materials, and 
it will be lighter and higher in quality. 

“We will launch on time, too,’’ he says. “The 
Elise S Cup is the first Lotus ever that isn’t 
late. [The Evora 400] is also finished already. 
Early! This never happens here. Lotus didn’t 
even have a program management team 
before. Can you believe it?’’ 

Gales arrived at Lotus HQ in May 2014 
when it was almost mortally wounded. The 
company had lost $260 million in fiscal year 
2013. The Malaysian management moved in 
a year later and cut the loss to $110 million. 
Gales says by the end of fiscal year 2015 the 
company will break even. 

Much of this loss was due to investment 
in the failed V-8 Esprit supercar. In fiscal 
year 2013 R&D spending was greater than 
total revenue. Was there anything salvage- 
able from that project? “Nothing,’’ he shmgs. 
He says the much-vaunted V-8 had never 
properly run. “Don’t invest £200 million 
($305 million) in a new car when you haven’t 
exploited the current one.’’ Paul Horrell 
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READERS’ THOUGHTS ON PAST ISSUES 


Counterpoint 

I am so disappointed and willing to bet I am 
not alone. The big buildup, many months 
of anticipation for the Z06 to arrive. The 
glorious road tests by every car publica- 
tion claiming it to be the best 'Vette ever, 
culminating in your closing comment to the 
competition to “bring it on” (“On Notice,” 
February 2015). Wow. Then the March issue 
arrives containing the GT3 with another 
quote: “the sharpest, most precise, most 
buttoned-down 911 in history” (“Brothers in 
Arms”). Woo-hoo, time for the long-awaited 
Head to Head. Porsche versus Chevy, this is 
it. You send the lot boy out to get the car. He 
returns with a Camaro Z/28? C’mon man! 

If possible, choose from the following 
responses: A) Porsche said no way, B) all of 
the above. 

LEROY JOHNSON 

Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin 

We'll go with C. The Z06 wasn't available at the 
time we conducted the test. May we direct your 
attention to our April 2015 issue, which features 
a bright yellow Corvette Z06 with a smiling 
Randy Pobst behind the wheel— Ed. 

Slush Special 

In the March 2015 issue with commentary 
about the Chevrolet SS having a new manual 
transmission available (“Incognito Mode”), 
you again use a negative reference (slushbox) 
to automatic transmissions. From what I 
remember, the derogatory term “slushbox” 
was initially attached to CM’s Powerglide and 
Dynaflow two-speed automatic transmis- 
sions of the '50s and ’60s. Those transmis- 
sions didn’t really shift gears; they slowly slid 
or “slushed” their way from first to second 
gear. They were casual-shifting transmis- 
sions designed for the leisurely driving 
conditions that matched the boat-like ride 
expected during that period. They were also a 
bulletproof design and so durable that many 
were modified a bit and ended up being the 
most popular choice for drag racing. Seems 
pretty counterintuitive that the “slowest” 
transmission at the time was often utilized by 
the quickest/fastest sport on Earth. 

And here we are, 50 years later, continuing 
to shag on non-manual shifting. It would 
seem to me that the manual transmission 
is the modern-day slushbox. Most current 
performance automatics, from Porsche’s PDK 
to Chevy’s 8L90, can perform any combina- 
tion of shifts quicker and do so intuitively for 
the conditions/situation. The driver may not 
be as involved with the powertrain, but they 
also concentrate more on the driving, track 


LETTER OF THE MONTH 

Confident Trend 


In reading the letters to the editor in which 
readers comment on your choices of best 
whatever in whatever category, I’ve noticed 
a trend. In keeping with that trend, I’d like 
to let you know that I agree that the Subaru 
Forester is the best SUV, as evidenced by 
the fact that I own one. Also, the very best 
pickup truck is a 2008 Toyota Tacoma. 
Why? Because I have one. Finally, the best 
sports car, American or foreign, is a 2004 
Corvette. Yup, I own one of those, too. Feel 
free to contact me if you’re curious about 
which bicycles are best. 


SAMUEL DERR 


Fremont, Ohio 



GET YOUR HANDS DIRTY 
Samuel, we appreciate you 
wading into the worid of 
readers comments and 
cracking the code of their 
Seif Centered Anaiysis Bia^ 
(SCAB). To help protect 
you we're sending you 
the Originai gioves from 
Mechanix Wear. These 
babies retaii for $28 and 
make any hand ready to 
take on the slipperiest of 
subjects or engines. Learn 
more at mechanix.com. 


Actually, we're looking 
for opinions on washers 
and dryers.— Ed. 


positioning, and braldng into and throttling 
out of corners, with a higher safety margin for 
us non-professionals. 

You indicate that the SS manual shaves 
a tenth off the automatic's track time. We 
all know a tenth really indicates little or 
no testing difference when factoring in all 
possible variables: track, driver, ambient 
conditions, etc. Hell, a tenth of a second 
could depend on whether or not the driver 
got lucky the night before. 

All this long-windedness is trying to 
say is when are we going to accept the fact 
people using manuals have become the true 
modern-day slushboxes? 

LLOYD ANDERSON 

Henderson, Nevada 

The tenth of a second saved alludes to the 
acceleration times from the test track, not a road 
course (the auto SS is 0.1 second behind in the 
0-60 run and the quarter mile). The manual 
transmission will have to be truly dead and gone 
before slushbox exits the lexicon.— Ed. 


© 2015 Automobile Protection Corporation-APCO. 
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The Enthusiast Network Magazines, LLC. 
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WRITE us AT 

831 S. Douglas St. 

El Segundo, CA 90245 
Email us online at motortrend.com 
or send an email direct to 
motortrend@motortrend.com 



Comic Relief 

Regarding your 2015 Power List (March 2015) 

I understand and agree with your inclusion 
of Jerry Seinfeld. But why was Jay Leno not 
also on this list? You speak of those “inspiring 
people and furthering car culture.” I consider 
myself fortunate to have met him and visited 
his outstanding collection of cars, which 
he drives regularly and maintains with the 
support of a talented crew. This guy has to be 
one of the most devoted, knowledgeable, life- 
long car enthusiasts around, spending time on 
the public platform promoting car culture with 
the gamut of car mavens, heads of industry, 
and tinkerers. Jerry Seinfeld’s Web show always 
has a nice car added to the sojourn with fellow 
comedians. But Jay’s show, “Jay Leno’s Garage,” 
focuses on the car, the engine, the history, 
etc. His episodes are all about the car and 
are totally devoid of the juvenile arguments, 
faux deadlines, and other fake and distracting 
dramas that permeate a number of cable televi- 
sion car repair/restoration shows. Perhaps you 
have included Jay on the list in previous years. 
Hope he is included in future lists. 



FUTURE FEATURE OF THE MONTH? 

"Power VHIain List” 


READERS ON LOCATION 


SPRING FLING Roughly 12 degrees west 
of the international date line, one of our 
subscribers takes a springtime hiking/ 
camping trip. Derek Sweinhart on his 
New Zealand excursion: “A rare sunny 
day at the notoriously rainy Milford 
Sound, and what do I do? Pull out the 
Motor Trend” Smart move because the 
book won’t get wet. 

BART STRINGHAM 

Bethesda, Maryland 

When we considered Seinfeld's influence on pop 
culture, we felt he reached an untapped audi- 
ence and could create more new interest in cars. 
Leno remains a heavyweight in the car world, 
but Seinfeld's ability to appeal to a new, possibly 
broader public got him on the list— Ed. 

For the Record 

After receiving my March 2015 issue of 
Motor Trend and reading on page 82 that [the 
Renegade] is “the first Jeep built outside of 
North America” (“Size Matters”), you got me 
thinking. Being a Kaiser buff in my youth, I 
remember that Kaiser shipped production 


to Argentina. After I used Google to search 
“Industrias Kaiser Argentina,” I saw a Jeep 
station wagon and read that the first Jeep 
rolled off the line on April 1956. Someone is 
in error. I think it is you guys. 

FRANK KRIDER 

North Wales, Pennsylvania 

Unfortunately, we omitted the crucial detail that 
the Renegade is the first Jeep built outside of 
North America for US. customers.— Ed. 

I noted in your long-term updates (“Garage,” 
March 2015) you have Real MPG fuel economy 
for the 2014 MazdaS S Grand Touring as 21.9 
mpg combined. Is this true, or is it a typo and 
actually 29.1 mpg? I have a 2015 ’3 i with the 
2.0-liter engine that has recorded an average 
of 30.5 mpg over the past four months with 
about 65 percent city driving and 35 percent 
highway. I would have expected 29.1 for the 
2. 5 -liter motor, but 21.9? That’s even lower 
than the Cadillac GTS Vsport! 

DINESH BHUSHAN 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 

OurMazdaS's Real MPG is indeed 29.1.— Ed. 





16 Premium Hand-Rolled Cigars 

Bonus Cherrywood-finish Humidor 

(Holds 20 Cigars) 

Ultra Reliable Butane Lighter 
A Guiiiotine Cigar Cutter 


Call 1-800-460-5468 or 
thompsonspecials.com 


Promo Code TA236 

Add $4.95 for Shipping - #887870. 

OFFER GOOD FOR 30 DAYS One per customer, Florida residents 
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FINISHING CLASS 
When old-school 
meets new-school, 
something's got to 
give. Are sound and 
smoke mereiy wasted 
energy? Or are they < 
part of the show? 


Life here at Motor Trend isn’t 
always gazing out the window 
into Laguna Seca’s Turn 1 at 130 
mph from inside a 500-plus- 
horsepower sports car. But even if our lives 
are (mostly) like that, we still get a tmckload 
of mail each month telling us exactly where 
and how deep we stepped in it. Here’s an 
example, courtesy of Florida’s Bob Marks, 
“RE: March 2015 issue, story on p. 52— The 
Big Test minivans, by Christian Seabaugh. 
YOU BLEW IT— again!! ... WRONG decision!!!’’ 

We’re going to let you in on a little secret. 
Bob (and the many readers who often feel 
the same way). Sometimes we don’t even 
agree with each other. 


CASE IN POINT: That very same Christian 
Seabaugh thinks that the 707-horsepower 
Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat is the most 
badass American sedan ever built. It’s a 
204-mph sleeper with an air-raid siren 
bolted to its supercharged, 6.2-liter V-8. 
What could be better? 

Jonny Lieberman has an idea. He’s of the 
belief that the technological tour de force 
that is the 2015 Tesla Model S P85D is the 
best and baddest American sports sedan. 
With an electric motor mounted at each 
axle, a way low center of gravity, and 687 
Ib-ft of torque available at 0 rpm, Jonny 
thinks the D is Sam Jackson’s wallet. 
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Words Christian Seabaugh 
and Jonny Lieberman Photographs Evan Klein 

PiniMG THE WORLD’S 
QUICKEST SEDAN AGAINST 
THE WORLD'S FASTEST 
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DECISION:USA 

2015 DODQE CHAROER SRT HELLCAT 
VS 2015 TESLA MODEL S P85D 





TWIHER FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM 


POLL RESULTS 


ItbLA 


(»% m 6% 94% 7% 93% 

GOOGLE* WOT MTFORUMS 

Blffl 

13% 87% 26% 74% 79% 21% 


POLL POSITION 
We asked you to 
choose between the 
Hellcat and P85D on 
motortrend.com 
(via Wide Open 
throttle and our 
forums) and social 
media channels, 
including Twitter, 
Facebook, 
Instagram, and 
Googie+. By an 
overaii margin of 
2:1, you prefer the 
Tesla (red) over 
the Dodge (blue), 
often by stunning 
margins. Eion wouid 
be proud, so Tweet 
him @elonmusk. 




other via a good old-fashioned debate. 

What could be more American than that? 
Think of this as the Lincoln-Douglas debate 
carried out by two men with the mental 
age of 12 but with impossibly low stakes. Or 
would that be Biden-Palin? 

Put another way we’re pulling back the 
curtain and letting you into our decision- 
making process. This should provide you 
with more than adequate fodder for your 
next round of letter writing and subscription 
cancelling. Enjoy! 


After a manure storm of emails back 
and forth, neither mind was changed. 

The idea was even floated that we could 
declare this competition a tie, something 
we just don’t do. So an idea was hatched: a 
completely untraditional comparison test 
between the four-door Hellcat and Tesla’s 
liber sedan. In addition to the normal 
miles and miles of Malibu back roads, 
California’s coastal highways, and way 
too much time on the dragstrip, Christian 
and Jonny would seek to convince the 




1 





JONNY Let’s start 
with this. You have 
to be part caveman— 
not that there’s 
anything wrong with that — to prefer 
the Hellcat over the Tesla. 

CHRISTIAN Cavemen 
discovered fire and cooking 
meat. That’s more than the 
granola-chewing hippies 
that drive a Model S can say. 


JONNY Granola-chewing hippies don’t buy 
$130K hyper sedans. Their parents do. 

CHRISTIAN The Charger Hellcat has so much 
going for it. Let’s start with raw curb appeal. The 
Hellcat’s dripping with it. And I know for a fact that 
I’m not the only one who feels that way. 
JONNY I bet policemen like it just fine. 
CHRISTIAN In fact, they do! Just this 
morning on my way in, a cop pulled up 
next to me at a light. He rolled down the 
window and hollered over: “Hey man, rev 
it! It’s OK! I’m a cop!” So I obliged. Then he 


said, “When the light turns green, open her up — I’ll 
hold traffic back!” So naturally I did. After a bit of a 
smoke show and a run up to 60 mph, he flew on by, 
flashed his lights in approval and gave me a thumbs 
up. That would have never happened in the Tesla. 

JONNY Exactly right. The Tesla is stealth. No 
one expects a car that can go solo in the car pool 
lane because of its world-class efficiency to hit 
60 mph in 3.2 seconds. Let me state that again: 

3.2 seconds! Which, by the way, is half a second 
quicker than the Charger Hellcat’s 3.7-second 
limp to 60 mph. 
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CHRISTIAN Har har. Actually, I’d 
argue the Charger is pretty stealthy, 
too. I mean, aside from the big and 
badass (ahem) hood scoop and the 
SRT and Hellcat badges, it looks like 
any ol’ Charger that you can rent from 
Enterprise. Besides, once you’re on the move, 
the Hellcat will smoke the Tesla. It’ll accelerate 
from 45-65 mph in 1.5 seconds. It took longer 
for you to read that than it took the Hellcat to 
pass a car on the freeway. The Tesla needs an 
extra 0.2 second to do the same thing. That’s 
practically an eternity! And let’s not even get 
started on top speed. 

JONNY Oh yeah, top speed, the world’s most 
meaningless metric. Sure, in fantasy land and 
the comments section the Dodge can hit 204 
mph. In the real world that will never happen. 


There’s no track, let alone road, straight, long, 
and clear enough. Speaking of the real world, 
this here double-motored electric car runs 
the quarter mile in 117 seconds. It takes your 
707-horsepower brute 11.8 seconds to do the 
same. That’s slower, in case you’re wondering. 

CHRISTIAN Actually that’s not slower — that’s 
less quick. The P85D traps at 113.7 mph. The 
Hellcat’s moving at 124.3 mph. You and I both 
know the Hellcat would smoke the Tesla at any 
distance longer than a quarter mile. 

JONNY Smoke being the operative 
word when it comes to the Hellcat. See, 
the Model S P85D is all about efficiency, 
traction plus torque, 687 Ib-ft of it. The 
Dodge might make 650 Ib-ft of torque, 
but it can’t put that twist down. The 
under-tired Hellcat just sits and spins. 


making wasteful noise and smoke. You can’t 
even launch the thing hard in first gear. 

CHRISTIAN Yeah, well, true— but I prefer 
to think of smoke and noise as a nice added 
feature. It’s comforting to know that a smoke 
screen is just a tap of the throttle away, even in 
the 505-hp Eco mode. I disagree that the Model 
S P85D is all about efficiency. If the Tesla really 
were all about efficiency, it wouldn’t have less 

range than every other 85 kW-hr Tesla 
that’s come before it. It also wouldn’t 


DYNAMIC DUO Both super sedans are big, 
powerful, and great to drive, it’s a shocking 
realization that they get to such a similar place 


have eaten into said range at such a 
frightening rate during our drive loops. 
How much range did you go through 
over 40 miles again the other day? 

JONNY I don’t want to talk about 
it. But the Tesla Superchargers sure 
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seem to be getting better, huh? 

CHRISTIAN Dude. You used 
84 miles of range in 46 miles. That’s 
terrible. You undid the hour and 15 minutes we 
spent at the Supercharger in about 30 minutes. 

JONNY No comment. 

CHRISTIAN My (and I say “my” because 
I’m never giving it back) Charger — the car you 
call inefficient — only used 34 miles of range 
according to the trip computer over the same 
distance at the same speed. 

JONNY But how much money did it cost 
you to fill the Hellcat back up? The thing about 
Tesla’s Superchargers is they are 100 percent 
free of charge. In fact, compared to other new 
cars on the road, the P85D will save you $4,500 
in gasoline bills over five years. Over the same 
time frame the Hellcat will set you back $5,500. 


Cadillac CTS-V Lexus GSF 




PROJECT: BADASS The Badasses That Couldn’t Make It 


Although it took a brawl for Jonny and me 
to settle the American badass debate, we 
did agree that the Charger Hellcat and the 
Model S P85D are the most badass sedans 
in the world. That said, there were a handful 
of other high-power sedans from around the 
globe that we considered inviting along — 


2015 Jaguar XJR 550 hp/502 Ib-ft of torque, 
0-60 mph in 3.8 seconds, 174 mph top speed 

2015 Mercedes-AMG E63 S 577 hp/590 Ib-ft 
of torque, 0-60 mph in 3.4 seconds, 

186 mph top speed 

2015 Porsche Panamera Turbo S 

570 hp/590 Ib-ft of torque, 0-60 mph in 3.6 




CLAN CLASH A good 


seconds*, 192 mph top speed 

Potential Badasses 

None of those super sedans are quite as 
badass as the 707-hp Hellcat or 691-hp P85D, 
but a handful of potential badasses may have 
what it takes to tackle the Dodge and Tesla. 

2016 Cadillac CTS-V 640 hp/630 Ib-ft of 
torque, 0-60 mph in 3.7 seconds*, 200 mph 
top speed 

2016 Lexus GS F 467 h p/389 Ib-ft of torque, 
0-60 mph in 4.3 seconds*, 170 mph top speed* 

201? Infiniti Q50 Eau Rouge 560 h p/443 
Ib-ft of torque, 0-60 mph in 3.3 seconds*, 185 
mph top speed* Christian Seabaugh 

*Est. 


not to mention some potential badasses 
waiting in the wings. 


Badasses from Faraway Lands 

America makes both the quickest and fastest 
(and thus most badass) sedans in the world, 
but a handful of high-po four-doors with 
foreign passports come close to matching our 
American badasses. 

2015 Audi RS7 560 hp/516 Ib-ft of torque, 
0-60 mph in 3.2 seconds, 190 mph top speed 
2015 BMWM5 575 hp/500 Ib-ft of torque, 
0-60 mph in 3.7 seconds, 190 mph top speed 
2015 Jaguar XFR-S 550 hp/502 Ib-ft of 
torque, 0-60 mph in 4.4 seconds*, 

186 moh too soeed 
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COUNTERPOINTS 
You can settle 
most arguments by 
stating you have 707 
horsepower under your 
right foot, but the Tesla 
counters with 687 Ib-ft 
of instant torque and 
Insane mode. However, 
one could argue the 
Hellcat is Insane mode. 



CHRISTIAN That’d be a great point if the 
Tesla wasn’t $64,000 more than the Charger 
Hellcat. It would take you more than 30 years of 
driving the Tesla — per the EPA — until your elec- 
tric car finally earned back its price premium. 

As for how much it costs to fill the Hellcat back 
up — only about $45 bucks. Fuel is cheap! Let it 
rain dinosaur juice! 

JONNY That’s the epitome of shortsighted 
thinking. Gasoline could cost $5 a gallon 
tomorrow. Or $7. Buy a Tesla, and who cares what 
oil costs? You’ll never have to think about gaso- 
line again. Which is the kind of freedom some 
people will happily pay double for. 

CHRISTIAN Freedom. Funny. According to 
the EPA, I can go anywhere within 296 miles, fill 
up again in a couple minutes, and continue on 


my way. You’re limited to a good deal less than 
the indicated 253 miles in the P85D — and you’d 
better hope you can find an empty Supercharger 
waiting when you get there because otherwise 
you’re stuck waiting to recharge. 

JONNY That's actually a pretty good point. 
The electric infrastructure — specifically Tesla’s 
network of Superchargers and long-rumored 
battery swap stations— just is not there yet. But 
as every single Tesla owner will tell you, it’s quite 
rare that you hop in a car and just start driving. 
More often you plan out long trips, and figuring 
out where you're going to charge your Tesla 
becomes as second-nature as figuring out where 
you're going to eat lunch. The Model S’ range is a 
non-issue 364 days a year. 
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CHRISTIAN True. However, we Americans 
are all about doing things just because we 
can. Case(s) in point: the moon shot, the Super 
Bowl, deep-fried Snickers, deep-fried butter, 
and a 707-horsepower V-8 in a family sedan. 
Some people actually value the freedom of 
just getting in a car and going without having 
to think about why. I can’t even begin to count 
how many times I’ve done that. In college I 
once drove 3 hours for free pancakes instead 
of going to Spanish. I likely couldn’t have, 
and more importantly wouldn’t have, done 
that in the Tesla. And although there’s no 
getting around the fact that the Charger’s fuel 
economy is suboptimal (13/22/16 mpg city/ 
highway/combined ERA), you do really get a 
lot for what you pay. 


JONNY But look at what you get when you 
pull the trigger on this Tesla: air suspension, 
autopilot, geo-fencing — that’s where the car 
behaves a certain way depending on where 
you are. For instance, you need to raise the car 
up to clear the supermarket driveway. The Tesla 
knows where you are and does it automatically 
every time you’re near the supermarket. Besides 
that, the car is continuously updated via the 
cloud. This car’s running version 6.1 of Tesla’s 
software. Rumor has it that a future update will 
rejigger the flux capacitor (or whatever) and will 
improve on the P85D’s already world-best sedan 
acceleration times. Did I mention Insane mode? 
The P85D actually has an acceleration mode 
called Insane. I’d love to shake the hand of the 
lawyer that thumbs-upped that one. 


B CHRISTIAN Granted, 
the Tesla’s tech is cool. 
Autopilot is awesome when 
it’s working properly, and 
the P85D’s computing 
ability is amazing when you 
look at where cars were 
only five years ago. But 
beneath the tech and the 
Easter eggs (like James Bond mode, where the 
screen’s Tesla image is replaced by 007’s Lotus 
submarine), what you really have is a very fancy 
computer. You’re just along for the ride, and I 
get the sense that the Tesla would be happier 
if it were doing the driving instead of you. I’ve 
experienced Insane mode. Yes, it is pull-your- 
face-back quick, but what about the rest of 



ROUND ONE Tesla claims upcoming 
software wiii make the P85D even 
greater, but iittie birdies teii us the 
Hellcat story is far from finished. 





the driving experience? The Charger Hellcat is 
Insane mode. 

JONNY True. The Tesla is freaky quick. But 
man, the Hellcat’s almost as quick. And the big 
blue Dodge makes some of the best noises on 
planet Earth while creating clouds of gorgeous, 
juvenile smoke. Can I be honest with you? 

CHRISTIAN That’s the normal way liars 
preface their stories, but go right on ahead. 

JONNY Look, I was one of the 11 judges that 
unanimously voted the Model S our 2013 Car of 
the Year, and that was before the monster power 
P85D showed up. I never thought we’d see 
another American sedan that’s a bigger badass 
than the Tesla, but I think this is it. 

CHRISTIAN Benedict Arnold! 

JONNY Don’t get me wrong, I love the P85D, 
but it comes down to this: The Tesla is like the 
absolute greatest vegetarian meal on the planet, 
cooked for you by Thomas Keller himself. Not 
only does it taste tremendous, but it’s also great 
for you. The Charger Hellcat, on the other hand, 
is a great big steak. With a martini. And creamed 
spinach. And french fries. And another martini. 
And a cigar. And cheesecake. Dropping the 
pretense of this back and forth, the Dodge is the 
one I want to eat. 

CHRISTIAN That settles it then — the Dodge 
Charger SRT Hellcat is the ultimate American 
Badass. 

JONNY Call it a 51 to 49 victory, but yes. Mark 
this one down as a win for Dodge. ■ 



707 hp @ 6,000 rpm* 
650 Ib-ft @ 4,800 rpm* 

6,000 rpm 
6.5 Ib/hp 
8-speed automatic 
2.62:1/1.76:1 

Control arms, coil springs, adj 
shocks, anti-roll bar; multilink, coil 
springs, adj shocks, anti-roll bar 

14.4:1 

3.0 

15.4-in vented, slotted disc; 13.8-in 
vented, slotted disc, ABS 
9.5 X 20.0-in, forged aluminum 
275/40R20 106Y Pirelli P Zero 


REDLINE 

WEIGHT TO POWER 

TRANSMISSION 
AXLE/FINAL-DRIVE RATIO 

SUSPENSION, FRONT; REAR 

STEERING RATIO 
TURNS LOCK-TO-LOCK 




85 kW-hr lithium-ion 
221 (front)/470 (rear)/691 (comb) hp 
244 (front)/443 (rear)/687 
(comb) Ib-ft 

72 Ib/hp 

1-speed automatic 
9.73:1/9.73:1 

Control arms, air springs, anti-roll 
bar; multilink, air springs, anti-roll bar 

13.0:1 

2.3 

14.0-in vented disc; 14.4-in vented 
disc, ABS 

8.5 X 21.0-in, cast aluminum 
245/35R21 96Y; 265/35R21 lOlY 
Michelin Pilot Sport PS2 




11.8 sec @ 124.3 mph | 

QUARTER MILE 

11.7 sec @ 113.7 mph 

104 ft i 

1 BRAKING, 60-0 MPH 

104 ft 

0.94 g (avg) 

1 LATERAL ACCELERATION 

0.90 g (avg) 

24.5 sec @ 0.91 g (avg) ; 

MT FIGURE EIGHT 

25.2 sec @ 0.79 g (avg) 

1,250 rpm i 

1 TOP-GEAR REVS @60 MPH 

7,300 (fr); 7,200 (rr) rpm 

1 CONSUMER INFO 

$64,990 


$105,670 

$69,670 i 


$132,820 

Yes/yes I 

1 STABILITY/TRACTION CONTROL 

Yes/yes 


Dual front, frontside, 
f/r curtain, driver knee 
3yrs/36,000 miles 
5yrs/100,000 miles 
5yrs/100,000 miles 
18.5 gal 

13/22/16 mpg 


259/153 kW-hrs/100 miles 
1.22 Ib/mile 
15.1/21.9/17.6 mpg 
Unleaded premium 


^BASIC WARRANTY 

POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
FUEL CAPACITY 


EPACITY/HWY/COMB ECON 
ENERGY CONS. CITY/HWY 


C02 EMISSIONS, COMB 


REAL MPG. CITY/HWY/COMB 


RECOMMENDED FUEL 


Dual front, frontside, 
f/r curtain, front knee 
4yrs/50,000 miles 
4yrs/50,000 miles 


4yrs/50,000 miles 


89/98/93 mpg-e 


38/34 kW-hrs/100 miles (gas equiv) 
0.00 Ib/mile (at vehicle) 


220-volt electricity 




*SAE Certified **Cargo volume is computed differently for sedans and hatchbacks, so these figures are not directly comparable. 
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Intercontinental 

CONTINENTAL CONCEPT SHOWCASES LINCOLN’S NEW FACE, ENGINE, AND COMMITMENT TO CHINA 


Words Ed Loh 


> 


The iconic name is back, 
the split wing grille is 
gone, and to answer your 
first question: No, it’s almost 
certainly not rear-wheel drive. 

Lincoln’s official response goes something 
like this: “This is a concept. We’re not talking 
platform architecture at this stage.” The 
automaker is happy to confirm that a new 
turbocharged, 3.0-liter EcoBoostV-6, exclu- 
sive to Lincoln, will power the production 
Continental when it arrives in 2016. 

But that’s just a bit of misdirection when 
confronted with the return of such a historic 
nameplate on a concept so dripping with 
potential. If you were the Lincoln designer 
tasked with creating the car that would 
again wear the Continental name, how far 
would you take it? 

If the design brief even hinted at rear- 
wheel drive, you would leave no doubt. 

You’d send the windshield back and draw 
out a hood as long and shimmering as a 
reflecting pool. There would be a country 
mile between the fender badge and the 
Lincoln star on the front wheels. 



It is in that space that we find the answer. 
While the dash-to-axle ratio of the concept 
is just long enough to suggest room for that 
3.0-liter EcoBoost to be mounted longitudi- 
nally, the intentional understatement is clear: 
The production Continental will be front- or 
all-wheel drive. 

That production car— in fact all Lincolns 
going forward— will also bear a version of 
this new face. The mug has international 
cues and intent; the upright posture and 
chrome ring around deeply set mesh recall 
Jaguar, but the plinth, as the Lincoln design 
team calls it, that supports the star badge 
recalls Kia’s tiger maw— although half as 
toothy. “This new face gives confidence. 



CHROME-DIPPED A swath of chrome runs 
around at rocker-panel height, making it 
iook iike the body was dipped in chrome. 
Detaiis iike quad exhaust tips, 21-inch 
wheeis, and the siick wingiet door handies 
heip break up heaviness in the sides. 



TYPEFACE The team struggied between 
cursive script or a modern biock font for the 
return of the Continentai badge. Updating 
the face of Lincoin wasn't a tough caii. 



Lincoln Continental Concept I FIRST LOOK 




erEGoBoostV-6 

ionContinenta. 
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It puts the face of Lincoln where it needs 
to be for future expansion,” says David 
Woodhouse, Lincoln’s design director. 

Where the Lincoln most needs to expand 
is China, a country where large, chauffeur- 
driven luxury sedans are king. “The propor- 
tion is really essential to what we do,” says 
Woodhouse. “The way it sits and is settled in 
the back end gives it the big-car, luxury feel.” 

It also gives it the look of a certain British 
luxury carmaker that also has a Continental 
in its lineup, which is no bad thing. But the 
lighting sequence is pure American drama. 
Approach the car with smart key in hand, 
and the Lincoln star in the grille fades on, 
followed by the LED tubes in the headlamps 
and foglamps, and then the five “ice cubes,” 
which are also shaped like miniature Lincoln 
stars, in each headlamp. The full-width rear 
taillamps, another Lincoln signature, have 
a similar fade-on sequence, which, like the 
pulsing ignition button, are meant to give life 
and warmth to the concept. 

Large swaths of chrome run around the car 
at rocker level; Woodhouse says this bright- 
work accentuates the horizontal and breaks 
up the volume of the sides, which you may 
notice are unmarred by door handles. 


The concept lives up to the 
Continental name. And that 
name is huge in China. 

Their replacements are chromed winglets 
sprouting from the beltline. Lincoln calls 
them E-latches, and they work via a push 
button under each upturned wing that 
pops the door open. Rear ingress is further 
facilitated by door hinges that open to nearly 
90 degrees. Yes, suicide doors were evaluated, 
but the Lincoln team had other plans. “We 
have a long-travel hinge, and what you end 
up with is a very large ingress opening that, 
quite franldy, is superior to the suicide door 
in terms of ingress,” says Woodhouse. 

Says Mike Celentino, Lincoln’s chief 
program engineer: “We put a lot of emphasis 
on a very large opening for this back seat, 
not only in the U.S. but for our China market. 
It’s really important that we have a really 
spacious back seat.” 

Woodhouse and team also focused on 
creating a lavishly appointed, executive-jet- 
inspired cabin. Push a few buttons, and the 
front passenger seat slides forward as the 


operation to the window shades on Boeing 
787 Dreamliners. 

The sunroof, attache cases, barware, and 
touchscreen are for show, but the spiral- 
drilled mesh speaker covers are not. They 
are part of the 19-speaker Revel Ultima 
audio system, installed as an homage to the 
exclusive 10-year deal between Lincoln and 
Harman, the maker of Revel. 

Despite all the noise and chrome, 
Woodhouse and Lincoln’s president, Kumar 
Galhotra, hope you understand why the 
Continental name is back and whom it targets. 

“Continental was derived from interconti- 
nental style. It wasn’t purely American. It was 
a global feeling,” says Woodhouse. 

“It’s such an iconic name," Galhotra 
says, "but it is a very, very modern car. The 
emphasis overall for this vehicle is quiet 
luxury. That name is so well-associated with 
the best of Lincoln. The next logical step 
for us was to create this flagship sedan that 
offers the best of Lincoln.” 

Galhotra: “It lives up to the Continental 
name. And that name is huge in China.” ■ 


MONOCHROMATIC MODERNISM 
Lincoln design chief David 
Woodhouse brought the chrome 
trim and Rhapsody Biue paint 
inside for a modern “tone-on-tone” 
interpretation of American iuxury. 


rear seatback reclines and a lower leg support 
rises up. Push a few more, and a chromed case 
containing a small touchscreen slides out of 
the center console. Just behind the left elbow, 
there's a champagne refrigerator and a cubby 
for two thick-stemmed, custom flutes. Two 
leather-bound, zippered compartments on 
the front seatbacks pop off lugs and hidden 
magnetic clasps to become slim attache cases. 

Front seat occupants are spoiled with seats 
that can be heated, cooled, and adjusted 30 
ways, thanks to 11 air bladders strategically 
placed in the seat cushion and all the way up 
to shoulder level. Winged sections suspended 
by elastomeric fingers that cradle and caress 
sprout from the seatback and cushion. 

A cutline a third of the way into the seat 
cushion allows air bladders to independently 
support the right and left thighs. Look up, and 
there is an electrochromic sunroof similar in 
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FUST DRIVE 1 2015 Mereedes-AMG C63 


irSTIME TO STOP MOURNING THE 6.2’S DEMISE 


> The recent death of AMG’s 
legendary, big-lunged, free- 
breathing 6.2-liter V-8 has 
inspired its own “black series” of 
obituaries. Road tests of the last Edition 507 
and Black Series models praised that M156 
engine's linear power, eagerness to rev, and 
thundering bellow, implying that its smaller- 
displacement successor stifled by turbos 


might not share such virtues. Well it’s time 
to doff those widow’s weeds, lighten up, 
and regard this new Mercedes-AMG C63 
as the rainbow in Genesis— a sign of the 
horsepower gods’ covenant that no flood of 
C02 regs, CAFE standards, or guzzler taxes 
shall ever smite mankind’s quest for linear 
torque delivery, ever-improving lap times, 
and soul-stirring sounds. 
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BLACKENED M177? The limit of this 
engine with these turbos is 664 
ib-ft, ieaving us to wonder what the 
biock couid withstand with bigger 
turbos. When the new starts to 
wear off, we reckon we'ii see a 
Biack Series producing perhaps 
upward of 700 hp and 650 ib-ft. 
There’s bandwidth for increased 
chassis performance to keep up. 


LAUNCH CONTROL 
A Race Start function 
can be enabied by first 
diaiing up Sport, Sport+, 
or Race mode and setting 
the transmission to 
manuai mode and the 
ESP to Sport Handiing. 
Then, from a stop with 
one foot on the brake, you 
tug both shift paddies, 
prompting a message in 
the instrument ciuster. 
Acknowiedge Race Start 
by puiiingthe upshift 
paddle, and floor the 
accelerator. The engine 
revs to about 3,500 rpm. 

Release the brake, and 
off you go with a modest 
amount of wheeispin. 




FIRST DRIVE 

This new direct-injected, 4.0-liter, “hot- 
vee” twin-turbo V-8, code numbered M177, 
is a wet-sump riff on the M178 in the new 
Mercedes-AMG GT. Like the M156, it was 
designed from scratch in Affalterbach, where 
each one will be assembled and autographed 
by a single technician. The smaller turbo 
engine weighs about what the big M156 
did. Another tenuous hook to that head- 
line: The M177 loosely shares the Rainbow 
Warrior Greenpeace ship's mission of radical 
environmentalism, in that it wields radical 
power while greatly reducing C02 emissions. 
AMG claims a 32 percent fuel-consumption 
drop makes this the world's most efficient 
performance V-8. 

Meanwhile, 0-60-mph acceleration 
improves by a tenth thanks to a 4 percent 
power bump to 469 hp at 5,500 rpm and 479 
Ib-ft of torque from 1,750-4,500 rpm in the 
base C63. An extra 1.4 psi of boost (17.4 total) in 
S models makes for 503 hp and 516 Ib-ft. Alas, 
the redline drops from 7,200 to 7,000 rpm. 

“Exhaustive" efforts expended to usher stir- 
ring sounds past the turbos result in a three- 
valve system with no artificial electronic 
enhancement. One connects the left and right 
pipes near the engine. It opens in Comfort 
mode to send a soothing V-8 burble down 
both pipes or closes to send a CLA45-like 
snarl down each pipe. Two more valves open 
to short-circuit the rearmost mufflers, and a 
squirt of extra fuel produces lovely crackles 
and pops on overrun. Oh, and it replicates the 
M156's dramatic growl upon startup. 

That thrust is routed through AMG's 
Speedshift MCT seven-speed automatic to 
the rear wheels via a standard limited-slip 
diff that gets electronic control in S models. 
The adjustable suspension is unique to 
AMG, with three levels of damping stiffness 













2016 Mercedes-Benz C450 AMG 4Matic 



IN THE COMPACT SPORTS sedan wars 
AMG has offered generals (C63 variants) and 
foot soldiers (appearance/sport packages) 
Folks interested in captain- or major-grade 


performance went home with Audi S4s or 


BMW 335i M Sports — until now. Enter the 


Mercedes-Benz C450 AMG 4Matic. Similar 


models in other categories will all write “AMG 


4Matic after the model number, offering 


pricing and standard AWD performance that 


are more accessible to mainstream buyers 


AMG intends to dominate these mid 


tier market niches, so the C450 gets a 


362-hp/384-lb-ft higher-boost version of the 


twin-turbo, 3.0-liter V-6 that has been serving 


the C400 range (discontinued for 2016). By 


comparison, the S4 musters just 333/325, and 


the 335i is (coyly) rated 300/300. The stan 


dard 7G-Tronic torque-converter automatic is 


programmed for crisper, quicker shifts in the 


Sport+ setting of the AMG Dynamic Select 


2016 Mercedes-Benz C450 AMG 4Matic 


VEHICLE LAYOUT 


TRANSMISSION 

CURB WEIGHT 

WHEELBASE 

LENGTH X WID TH X HEIGHT 
0-60 MPH 

EPACITY/HWY/COMB 
FUEL ECON 

ON SALE IN U.S. 


$54,000 (est) 

Front-engine, AWD, 
5-pass, 4-door sedan 

3.0L/362-hp/384-lb-ft 
twin-turbo DOFIC 
24-valve V-6 

7-speed automatic 
3,700 lb (mfr) 

111.8 in 

184.5x713x56.1 in 
4.9 sec (mfr est) 

Not yet rated 


program, and the AWD and ESP systems are 
likewise AMGified with a permanent front/rear 
torque split of 33/67 percent. 

Suspension fettling revises geometry and 
bushings and adds three-position electronic 
damping and variable electric steering- 
assist systems like those used on the C63. 
Brakes are also upsized to 14.2-inch front and 
12.6-inch rear vented rotors. Unique fascias, 
wheels, and trim bridge the mild-to-wild 
gap between the C300 and C63 in terms of 
aggression, and the interior gets red stitching 
galore, plus aluminum and piano-black trim. 

The C63 feels fantastic on a wide, 
controlled track, but the C450’s noticeably 
lighter, nimbler nose lends a sure-footed ness 
and agility that the C63 lacks on narrow, 
winding public roads. The exhaust pops 
and crackles like the C63's, just in a higher 
V-6 register, and there’s a bit of that “more 
fun to drive a slow car fast” thing at work. 

With pricing expected to just undercut the 
S4’s ($54K to start), you’ll pay a 37 percent 
premium over the C300 for 50 percent more 
horsepower and 41 percent more torque. 
Sounds like reasonable bang for the buck. 

Frank Markus 


‘ ^ 




In the compact spcrts sedan wars, tMG has offered only generals and foot soldlers-nntil now. 


CONFLICT DIAMONDS 
That diamond grille with 
the single crossbar and 
those flaring nostrils 
identify this as a C-Class 
that's itching for a fight. 








V. .y 
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( 0 ) New features, new look, new podium. 


HONDA. The all-new Honda CR-V Touring. 


CR-VTouring model shown. ©2014 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
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selectable within the Dynamic Select modes. 
Tire and brake sizes ratchet up from base to 
S models, with staggered-width 18s on the 
base, 19s on the S, and carbon-ceramic rotors 
optional on the S. AMG says lap times should 
be a second quicker on a 1-minute-plus track. 

AMG introduced the C63 S on the 2.9-mile 
FI test track in Portimao, Portugal, recom- 
mending Dynamic Select Race mode, ESP 
Sport Handling mode, and the middle 
damping setting for greater compliance on 
bumpy apex curbs. I started out following 
five-time DIM champ Bernd Schneider, 
struggling to build confidence in the car’s 


ability to match his blistering pace, braking 
too early and too hard in the first corners 
then hurrying my return to full throttle 
only to break traction, resulting in further 
time-consuming (but smile-inducing) 
powerslides. When I began trusting the 
brakes, I noted that this electrified steering 
rack communicates what I need to know 
about front grip while the close-fitting seat 
transmits other chassis messages. New AMG 
head-up display graphics show crucial tach 
info while eyes stay locked on the braking- 
zone cones. A ride with Herr Schneider 
demonstrated the car’s full potential. With 
all nannies off and two passengers onboard, 
he carried 20 or 30 mph more speed through 
every section with no perceptible wheelspin. 

I left the track in a base C63 and was struck 
by how civilized the ride quality remains, 
even with stiffer springs. Tire noise borders 
on deafening, but the exhaust sounds just 
right. Smart money says the S will outsell 
the base, and indeed if I were faced with the 
choice, the roughly $10,000 upcharge would 


\ 


2015 Mercedes-AMG C63 

BASE PRiCE RANGE 

$63,000-$73,000 (est) 

VEHiCLE LAYOUT 

Front-engine, RWD, 
5-pass, 4-door sedan 

ENGINE 

4.0L/469-503-hp/479- 
516-lb-ft twin-turbo 
DOHC 32-valve V-8 

TRANSMISSION 

7-speed automatic 

CURB WEIGHT 

3,950 lb (mfr) 

WHEELBASE 

111.8 in 

LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT 

187.2x72.4x56.1 in 

0-60 MPH 

3.9-4.0 sec (mfr est) 

EPACITY/HWY/COMB 
FUEL ECON 

Not yet rated 

ON SALE IN U.S. 

Currently 


probably seem worth it for the E-Diff, better 
brakes, 180-mph speed-limiter (155 is stan- 
dard), Race mode programming, and minor 
interior and exterior styling spiffs. 

Is it OK to mourn the M156 C63 AMG? Sure. 
That engine in that car made for big, hairy, 
loud, stupid fun. But tmst me. A strong dose 
of smaller, blown, loud, stupid M177 fun (plus 
faster lap times and a lighter fuel bill) should 
dry those crocodile tears right up. ■ 


MULTI CHOICE 
Four seat insert options 
inciude black faux suede 
or leather in biack, red, 
or gray (shown). Dash 
trim comes in two woods, 
carbon fiber, or piano 
biack. An Edition One 
modei gets red accents 
and diamond stitching. 
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2,500 Years In The Making! 

Official Distributor Reieases 2015 Siiver Angei Coin 


P recious Angel coins are highly collectible. Rare, 
historic angel coins can sell for thousands of 
dollars. Today, the classic image of St. Michael slaying 
the dragon is reborn as a massive legal-tender coin 
struck in pure silver — ^just released at a remarkably 
affordable price. 

Angels have been depicted on coins for 2,500 years. 
Nearly every religion has their own version of angels. 
One of the most recognizable images of these heavenly 
protectors depicts St. Michael the Archangel slaying the 
dragon. This powerful image, representing the triumph 
of Good over Evil, has appeared on British coins ever 
since the reign of Henry VII in 1489. 

2015 Brilliant Uncirculated Silver Angel 

As the Official Distributor, GovMint.com is releasing the 
FIRST-EVER 2015 legal-tender one-ounce Silver Angel 
struck in 99.9% pure silver in Brilliant Uncirculated 
(BU) condition. The coin s reverse features a dramatic 
sculpted image of St. Michael battling a fierce dragon. 
The obverse features the regal portrait of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II. 


Each 2015 Silver Angel comes with an official government 
certificate of authenticity, as well as your FREE Silver 
Angel Collector’s Guide. 

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee 

You must be 100% satisfied with your 2015 Silver 
Angels or return them within 30 days of receipt for 
a prompt refund (less all s/h). These Silver Angels are 
flying off our shelves! Don’t miss out on this exciting 
new release. Call immediately to secure your 2015 
One-Ounce Silver Angels NOW! 

2015 Brilliant Uncirculated Sliver Angel 

1-4 coins $27.95 ea. (plus s/h) 

5-9 coins $27.75 ea. (plus s/h) 

10-19 coins $27.50 ea. (plus s/h) 

20-h coins $27.25 ea. (plus s/h) 

For fastest service, call today toll-free 

1-888-324-2087 


GovMint.com -14101 Southcross Dr. W. Dept. SVB1 77-01 ■ Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Past performance is not a predictor 
of future performance. NOTE: GovMint.com® is a private distributor of worldwide government 
coin and currency issues and privately issued licensed collectibles and is not affiliated with the 
United States government. Facts and figures deemed accurate as of February 2015. 

©2015 GovMint.com. 



GovMint.com* 

THE BE;tT BmillCE I^H COlHi MRLEHPTDE 


THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE " 




FIRST DRIVE 1 2016 Porsche Cayman GT4 



Words Scott Evans 


THE MORE YOU DRIVE IT, 
THE MORE YOU WANT 
TO DRIVE IT. THE HARDER 
YOU WANT TO DRIVE IT. 
THE FASTER YOU WANT 
TO DRIVE IT. BECAUSE IT 
ONLY GETS BEHER THE 
HARDERYOUPUSHIT. 
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O Gliding through Portimao’s 

Samsung corner, former World 
Rally Champion Walter Rohrl is 
driving the dark silver Cayman 
GT4 very, very quickly, but by now iVe spent 
enough time with the car to sense it’s got 
some left in it. As we exit Turn 9, Rohrl 
glances in the mirror at the three GT4s tailing 
us. They’re keeping up. His face, already 
stoic, tightens. His eyes narrow, and his 
body language is suddenly but obviously 
more serious. 

It’s on. Rohrl drives the GT4 for everything 
it’s worth. Three corners later, he backs off a bit, 
looks over at me, and says dryly, “Sometimes 
you have to show them who is the chief.’’ 

It’s there, at the razor’s edge, where I finally 
appreciate just how good the GT4 is. Rohrl 
has left the traction and stability control on, 
and they never make themselves known. It’s 
immediately clear to me the car wants to go 



even faster, but we’ve reached the limit of 
what the best street tire can do. 

On the next lap, I ask him if he would 
change an 3 Thing aside from the tires if he 
were to enter the car in a race. He pauses a 
moment then answers firmly. “No.’’ 

The GT4’s goodness starts at the corners. 
The front suspension and tires are straight 
from the 911 GT3. The rear suspension 
features a new knuclde and helper springs. 
All four corners get active dampers and ball 
joints for suspension mounts. The tires are 
Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2s. They’re assisted 
by a big, fixed rear wing, a small ducktail 
spoiler below it, and a big front splitter. 


With more grip than power, it takes a 
concerted effort to upset the chassis in any 
way, and you won’t find the limits of its 
grip on the street. Even bumps and holes 
can’t shake it. When we nail a big, unseen, 
mid-corner dip with the left rear tire at high 
speed, I have no doubt that the tire left the 
ground, but the two were immediately put 
back into contact, and the chassis registered 
only the slightest shimmy. 

On top of it all, the ride quality is shock- 
ingly good. Normal mode is tuned for the 
bumpy Niirburgring Nordschleife, and as a 
result the car rides very well on underfunded 
public roads. Unlike with some track-oriented 
cars, you could just as easily take this one on a 
road trip. Even with the dampers set to Sport, 
the ride is more than tolerable. 

The key component tying it all together 
is the steering. The weighting and precision 
are exceptional, and the rack transmits the 





BASE PRICE $85,595 

VEHICLE LAYOUT Mid-engine, RWD, 

2-pass, 2-door 
hatchback 


important road feedback but filters out the 
useless stuff. 

Taken to task, the GT4 returns beautifully 
neutral handling. Getting anything more 
than a mild push requires a serious mistake, 
and the same goes for oversteer. The car will 
rotate a few degrees with well-timed trailing 
throttle mid-corner or too much throttle 
at corner exit, but the rotation is slow and 
smooth and easily controlled. 

The car also has more brakes than power. 
The 15-inch steel rotors at all corners (also 
lifted from the GT3) get clamped by six 
pistons in front and four in the rear. Brake 
pedal progression and feedback are excellent, 
allowing you to be extremely precise in your 
braking. There’s also a superfluous carbon- 
ceramic brake package. 

With such incredible braking and handling 
abilities, the GT4 becomes as much a teacher 
as an ally. In its responses to your inputs, the 
GT4 will show you exactly what you’ve done 
wrong in any given corner. If you listen, you’ll 
know exactly what to do differently on the 
next lap. Turn in too early or carry too much 
speed? A mild push on the way out. If you 
do manage to get the car out of sorts, it’s so 
forgiving that your confidence won’t suffer. 
It’s a post-graduate study in handling to a 
Miata’s undergraduate education. 


The downside is this: It’s almost too 
good. On a public road, it takes suicidal 
speeds to really feel like you’re challenging 
the car. On the track, you must identify the 
scary corners then grit your teeth and carry 
more speed through them. The GT4 won’t 
make you feel like a hero until you push the 
bounds of your comfort zone. 

Then there’s the powertrain. The 
911-derived, 385-hp, 3.8-liter, naturally aspi- 
rated flat-six revs freely and quickly to 7,800 
rpm, though it truly comes to life at 4,000 
rpm. Low-end torque is just above adequate 
for the caliber of the car, allowing you to go 
hard into the throttle at corner exit without 
worrying much about oversteer. Inside the 
car, there’s a healthy dose of induction noise 
evocative of an old air-cooled 911. Outside, 
it sounds like a spec racing car with just 
enough muffler to meet legal requirements. 
The dirty truth, cliched and ungrateful as it 
sounds, is that this improved chassis could 
take even more power. 

The six-speed manual shifter has far less 
room for improvement. It’s light and precise 
with just enough notchiness to let you know 
you’re fully in gear. Throws are short, and the 
gates are closely spaced. The clutch is light 
but easy to feel out. It’s simply amazing how 
quicldy you can change gears. The only mark 


against it is a somewhat weak reverse lockout 
that can occasionally be breached when 
attempting a fast 3-2 downshift. Porsche is 
looking into it. Should you care to use it, the 
automatic downshift engine rev-matching 
feature works perfectly. 

It's immediately clear when driving the 
Cayman GT4 that this car was built by people 
who love to drive above all else. The car was 
designed not just to be faster but also fun and 
exciting and rewarding. At the same time, 
though, it doesn’t give up its rewards easily. 

It not only forces you to be better but also 
teaches you how to do it. The more you drive 
it, the more you want to drive it. The harder 
you want to drive it. The faster you want to 
drive it. All because you know that it only gets 
better the harder you push it and yourself. ■ 


ENGINE 3.8L/385-hp/310-lb-ft 

DOHC 24-valve flat-6 


TRANSMISSION 

6-speed manual 

CURB WEIGHT ^ 2,950 lb (mfr) 

WHEELBASE 97.8 in 

LXWXH 

174.7x71.5x49.8 in 

0-60 MPH 

4.2 sec (mfr est) 

EPACITY/HWY/ 
COMB FUELECON 

Not yet rated 


62 MOTORTREND.COM / JUNE 2015 



+ S&P 


CALL NOW TOLL FREE 24/7 ON 1-877 550 9876 

Quote promo code MT155ALP or order online at www.timepiecesusa.com/mt155 


DANIEL STEIGER 


Brand: Daniel Steiger Gud^Td^x\Xee\ Daniel Steiger 5 Year Movement Guarantee Case Approx.: 53mm / 2.1ln 

Case Depth Approx; Mmm / 0.5ln Gender: Mens Dial Colour: Black 
Case & Bracelet Material: Solid Stainless Steel 18k Yellow Gold 

Sub-dials: Month, Date, Dual Time & Day Case Features: Screw Down Crown & Buttons Rotating Bezel 
Bracelet: Stainless Steel Adjustable With Divers Buckle Water Resistance: lOATMs 


The Daniel Steiger 

ALPHAGRAPH 

DIAMOND 




LIST PRICE: $1,095 
NOW ONLY: $179 


(You Save $916) 


Timepieces International Inc, 3580 NW 56th Street, Fort Lauderdale Florida, 33309 





COMPARISON 






2015AudiSQ5 vs. 2015 BMW X4xDrive35i VS. 2015 Mercedes-Benz GLA45AMG VS. 2015 Porsche Macan Turbo 



wunderbar mistake that turned out to be. 

The small SUVs atop the U.S. sales charts 
lack any pretense of sportiness, but these 
four compact-ish Germans ooze it. This 
Teutonic quartet represents the sportiest 
small crossovers Germany makes. From 
Ingolstadt comes the 354-hp 2015 Audi SQ5. 
Munich is home to the fastback-styled 2015 
BMW X4 xDrive35i. Stuttgart has two entrants: 
the 355-hp 2015 Mercedes-Benz GLA45 AMG, 
which comes courtesy of Affalterbach, and 
the 400-hp 2015 Porsche Macan Turbo. Each 
contender features all-wheel drive and some 
form of forced induction. 


Because these SUVs, unlike most, are 
built for spirited performance driving, we’re 
judging them as such over a road loop that 
Jonny Lieberman dubbed the Siirfschleife. 
This route includes Los Angeles’ famous 
Mulholland Drive, steep hills, tight switch- 
backs, and some city and highway motoring 
thrown in for good measure. We’re primarily 
seeldng to determine which German ute 
is the best driver of the bunch, but fuel 
economy, comfort, and value will play a 
role in our decision, as well. 


I Sport/utility vehicle. Is there 
a bigger misnomer than that? 
Sure, SUVs are vehicles, and they 
I do usually have some sort of 
utilitarian function, but sport? Nuh-uh. Take 
a look at the most popular SUVs in the United 
States last year, led by the Honda CR-V, Ford 
Escape, and Toyota RAV4. 1 don’t think any of 
you would argue with me if I said sportiness 
is the last reason anyone's buying these. 

I suspect somewhere along the SUV devel- 
opment timeline someone— probably the 
same person who said a four-door could be 
labeled a coupe— forgot to tell the Germans 
that SUVs don’t need to be sporty. And what a 




ON PAPER, things didn’t look too good for the 
BMW X4 xDrive 35i. This so-called SAC (BMW 
insists on calling it a “sport activity coupe’’) 
has the lowest power and torque output, the 
slowest 0-60 mph and quarter-mile times, 
and the second-longest braking distance of 
the bunch. The X4’s 3.0-liter, turbocharged 
1-6 makes just 300 ponies and 300 Ib-ft of 


twist. Despite the handicap— and thanks to 
a ZF-sourced eight-speed automatic and the 
second-lowest curb weight— the X4 wasn’t 
that far behind the others at the track. Stomp 
on the gas, and the X4 will hustle to 60 in 5.2 
seconds and complete the quarter mile in 13.9 
seconds at 98.8 mph. Slam on the brakes from 
60 mph, and the X4 will stop in 113 feet. 

The X4’s laclduster (for the group) figure- 
eight performance of 26.2 seconds at 0.71g 
average was reflected on the twistier sections 
of our road loops. “The X4 is immediately 
larger, taller, and heavier-feeling than the 
others,’’ associate editor Rory Jurnecka 
noted. “Steering the X4 is like playing tug- 
of-war with the front tires; it really needs 
to be muscled around to get the most out 
of it.’’ Associate editor Scott Evans agreed, 
likening the X4 to a big sport sedan on the 
canyon portions of the loop. “Body control is 


impressive for the ungainliness of this car,’’ 
he said. “I actually enjoyed driving it hard.’’ 

The rest of the package was hit-or-miss up 
in the canyons. The X4’s straight-six was a 
genuine treat and the best part of the cross- 
over. The engine sounds great and loves to 
sing all the way up to its 7,000 rpm redline. 

Although it wasn't impressive on the 
ragged edge, we expected better of the BMW 
during the freeway and city portions of our 
drive loops. For the least sport-oriented SUV 
in the test, the BMW X4 was not surpris- 
ingly the least enjoyable. The BMW had the 
harshest ride and the loudest cabin of the 
group, thanks in large part to the noise gener- 
ated by the mbber band-thin run-flat rubber 
on its 20-inch wheels. Add its lackluster 
canyon performance to its poor city and 
freeway manners, and it’s no surprise Munich 
came up short among its German rivals. 



The X4's straight-six was a genuine treat and the best part of the cressever. 


DISAPPOINTING The BMW X4xDrive35i features 
leather on the seats and door panels that is nice, 
but the Munich-born SUV's cabin is otherwise 
“cheap, stale, and frankly just old-looking,” 
associate editor Rory Jurnecka said. 
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New STA-BIL* 360° PERFORMANCE is the only fuel treatment to emit 
a revolutionary vapor technology that rises above the fuel line to protect 
your engine where others before it can’t. Use it with every fill up to help 
keep your engine running cleaner, leaner, smoother and stronger than ever. 

The next level of engine performance is in the vapor. 


5-IN-1 MAXIMIZER HELPS 


STABli 


MAXIMIZE FUEL 
ECONOMY 


PREVENT 
ETHANOL DAMAGE 


RESTORE POWER 


CLEAN FUEL SYSTEM 




STA-BIL360.com 






Ingolstadt prefers the instant torque delivery 
of a supercharger— thus the SQ5 sports a 
supercharged, 3.0-liter V-6 good for 354 hp 
and 347 Ib-ft of torque. Like the BMW’s, it's 
mated to an eight-speed automatic trans- 
mission. If our SQ5 had been shod with 
summer rubber, it would’ve performed as our 
2014 tester did: 4.8 seconds to 60 mph, 13.5 
seconds for the quarter mile at 102.2 mph, a 
104-foot stop from 60 mph, and an impres- 
sive 25.9-second figure-eight lap averaging 
0.71 g. With snow tires its track performance 
was still surprisingly impressive. Thanks to 
the extra slip allowed by the softer winter 
rubber, the SQ5 hit 60 mph in 4.4 seconds 
and powered through the quarter mile in 13.1 
seconds at 104.2 mph. The cold weather tires 
hurt the SQ5 in braldng, 123 feet to stop from 
60 mph, and on the figure eight, where it 
needed 26.5 seconds to complete the course. 


averaging 0.72 g along the way. 

The SQ5 quicldy won the hearts and minds 
of our judges during the road loops. “I think 
the ‘R’ fell off!” Evans said, hinting at Audi's 
RS models, after his drive. “Put it in Dynamic, 
and it’s unhinged. The throttle is hair-trigger. 
The engine is always at 4,000 to 6,000 rpm.” 

Unhinged is an apt descriptor. The SQ5’s 
supercharged V-6 is slightly less powerful 
than the related Macan’s twin-turbo V-6, but 
thanks to the surge of torque and the snow 
tires clawing for grip as you leap off the line, 
you wouldn’t know it. The SQ5’s unhinged 
personality is combined with a mean exhaust 
note (which, to be fair to the others, is piped 
into the cabin through the stereo), a decent 
automatic transmission, and a good ride. 
Jurnecka was a fan of the winter tires on the 
SQ5. “Winter tires should be standard on 
this thing!” he said. “Lots of fun to get the 


WINTER TIRES. Our 2015 Audi SQ5 was deliv- 
ered to us with winter tires on a 73-degree 
Febmary day. Although it obviously wasn't 
ideal, we were still expecting big things 
from the SQ5, especially because at heart it’s 
basically a slightly lighter but much cheaper 
version of the Porsche Macan. Stuttgart 
uses turbochargers to boost its engines, but 






GOOD TIMES These four SUVs 
combine for 1,409 horsepower, 
1,385 Ib-ft of torque, 22 
cylinders, four turbochargers, 
and one supercharger. Rad. 


AGING WELL The SQ5’s interior is dated 
compared with the interiors found in Audi’s 
iatest, but the Audi stiii sports exceptionai 
quaiity and an R8-inspired fiat-bottom 
steering wheei. We do wish the seats had 
a bit more boistering, though. 



car moving around,” though he noted some 
unpredictability in that regard. 

Associate online editor Erick Ayapana also 
noted the difference. ‘A textbook example of 
the dramatic effects tires have on handling,” 
he said. “This SQ5 with winters is not the 
SQ5 1 remember driving last year.” Maybe it's 
best those winter tires aren't standard. 

So where does it fall apart for the SQ5? 
Although testing the SQ5 and its cold- 
weather tires on hot, dry roads wasn't ideal, 
its ranking reflects more on our experiences 
with summer tires than this winter-ready 
example. Rather, it's that steering feel is 
more Novocain than cocaine and the fact 
that the SQ5 is a little too unrefined for us. 
It’s got loads of personality but not enough 
polish— inside the cabin, under the skin, 
or where the rubber meets the road— to 
compete with the contenders above it. 
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THE AUDI AND BMW fell into their respec- 
tive places pretty easily, but picking a winner 
between the Porsche Macan Turbo and 
the Mercedes-Benz GLA45 AMG was far 
more difficult. Both are among the best- 
driving SUVs ever made. Neither makes any 
compromises for being an SUV, behaving 
like a sports car one moment and a family 
crossover the next. In the Porsche’s case, it’s 
an expensive sports car thanks to its $84,850 
sticker, which is considerably more than the 
rest of the competition. That price tag isn't 
without perks, though, such as a 3.6-liter 


twin-turbo V-6 good for 400 hp and 406 lb- ft 
of torque paired with Porsche’s marvelous 
PDK seven-speed twin-clutch automatic and 
a torque-vectoring all-wheel-drive system. 

The Macan is the heaviest crossover of the 
quartet, but its track numbers don't show it. 
The Porsche’s 4.2-second 0-60 mph time is 
the quickest of the bunch. Its quarter-mile 
performance of 12.9 seconds at 106.2 mph 
makes it the second quickest by a tenth of a 
second and second fastest by about 1 mph. It 
stops from 60 mph in 102 feet and can pull 
off 0.90g average on the skidpad. Although 


‘Ting telepathic, man! Eveiything seems te werktogether so seamlessly!” 



70 MOTORTREND.COM / JUNE 2015 






SAVINGS NO ^ 

MATTER YOUR RIDE 


GET A FREE INSURANCE QUOTE TODAY. 


GEICO.COM 


1-800-947-AUT0 


LOCAL OFFICE 


Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Motorcycle coverage is underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. Boat and PWC coverages are written tbrougb Seaworthy Insurance Company, a Berksbire Hathaway 
affiliate, and through other non-affiliated insurance companies, and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko 
image © I999-20I5. © 20I5 GEICO 









impressive, perhaps the most impressive 
is its figure-eight lap, where it finished in a 
two-way tie for first-place. Both the Macan 
and the GLA45 lapped the course in 25.0 
seconds at 0.78g average. 

The Macan's road manners speak even 
louder than its track numbers. “F’ing tele- 
pathic, man!” I started my notes. “Everything 
from the engine and transmission to the 
suspension and steering seems to work 
together so seamlessly.” As is the case with 
most modern Porsches, getting around a 
corner quickly is as simple as tapping the 
Sport Plus button and hanging on for dear 
life as the Macan does all the hard work for 
you. The one big drawback for the Macan 



With performance, comfort, and features 
so evenly matched with our top finisher, the 
Macan falls short in value. “Nowhere is the 
‘you get what you pay for’ adage so evident as 
in the Porsche Macan Turbo,” Jurnecka noted. 
“It looks expensive, feels expensive, sounds 
expensive, drives expensive, and even smells 
expensive. And guess what: It’s expensive! 

To the tune of some $20,000 more than the 
second-cheapest vehicle in the group.” One 
could argue that options such as the $3,300 
21-inch wheels could be slapped, but there’s 
no getting around the fact that the Macan is 
pricey. Even a Macan S comparably equipped 
to its competitors is still 10 grand more 
expensive— and slower to boot. 


is its decidedly un-Porsche-like steering 
feel. Although the steering rack itself is 
quick, feedback is numb and, well, Audi- 
like. “Clinical and sterile,” Ayapana called 
it. Evans said it was “very competent and 
efficient at driving fast but rather emotion- 
less about it— virtuosity rather than passion, 
scales rather than solos.” 
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COMPARISON 


AS ENTHUSIASTS, we’re quick to pigeon- 
hole a vehicle that doesn't fit cleanly into 
any of our black-and-white categories. Take 
the Subaru XV Crosstrek. Subaru calls it an 
SUV. Enthusiasts call it a tall hatchback. The 
Mercedes-Benz GLA45 AMG is another of 
those hard-to-pin-down vehicles. Evans’ 
first line in his notes: “It’s not an SUV; it’s a 
hot hatch with a lift kit.’’ Call the GLA45 AMG 
what you will. It’s not only the best-driving 
crossover here, but it’s also among the best- 
handling vehicles on the market, bar none. 

Don’t believe me? Take a look at its 


figure-eight time. The GLA45 AMG lapped 
the figure eight in the same time as the 
Macan Turbo— a supercar-like 25.0-second 
lap at 0.78g average. Its skidpad performance 
was equally impressive, averaging 0.93 g. 

And then there are the GLA45’s straight-line 
stats. The only four-cylinder vehicle of the 
bunch, the GLA45’s over-boosted 2.0-liter, 
turbocharged 1-4 and its 355 hp and 332 Ib-ft 
of torque mated to a seven-speed dual-clutch 
automatic rockets to 60 mph from a stand- 
still in 4.3 seconds and finishes the quarter 
mile in a comparison-best 12.8 seconds at 


The GLA4li AMG is aihony the best-handling vehicles nn the market, bar nnne. 
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What our clients are 
saying about Stauer 
Helenite jewelry: 

“M.J wife received more 
compliments on this stone 
on the first day she wore 
it than any other piece of 
jewelry I've ever ^iven her. ' 

- J. from Orlando, FL 
Stauer Client 


was 


the efterm^ol 
Mount St. Helens 
eruptfoni 


Famous Volcano Has 
Strange Effect On Women 


Man and nature collaborate to create a glamorous green ring guaranteed to 
rock her world! Own it today for ONLY ^99 plus FREE studs with ring purchase! 


O n May 18, 1980, Mount St. Helens erupted, sending a 
column of ash and smoke 80,000 feet into the atmosphere. 
From that chaos, something beautiful emerged — our spectacular 

Spirit Lake Helenite Ring. 

Created from the superheated volcanic rock dust of the historic 
Mount St. Helens eruption, helenite has become the green stone 
of choice for Jewelry and fashion designers worldwide. Helenites 
vivid color and immaculate clarity rivals mined emeralds that can 
sell for as much as $3,000 per carat. Today you can wear this 
4-carat stunner for only $99! 

Our exclusive design highlights 
the visually stunning stone with a 
concave cut set in .925 sterling silver 
loaded with brilliant white, lab- 
created DiamondAwra®. The classic 
pairing of colors in a vintage- 
inspired setting makes for a state- 
ment ring that's simply impossible 
to ignore! 

Beauty from the beast. Also 
known as 'America's Emerald," 
helenite is not an emerald at all, but 
a brighter and clearer green stone 
that gem cutters can facet into 


EXCLUSIVE 

FREE 

Helenite Studs 

-a $129 value- 

with purchase of 
Spirit Lake Ring 



spectacular large carat weight jewelry. "It's just recently that 
luxury jewelers have fallen in love with helenite," says James Fent, 
GIA certified gemologist. "Clear green color in a stone this size 
is rarely found in emeralds but helenite has come to the rescue." 

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Bring home the Spirit 

Lake Helenite Ring and see for yourself. If you are not 
completely blown away by the exceptional beauty of this rare 
American stone, simply return the ring within 60 days for 
a full refund of your purchase price. It's that simple. But we're 
betting that once you slide this gorgeous green beauty on your 
finger, it will take a force of nature to get you two apart! 


Spirit Lake Helenite Ring 

Total value with FREE studs $ 4 7 ^" ^ 

Now, Offer Code Price Only $99 + S&P Save $379! 


1-888-324-6514 

Your Offer Code: SLR185-02 

You must use this insider offer code to get our special price. 


Suucr 


14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. SLRl 85-02, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com 



Rating of A-i- 


Special price only for customers using the offer code 
versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code. 


4 carat Helenite center stone • Lab-created white DiamondAura accents • .92^ sterling silver setting • Whole ring sizes ^-10 

Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices™ 






107.9 mph. The GLA45 comes to a halt in 
just 103 feet in the 60-0 test. Those numbers 
are neck and neck with the Porsche. So 
where does the GLA really distinguish itself? 
Poundage. The GLA45 weighs nearly 1,000 
pounds less than the Macan. In this case, 
less mass directly correlates to more fun. 
“Smallest guy in the group yet has the most 
personality— just ridiculously fun,” Ayapana 
said. Evans agreed: “Great power, wonderful 
handling, tremendous grip, and good 
steering. You can't not have fun in this car.” 
They’re both right. There’s no getting around 
how much personality the GLA has. “If the 



GLA’s turbo-four were a person, it would 
be a hyperactive 4-year-old on a dangerous 
combination of sugar and caffeine,” Jurnecka 
wrote. The GLA is addictive. Whatever you 
ask of it, it delivers, whether you want a 
docile around-town ride, a comfortable road- 
tripper, or a street-going global rallycross car. 
The Porsche Macan Turbo and Mercedes- 
Benz GLA45 AMG were closely matched, 
but the price gap, fuel economy, and fun 
advantage give the small, racy AMG crossover 
what it takes to put the “sport” back in sport/ 
utility vehicle and thus be crowned champ of 
the small, sporty German SUVs. ■ 
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POWERTRAIN/CHASSIS 
DRIVETRAIN LAYOUT 
ENGINE TYPE 

VALVETRAIN 
DISPLACEMENT 
COMPRESSION RATIO 
POWER (SAE NET) 

TORQUE (SAE NET) 

REDLINE 

WEIGHT TO POWER 

TRANSMISSION 

AXLE/FINAL-DRIVE RATIO 
SUSPENSION. FRONT; REAR 

STEERING RATIO 
TURNS LOCK-TO-LOCK 
BRAKES. F;R 

WHEELS. F;R 

TIRES. F;R 


2015 Audi SQ5 

2015 BMWX4xDrive35i 

2015 Mercedes-Benz GLA45 AMG 

2015 Porsche Macan Turbo 

Front-engine, AWD 

Front-engine, AWD 

Front-engine, AWD 

Front-engine, AWD 

Supercharged 90-deg 

Turbocharged 1-6, 

Turbocharged 1-4, 

Twin-turbo 90-deg V-6, 

V-6, alum block/heads 

alum block/head 

alum block/head 

alum block/heads 

DOHC, 4 valves/cyl 

DO FI C, 4 valves/cyl 

DORIC, 4 valves/cyl 

DOHC, 4 valves/cyl 

182.8 cu in/2,995cc 

' 181.7 cuin/2,979cc 

^ 121.5 cu in/l,991cc 

220.0 cu in/3,605cc 

10.3:1 

] 10.0:1 

] 8.6:1 

10.5:1 

354 hp @ 6,000 rpm 

300 hp @ 5,800 rpm 

355 hp @ 6,000 rpm 

400 hp @ 6,000 rpm 

347 Ib-ft @ 4,000 rpm 

^ 300 Ib-ft @ 1,200 rpm 

^ 332 Ib-ft @ 2,250 rpm 

406 Ib-ft @ 1,350 rpm 

6,800 rpm 

7,000 rpm 

6,250 rpm 

6,800 rpm 

12.4 Ib/hp 

_ 14.1 Ib/hp 

^ 10.3 Ib/hp 

11.4 Ib/hp 

8-speed automatic 

8-speed automatic 

7-speed twin-clutch automatic 

7-speed twin-clutch automatic 

3.08:1/2.05:1 

’ 3.39:1/2.26:1 

’ 4.13:1/1.98:1 

4.13:1/2.15:1 

Muiti-iink, coii springs, anti-roii 

Struts, coil springs, anti-roll bar; 

Struts, coil springs, anti-roll bar; 

Multi-link, air springs, adj shocks. 

bar; muiti-iink, coii springs. 

multi-link, coil springs. 

multi-link, coil springs. 

anti-roll bar; multi-link, air springs. 

anti-roii bar 

anti-roll bar 

anti-roll bar 

adj shocks, anti-roll bar 

15.9:1 

16.4:1 

15.2:1 

14.3:1 

"2.8 

' 2.2 

' 2.5 

! 2.6 

15.0-in vented disc; 13.0-in 

12.9-in vented disc; 13.0-in 

13.8-in vented disc; 13.0-in 

14.2-in vented disc; 14.0-in 

vented disc, ABS 

vented disc, ABS 

vented disc, ABS 

vented disc, ABS 

8.5 X 20 in, cast aluminum 

8.5 X 20 in; 10.0 x 20 in, cast 
aluminum 

8.0 X 20 in, cast aluminum 9.0 x 21 in; 10.0 x 21 in, forged 

aluminum 

255/45R20 lOlV M+S 

245/40R20 99Y: 

235/40R20 96Y Continental 

265/40R21 lOlY; 295/35R21 103Y 

Dunlop SP Winter Sport 3D 

275/35R20 102Y Pirelli P Zero 

ContiSportContact 5P 

Michelin Latitude Sport 3 


DIMENSIONS 




WHEELBASE 

110.5 in 

110.6 in 

^ 106.3 in 

110.5 in 

TRACK, F/R 

64.2/64.0 in 

' 62.8/63.4 in 

] 61.7/61.7 in 

' 65.2/65.0 in 

LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT 

'l83.0 X 75.2 X 65.3 in 

^ 184.3 X 74.1 X 63.9 in 

’ 174.9 X 71.0 X 58.2 in 

1 185.0 X 76.1 X 63.4-65.4 in 

GROUND CLEARANCE 

7.9 in 

’ 8.0 in 

^ 4.8 in 

' 7.1-9.1 in 

APPROACH/DEPART ANGLE 

25.0/20.0 deg 

] 26.0/23.0 deg 

] 11.9/18.3 deg 

^ 19.7-26.6/18.5-25.3 deg 

TURNING CIRCLE 

38.1ft 

’ 39.0 ft 

■ 38.8 ft 

' 39.2 ft 

CURB WEIGHT 

4,373 lb 

4,240 lb 

3,646 lb 

4,544 lb 

WEIGHT DIST, F/R 

54/46% 

’ 51/49% 

’ 60/40% 

1 55/45% 

r TOWING CAPACITY 

4,400 lb 

^ 3,500 lb 

Not recommended 

‘ 4,400 lb 

[ SEATING CAPACITY 

5 

! 5 

^5 

! 5 

1 HEADROOM. F/R 

38.1/37.7 in 

’ 40.0/37.4 in 

’ 36.9/36.7 in 

' 38.1/37.7 in (est) 

LEGROOM.F/R 

41.0/37.4 in 

' 40.4/34.8 in 

] 41.9/33.9 in 

' 41.0/37.4 in (est) 

SHOULDER ROOM, F/R 

57.7/56.4 in 

’ 57.2/56.0 in 

’ 54.8/53.1 in 

1 57.7/56.4 in (est) 

CARGO VOL BEHF/R 

57.3/29.1 cu ft 

' 49.4/17.7 cu ft 

' 42.0/11.8 cu ft 

' 53.0/17.7 cu ft 


TEST DATA 


ACCELERATION TO MPH 


0-90 

0-100 

PASSING. 45-65 MPH 
QUARTER MILE 
BRAKING. 60-0 MPH 
LATERAL ACCELERATION 
MT FIGURE EIGHT 
TOP-GEAR REVS @60 MPH 


1.6 sec 

1.8 sec 

1.5 sec 

1.4 sec 

2.3 

’ 2.7 

’ 2.2 

' 2.2 

3.3 

’ 3.8 

’ 3.1 

' 3.1 

*4.4 

^ 5.2 

' 4.3 

' 4.2 

5.8 

^ 6.9 

5.5 

5.6 

'7.4 

] 8.9 

' 7.0 

' 7.1 

9.4 

’ 11.4 

’ 8.8 

] 9.0 

11.8 

' 14.4 

' 10.9 

' 11.3 

’2.3 

! 2.8 

2.2 

! 2.3 

13.1 sec @ 104.2 mph 

13.9 sec @ 98.8 mph 

12.8 sec @ 107.9 mph 

12.9 sec @ 106.2 mph 

123 ft 

] 113 ft 

] 103 ft 

' 102 ft 

0.82 g (avg) 

^ 0.85 g (avg) 

^ 0.93 g (avg) 

__ 0.90 g (avg) 

26.5 sec @ 0.72 g (avg) 

26.2 sec @ 0.71 g (avg) 

25.0 sec @ 0.78 g (avg) 

25.0 sec @ 0.78 g (avg) 


1,600 rpm 


1,450 rpm 


1,800 rpm 


CONSUMER INFO 


BASE PRICE 

$53,625 

$48,950 

$49,225 

$73,295 

PRICE AS TESTED 

$59,525 

$64,525 

$65,985 

$84,850 

STABILITY/TRACTION CONTROL 

Yes/Yes 

Yes/Yes 

Yes/Yes 

Yes/Yes 

AIRBAGS 

Dual front, f/r side, f/r curtain 

Dual front, front side, f/r curtain 

Dual front, f/r side, f/r curtain, 
front knee 

Dual front, f/r side, 
f/r curtain, front knee 

BASIC WARRANTY 

4yrs/50,000 miles 

4yrs/50,000 miles 

4yrs/50,000 miles 

4yrs/50,000 miles 

POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 

4yrs/50,000 miles 

4yrs/50,000 miles 

4yrs/50,000 miles 

4yrs/50,000 miles 

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 

4yrs/50,000 miles 

4yrs/Unlimited 

Unlimited 

4yrs/50,000 miles 

FUEL CAPACITY 

19.8 gal 

17.7 gal 

16.9 gal 

19.8 gal 

epacitWhwy/combecon 

17/24/19 mpg 

19/27/22 mpg 

23/29/25 mpg 

17/23/19 mpg 

ENERGY CONS, CITY/HWY 

211/147 kW-hrs/100 miles 

’ 177/125 kW-hrs/100 miles 

147/116 kW-hrs/100 miles 

' 198/147 kW-hrs/100 miles 

C02 EMISSIONS, COMB 

1.05 Ib/mile 

0.88 Ib/mile 

0.76 Ib/mile 

1.01 Ib/mile 

RECOMMENDED FUEL 

Unleaded premium 

Unleaded premium 

Unleaded premium 

Unleaded premium 

REALMPG,CITY/HWY/COMB 

20.8/29.4/24.0 mpg 

16.2/24.4/19.0 mpg 

25.3/31.9/27.9 mpg 

16.9/21.6/18.8 mpg 
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CHEVROLET MALmU 


INGENUITY & 
INNOVATION 


i 

f 

1 
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i 

X 
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Chevndet Malibu takes technology 
to a new fetid throughout the vehicle, 
packinga one-two punch of st^hif Heated 
power and swfentlon technology with 
connectivity and fuel efflcieney. 

That's the kind of innovation you 
can dependonfrom Chewolet 


2.SL Engine 

INTELLIGENT STOP/START TECHNOLOGY 

Und vr Cdrtutn cond^Qn«, tht «riglr 9 turns off at i atop and 
snmiess^ starts as^alrt as soon as y your foot off tlia 

briha. Tha intalMginl ilnp/starttachnotagy- itongwltfi otbar 
advancifnantt fucli la DIract irhjnotlon and Variabla Valvt 
Timing - can Increaso city mifuaga by mora than 10 parcant for 
an EFA-aFtlmitad 25 MPGdty.Thaitap/ttan tacfmalDgy uhi a 
rdnfiDfcad Abaorbant GIhi Mat (AGM) starting bittary. TharVa 
a beof ed -up tandem - aoienolO startor motor and oven an 
auxlklarybattaryPDcatad Intha raarof the car - plus an alactric 
hydraulic pump kaaps fluid circulating threug h tha tranamjaalon 
to meica suno It's always pressursd and prJmod. 





ENGINEENGAGED 

Ai MuniirlArtrdlf triTTfaHHiC bWiif^Ih 


2rOL 7Urb^ &2.SL Fnj^inr 

COOLfa CLEANER, QUICKER 

Direct inJactiDn helps reduce coid^stirt imluloni 
and allows for a Ngher comprossiQn ratkj. Direct 
Injection helps c«i the irvsfaii inters procesip 
allowing for highar boost from the ECOTEC" 

2.Q- liter engkna'etgrboehargac 

I 

i 


COLD-START 

EMISSIONS 




rM M0n£IM/VftMAn0lt0lt THkHAUBV, 

aa TO cHeviioieT.coH/MAU$it 


/ 


FIND nOADS^s 



2 . 3 L Engine 

SEAMLESS OPEHATION 

Intaka VlIvvLih Control tichnologjr^rublai varlibEi 
Intakt vilva IlftpdurAtban ind timing avor i wl^ rangi 
of engine operation "intake Veive Lift Control woi-ks 
eo saimieialy, driven aren't SHieiy to n«rtlce it at al I," 
Slid Mike Katifberg. Chevrolet flolulcnjefenglriair 
forECOTECengJnee ■whetthej' will netteeis aMl 
livings of up to ona mile per gallon, off ering in 
EPA-aBtimatad ZBchy/36 highway" 


25 

*mmr 


36 


■anr^£A4 


4CLTEWi^Fi^ 

GETC0NNEC7ED 

Tht ovaltabla built In 4G LT£ Wl FI • oHtr* • battar 
axperivTkCb than your amaripbona end tho abHlly 
to cofinect up to leva n devicaa at onca . Sd you can 
atraom your mutlc play llit whi la your paasangari 
ttroarn their favorite gamoo or movlea - keeping 
everyone bappy. 


2 X}L Turbo 

PERFECTED POWER 

In in engine'tcefnbuitlDn cycle .timing Ft everything. 
ThBovillibli ECOTEC 2.0 liter turboehargid engini hai 
nitrided intake va vea The oedltan- filled ateme the 
exhoutt valves enhance halt IransfEir^rnejnCalnlrtga 
iQwaf^rnnrtiinlfQrm velva temperitura. rtduclng valve 
guide wear and knpnevhg valve seat wear. 




ZOL Turbo 

POWER BOOSTER 

The available turbocharged ECOTEC 2.0 liter, like the 
2. S-lher engine, i4sd hB$ double overtnid cim$haftB 
end Continuously VartebiaVeive Timing The 2r0-ittef 
hu e turbocharger that helps gonerite 259 honepowir 
and a bait-bn-clau 205 lb. -ft. of torgiii that's aviilabje 
et engine si»ed$ as low as 3000 rpm 


I Matihu 2 . 0 L 

295 torquB 

i AudiA€ 2 . 0 L 

253 iorque 

IQPlin 1 BMW 528 t 

260 torque 

1 Porsche Cabman 

2 J 3 torque 

Recognized 



“MOST DEPENDABL£ MIDSIZE CAR^^ 

When you let cut to Find New Peidi. you build i carthatranki 
highest in long-torni dependability by J.D. Power, 


Ws are proud to add thia le our grtrwng list of awards. 
Chevrolet it the meal awarded car company ovov the last year’ 



rat^/Nt CHi^lAfaM mfiNIt atAct, Onstif Mrvte* -f Ad Au plfu. bAtlKfoin ^dUtmft tltdMyittm timlttnant. t Iht Ci^#%nJ44 Atleiwit AUfflStr ef 

per W imoAf AMdfWt Hri ^ tf^prtprittMfyJJL PowtritnS rtipapif i rrofir 9wrmt m«4th 

jpMf ivAtlclp* jnpWT^ jMJTl? rMrtfhi. INVOtiOff VA sf 

iurv*y*4 Ilaur ttfitfitficti rtey, ¥iiftjtfp!Ow*f.eam. 1 B***^ 9^ ^IL tnwiEAii 021731 CUaw^ 9|dtws,4Nr^ei nttfvta. 



1 2016 Volvo XC90 



Words Scott Evans 




In the movie “Be Kind Rewind,” 
two friends replace accidentally 
erased rental video tapes with 
homemade re-enactments they 
call “Swedish” or “Sweded” editions. The 
new movies are quirky and a bit different, 
but honest. Volvo has always been a bit 
quirky and different, but the honesty in 
its purpose, its function, and its intent has 
always been obvious. The original XC90 
embodied this, and the all-new SUV carries 
the mantle very well indeed. 

Perhaps the best place to start is inside 
the car. Craftsmanship has always been a 
brand value, but the company is now more 
interested in you seeing and feeling it. 
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The leather is of distinctly higher quality 
and stitched neatly to nearly every interior 
surface. What’s not leather is intriguingly 
textured metal trim or wood, with a spot of 
soft-touch plastic here and there. 

The front-row seats are comfortable and 
offer a surprising amount of lateral support 



for the class of vehicle. The second-row 
outboard seats are almost as good, and they 
both slide and tilt. Even the third row is a 
decent place to be if you’re 5-foot-9 or shorter. 

One of the XC90’s most prominent and 
important new features is a 9-inch touch- 
screen that is for all intents and purposes a 
tablet computer in the dash. Called Sensus, 
it’s the best touchscreen entertainment and 
information system on the market. The inter- 
face is incredibly intuitive for anyone who’s 
used a smartphone or tablet in the past five 
years. The functions are arranged logically 
based on how often they’re likely to be used, 
and it reacts just as quicldy to every touch and 
swipe as your phone or tablet. It’s even got a 






INSIDE OUT 
The interior is a 
wonderful place to 
be, replete with rich 
materiais and a ciassy, 
modern design. The 
view out from any seat 
is equaiiy good thanks 


to a iow beitiine, iarge 


AN ALREADY GOOD THING GETS EVEN BETTER 


windows, and a standard 
panoramic sunroof. 





1 2016 Volvo XC90 





$49,895-$60,000 
(T8, estimated) 


convenient home button at the bottom to get 
you back to the homepage. 

Interior issues are minor. There’s wind 
noise around the upper corners of the wind- 
shield, faintly interrupting an otherwise quiet 
interior. It’s matched by engine noise that 
could be less noticeable. The unintuitive elec- 
tronic gear selector on the T8 plug-in hybrid 
model is a minor annoyance. Finally, more 
USB plugs are strongly suggested. One in the 
armrest just doesn’t cut it anymore. 

In another big shift, Volvo has committed 
to four-cylinder engines only. Each engine is 
supercharged and turbocharged for consis- 
tent and linear power. The standard T6 model 
employs a 316-horsepower version of this 
engine producing 295 Ib-ft of torque. This is 


Front-engine, AWD, 

7- pass, 4-door SUV 

2.0L/316-hp/295- 
Ib-ft supercharged 
and turbocharged 
DOHC 16-valve 1-4; 
2.0L/318-hp/295-lb-ft 
supercharged and 
turbocharged DOHC 
16-valve 1-4 plus 82-hp 
rear electric motor; 400 
h p/472 Ib-ft comb (est) 

8- speed automatic 
4,650-5,200 lb (mfr) 
117.5 in 

194.8x79.1x69.9 in 
5.8-6.1 sec (mfr est) 

Not yet rated 

July (T6), October 
(T8, T6 R-Design) 


fed to an eight-speed automatic transmission 
and standard Haldex all-wheel-drive system. 
In the default Comfort mode, the power feels 
barely more than adequate for the size and 
bulk of the vehicle, but dial into Power mode, 
and it comes alive. The power curve builds 
steeply as revs increase, and the transmission 
smartly and smoothly swaps gears along the 
way. The all-wheel-drive system can send up 
to 60 percent of the power to the rear wheels 

anH ic inAncihlp tn thp Hrh/^pr nffirial fnpl 


economy numbers haven't been announced, 
but Volvo hopes to be best among three-row 
luxury crossovers. 

The T8 plug-in hybrid model uses a 
318-horsepower version of the same engine 
fitted with a starter motor-generator that 
generates electricity for the hybrid compo- 
nents, starts and restarts the engine as 
needed, and can reduce the load on the 
engine by helping under certain conditions. 
Actual electric drive power happens at the 
rear axle, which is fitted with an 82-hp motor 
powered by a 9.2-kilowatt-hour battery in the 
center tunnel. Volvo claims a total system 
rating of about 400 hp and 472 Ib-ft of torque. 

With no mechanical connection between 
the front and rear powertrains, it’s up to the 
computer to blend power, and it does so 
seamlessly. In the default Hybrid mode, it 
feels only marginally more powerful than the 
T6, but the Power mode makes it downright 
quick. Pure EV mode is strong enough to get 
you around town if you’re not an aggressive 
driver. Volvo is claiming up to 25 miles of EV 
driving range and 2.5 hours to charge fully 
on a 240-volt plug or 5 hours on a regular 
110-volt wall socket. When you’re cooldng 
with gas, Volvo says to expect 59 mpg-e. 

Speeding up requires slowing down, and 
it’s a similar story. The T6 provides good 
stopping power and a nice response from 
the brake pedal. The T8 suffers from familiar 
hybrid brake issues. The pedal is abnormally 
firm, and the feedback is vague. Braldng 
power itself is fine. Volvo says the issue will 
be addressed before the T8 goes on sale. 

Steering is also inconsistent between the 
two models. Both use electric power steering, 
and both suffer odd steering weighting, as if 
mbber bands are pulling the steering back 
to center. In the T6, it’s barely perceptible, so 
the average customer is unlikely to notice. It’s 
more pronounced in the T8, but Volvo says 
that’s on the fix list, too. 

What is consistent is the handling. Both 
handle well for their size and weight. Body 
control is impressive with no unwanted 
movements. Both can feel tippy if you corner 
hard, but that’s expected from a big SUV. 
Otherwise, the XC90 leans smoothly on its 
outside tires. The fat Pirelli tires grip well 
without sending much noise to the cabin. 

The ride, however, is firm for a luxury SUV. 
Impacts and bad road surfaces are handled 
well, but you’ll feel a lot of bumps, if only 
slightly. Both test vehicles available were 
fitted with the optional air suspension and 
adaptive dampers, so ride and handling will 
likely differ on base models. 

The all-new XC90 isn’t perfect, but it’s quite 
close. At $49,895 to start, it’s not the cheapest 
luxury three-row SUV on the market, but with 
most of its equipment standard, it’s among 
the best values in the class. It is altogether an 
excellent luxury SUV and exactly the product 
Volvo needs at this critical inflection point in 
the company’s history. ■ 
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FIRST LOOK I McLaren 570S 


> 


Let’s say you’re an unsuspecting 
air molecule that’s just wafted 
in off the Allegheny Plateau and 
onto the circuit at New York’s 
Monticello Motor Club. A bunch of fund 
managers, Wall Street bankers, and entrepre- 
neurs are exercising their 911 Turbos, Aston 
V12 Vantages, Audi R8 VlOs, and the newest 
road car from the world’s second-oldest FI 
team, McLaren. You might get your greatest 
thrill on a ride over and through the McLaren. 
Its designer, Rob Melville, has taken pains to 
make the ride easy for you by sculpting every 
high-contrast design element in such a way as 
to show unsuspecting air molecules like you 
the fastest, most efficient way over, under, 
around, or through the new 540C and 570S. 

Oh sure, every manufacturer spends 
endless hours and oodles of dollars sculpting 
cars in a wind tunnel these days, but few 
display the results as obviously as McLaren 
has with its newest product line. Melville 
had little choice. His aerodynamic elements 
all have to work harder because these “Sport 


Series’’ models are to serve as the entry point 
to the brand with base pricing that undercuts 
the 650S by as much as $100,000. That means 
it must get by without the active aerodynamic 
elements, variable suspension tuning, and 
other pricey tech that differentiates McLaren’s 
“Super Series’’ (650S, 675LT, and Asia-only 
625C) and “Ultimate Series’’ (PI) cars. 

So the highest-energy air hitting the nose 
gets ushered to where it can do the greatest 




good. Should our air molecule and his closest 
pals strike the sharp horizontal and less sharp 
vertical crease at the center of the nose and 
part company, the lower ones follow the dark 
panels through a set of vanes into the left 
and right low-temperature engine radia- 
tors sitting just ahead of each front tire and 
exit via an air curtain duct and through the 
wheelwell. This angrier turbulent air washes 
along the lower body-colored panels on the 
doors, staying out of the high-temperature 
radiators behind the rear scoops. Those are 
reserved for air taking the high road. Some of 
it flows over the fender and wheel flare into 
that dark lower recess on the door. The rest 
goes around the mirror stanchions and under 
that upper body-colored door “tendon,’’ 
which is supported by an aero wing. This 
smooth, high-powered air flows through 
those rear radiators and out the mesh grilles 
inside the McLaren-logo taillamps while the 
air that missed the radiators follows the dark 
windowsill trim along the side glass and 
under the flying buttresses. This detaches 


WING MAN At left, you 
can see the vertical door 
wing that helps keep 
high-energy air attached 
to the body. These outer 
body-color door parts 
are made from SMC 
plastic, but most of the 
exterior body paneis are 
aiuminum. At right, you 
can peek through the 
fiying buttress. 
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SPORT SERIES DESIGN ELEMENTS SHOW AIR JUST WHERE TO GO 


Words Frank Markus 
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SKETCHY The original concept sketch for the 
Sport Series looked remarkably similar to 
this hnished product. The doors preserve full 
drama while opening wider for easier access. 


and smooths the air tumbling off the roof, 
sucks hot air out of the engine compart- 
ment, and contributes up to 17 pounds of rear 
downforce at high speeds. Final drag and lift 
coefficients haven't been announced, but 
Melville says leveraging this high-energy air 
pays off in weight and package savings by 
enabling smaller, lighter radiators. 

If the bodywork aspires to be approach- 
able to air molecules, the cockpit and driving 
dynamics aspire to be approachable to new, 
possibly less-skilled buyers. Product manager 
Donna Falconer describes the target customer 
as someone who will own fewer cars and 


hence use this one more often than 6 SOS 
owners do. As such, it needs to be easier to 
get in and out of, to drive, and to interact 
with. Toward those ends, the new “Monocell 
11“ carbon-fiber tub features lower sills that 
are easier to climb over. The doors open 
wider and higher, easing access without 
diminishing their supercar drama. There’s 
a brand-new IRIS infotainment system 
controlled by a large vertical touchscreen, 
a more ergonomic dash, a cupholder (!), a 
larger front trunk, and space behind the front 
seats for a set of golf clubs. A proper glove 


box, a deep center console bin, and in-door 
compartments boost interior storage. A high 
level of personalization will also be possible, 
including carbon-fiber-shell racing seats 
sized to fit. Oh, and a small fish-eye camera 
low on the front fascia will be able to record 
“Rendezvous”-like track videos. 

And what of the running gear? The M838T 
E 3.8-liter, twin-turbo V-8 will be lightly 
detuned from the current 650S spec to 
produce 532 hp and 398 Ib-ft on the entry- 
level 540C (for “Club") and 562 hp and 443 
Ib-ft for the 570S (for “Sport"). Interestingly, 





h. 

, Ketaii S39^ ^ 

on your- 
M'rist for $ 29 ^ 

w « limited ^ 
LmTirneOnlv ^ 


Analog and 
digital display 

Stop watch 
function 

Built-in alarm 


backlight 




LCD complications 


Electro-luminescence 


Amazing New Hybrid Runs Without Gas 


The new face of time? Stauer's Compendium Hybrid fuses form and functionality for UNDER $30! Read on... 


I nnovation is the path to the future. 

Stauer takes that seriously. That's why 
we developed the Compendium Hybrid, a 
stunningly-designed hybrid chronograph 
with over one dozen analog and digital 
functions that is more versatile than any 
watch that we have ever engineered. 

New technology usually starts out at astro- 
nomical prices and then comes down 
years later. We skipped that step to allow 
everyone the chance to experience this 
watch's brilliant fusion of technology and 
style. We originally priced the Stauer Com- 
pendium Hybrid at $395 based on the 
market for advanced sports watches... but 
then stopped ourselves. Since this is no or- 
dinary economy, we decided to offer the 
Compendium Hybrid at 92% off. That 
means this new technological marvel can 
be yours for only $29^^! 

Welcome a new Digital Revolution. 

With the release of the dynamic new Com- 
pendium, those boxy, plastic wrist calcu- 
lators of the past have been replaced by 
this luxurious LCD chronograph that is so- 
phisticated enough for a formal evening 
out, but rugged and tough enough to feel 


at home in a cockpit, camping expedition 
or covert mission. 

The watch's extraordinary dial seamlessly 
blends an analog watch face with a stylish 
digital display. Three super-bright lumi- 
nous hands keep time along the inner dial, 
while a trio of circular LCD windows track 
the hour, minutes and seconds. An eye- 
catching digital semi- 
circle animates in 
time with the second 
hand and shows the 
day of the week. The 
watch also features a 
rotating bezel, stop- 
watch and alarm The Compendium: The 
functions and green spectacular face of the 
electro-luminescence t‘^test watch technology. 
backlight. The Compendium Hybrid se- 
cures with a rugged stainless steel band 
and is water-resistant to 3 ATM. 

Guaranteed to change the way you 
look at time. At Stauer, we believe that 
when faced with an uphill economy, 
innovation and better value will always 
provide a much-needed boost. Stauer is so 
confident of their latest hybrid timepiece 



that we offer a money-back-guarantee. If 
for any reason you aren't fully impressed 
by the performance and innovation of the 
Stauer Compendium Hybrid for $29^-^, 
simply return the watch within 30 days for 
a full refund of the purchase price. The 
unique design of the Compendium greatly 
limits our production, so don't hesitate to 
order! Remember: progress and innova- 
tion wait for no one! 

WATCH SPECS: 

- Three LCD windows show hour, minute and second 

- Stop watch function - Fits 6 ^/4"-8 wrist 

- 2 year warranty on movement 

Offer Limited to First 
2500 Respondents H 

Stauer Compendium Hybrid Watch — 
Now $29^^ +S&P Save over S36S 

Other discounts and coupons do not appiy 
to this exciusive offer. 

Call now to take advantage of this limited offer. 

1 - 888 - 324-43 70 

Promotional Code VHW663-06 


SUucr 


14101 Southcross Drive W., 
® Dept. VHW663-06 

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.com 


Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices™ 


FIRST LOOK I McLaren 570S 



AIRY A lot of air management happens back here. 
Engine-cooling air exits through the taillamps, 
wheelwell pressure escapes around the tailpipes, 
and underbody flow uses the big diffuser. 


access to the engine is like in a Porsche 
Cayman— there's a hatch for fluid fills only 
Removing the screens and panels covering 
the rest of the engine is a service procedure 
requiring tools. The transmission is essen- 
tially the same seven-speed twin-clutch box 
from the 650S, and the basic suspension 
geometry and setup will likely carry over, but 
with conventional anti-roll bars and fixed- 
rate shocks in place of the adaptive elements. 

McLaren lists the dry weight as 37 pounds 
lighter than the 650S and promises both 
models will boast class-leading weight-to- 
power, enabling the 570S to accelerate to 


100 mph a half-second quicker than a 911 
Turbo S (that would make it 6.2 seconds, 
according to our figures), with 0-200 km/h 
(124 mph) happening 0.4 second quicker 
than in a Lambo Huracan (for 8.8 seconds). 
AWD launch traction will give these and other 
competitors an advantage off the line and 
through 60 mph, but then McLaren never 
competed in NHRA drag racing. Its cars shine 
on handling circuits. 

These youngest heirs to the McLaren road- 
car throne will hit dealerships in the fourth 
quarter of 2015, first with the 570S, priced 


at about $185K. The 540C will likely follow 
in 2016, priced at $165K and featuring a less 
aggressive splitter and diffuser and different 
interior trim than on this 570S, which is 
decked out in optional carbon-fiber trim. 
(Those parts would otherwise be painted dark 
palladium.) That’s $80K-$100K less than a 
650S for a carbon-tubbed, mid-engine, track- 
focused car that looks a lot like a $1.15 million 
PI— and nothing like a million other 911s. The 
choice would be clear if I were the New York 
banker with the Monticello membership. Or 
that unsuspecting air molecule. ■ 



3.8L/532-562-hp/398-443- 
Ib-ft twin-turbo DOHC 
32-valve V-8 

7-speed twin-clutch auto 
3,150-3,200 lb (mfr) 

105.1 in 

178.3 x 74.6 x 47.3 in 
2.9-3.0 sec (MT est) 

Not yet rated 

Fourth quarter 2015 (570S); 
early 2016 (540C) 
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Accessories Available for 


Acura • Audi • BMW • Buick • Cadillac • Chevrolet • Chrysler • Dodge • Ferrari • Ford • CMC • Honda • Hummer • Hyundai • Infiniti 
Isuzu • Jeep • Kia • Land Rover • Lexus • Lincoln • Maserati • Mazda • Mercedes-Benz • Mercury • Mini • Mitsubishi • Nissan 
Oldsmobile • Plymouth • Pontiac • Porsche • Saab • Saturn • Scion • Subaru • Suzuki • Toyota • Volkswagen • Volvo • and more! 
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Order Now: 800-441-6287 



American Customers 

WeatherTech.com 


■ Canadian Customers 

■ WeatherTech.ca 


H European Customers 

WeatherTechEurope.com 
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WeatherTecK" 

Automotive Accessories 



FloorLiner™ 

Provides “absolute interior protection™” 
Laser measured to perfectly fit your vehicle 

Has channels to carry fluids and debris to a 
lower reservoir 

Material provides soft touch top, rigid core 
strength and bottom surface friction 


Available in Black, Tan and Grey for 
Cars, Trucks, SUVs and Minivans 


All-Weather Floor Mat 



Deep sculpted channels designed to trap water, 
road salt, mud and sand 

Will not crack, curl or harden regardless of temperature 


Available in Black, Tan and Grey 


Cargo/Trunk Liner 

Complete trunk and cargo area protection 
Digitally designed for each application 
Remains flexible under temperature extremes 



Available in Black, Tan and Grey 
for Cars, SUVs and Minivans 



CargoTech® 

Cargo containment system 

Couples a durable plastic “fence” with a 
super-grippy underside to keep cargo stable 

Excellent for cargo area organization 

Works with WeatherTech® Cargo Liner or 
existing vehicle carpet or flooring 


Accessories Available for 


Acura • Audi • BMW • Buick • Cadillac • Chevrolet • Chrysler • Dodge • Ferrari • Ford • CMC • Honda • Hummer • Hyundai • Infiniti 
Isuzu • Jeep • Kia • Land Rover • Lexus • Lincoln • Maserati • Mazda • Mercedes-Benz • Mercury • Mini • Mitsubishi • Nissan 
Oldsmobile • Plymouth • Pontiac • Porsche • Saab • Saturn • Scion • Subaru • Suzuki • Toyota • Volkswagen • Volvo • and more! 






TechLiner® 

ARMOR YOUR INVESTMENT 
Fits to the exact contours of each application 
No messy sprays or drilling needed 
1 00% recyclable, odorless material 
Flexible and durable 
Chemical and UV resistant 




Side Window Deflectors 



No Exterior Tape Needed ught and Dark mt Available 


Increases ventilation 

Reduces wind noise and allows interior 
heat to escape 


No-Drili MudFiaps 



M o u nts- 1 n - M i n utes™ 

Protect your vehicle’s most vulnerable rust area 
Installs without tire/wheel removal 
No drilling into the vehicle’s fragile metal surface 
Available for Trucks and SUVs 



BumpStep® 

Protect your bumper from minor accidents 
Fits standard 2" receiver hitch 

Safely stand on the step (up to 300 lbs.) 
for everyday tasks 

See the video at WeatherTech.com! 


Order Now: 800-441-6287 



American Customers 

WeatherTech.com 
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1 2014 Lamborghini Hurac4n LP 610-4 



> 


When writing a car review, I 
generally try to throw some 
misdirection into the first 
paragraph to keep the reader 
guessing. Not here. “Wow, wow, wow, WOW! 
That's better than any Ferrari I’ve ever driven!’’ 
So exclaimed Motor Trend hot shoe Randy 
Pobst as he swung open the Lamborghini 
Huracan’s door and jumped onto his feet. 

His smile was a mile wide. Randy had 
just finished five laps of Big Willow, the 
infamously high-speed track north of Los 
Angeles. Randy usually performs three hot 
laps for us when he’s trying to set a fast time. 
“I took a couple extra because the car’s so 
good,’’ he admitted. Randy's not alone. I let 
one of our video guys drive Kermit the Lambo 
to grab a spare battery. When he climbed out 
of the Huracan, he hugged me. 

Let’s just cut right to the performance 
figures. The 3,419-pound Huracan is AWD 
and has a mid-mounted, 5.2-liter naturally 
aspirated V-10 with 602 horsepower and 413 
Ib-ft of torque. That howler of a motor sends 
its fury to a seven-speed twin-clutch gearbox. 
The following numbers were recorded on 



ALIEN TECH The red cover over 
the start button now sports a hole 
so you don’t have to lift it. 



Pirelli P Zero tires (245/30R20 front, 305/30R20 
rear), a good but not particularly aggressive 
street tire. Zero to 60 mph happens in 2.8 
seconds. That’s very quick, especially for a 
naturally aspirated car. Just to give you some 
context, the Huracan’s obvious competitors— 
the Ferrari 458 Italia and McLaren 650S— both 
need 3.0 seconds. The normally giant-slaying 
Nissan GT-R NISMO hits 60 mph in 2.9 
seconds. Granted, a Porsche 991 Turbo S is 
quicker, hitting 60 mph in 2.6 seconds. 

Things get especially noteworthy in the 
quarter mile. The Ferrari needs 11.1 seconds at 
125.2 mph. The Nissan needs 11.0 flat at 126.6 
mph. The Porsche needs 10.9 seconds at 123.7 
mph. The kooky-quick McLaren needs only 
10.7 seconds at 134.0 mph. The Lamborghini 
Huracan beats ’em all, requiring only 10.6 
seconds to travel 1,320 feet with a trap speed 
of 132.8 mph. A couple of points: Ferrari never 
let us test a 458 Speciale, and the McLaren 
675LT isn’t on sale until later this summer. 
Moreover, the Huracan is quicker than its 
big brother, the Aventador, which needs 2.9 
seconds to hit 60 mph and runs the quarter 
mile in 10.8 seconds at 132.3 mph. 

Of course, those are the numbers for the 
hefty 4,109-pound U.S.-spec Aventador. 

In Italy we tested one that weighed 3,817 
pounds, hit 60 mph in 2.8 seconds, and did 
the quarter mile in 10.6 seconds at 133.9 mph. 
Caveat emptor. As it stands, production cars 
we've tested that are quicker in the quarter 
mile are the Bugatti Veyron (10.4 at 139.9 
mph), Porsche 918 (10.0 at 145.2 mph), and 



THE STUFF This is why we used to love 
Lamborghinis. Look at those crazy shapes. 
The Huracan changes the narrative. 


McLaren PI (9.8 at 148.9 mph). The LaFerrari? 
Who knows? Ferrari won’t let anyone test the 
damn thing. Anyhow, the Huracan keeps and 
bests some pretty good company. 

As for other measurements, stopping from 
60 mph requires a very average 104 feet. Randy 
noted that his only gripe about the Huracan 
was the brakes. Not necessarily the brakes 
themselves, but the ABS software that lets the 
tires lock up under hard braking. However, 
the McLaren 650S takes 105 feet, whereas the 
Ferrari 458 needs only 99 feet. The Turbo S 
takes 100 feet, and the NISMO needs just 97. 1 
should also mention that the other four cars 
were wearing much more aggressive mbber. 
That leads me to my next point, our figure- 
eight test. The obnoxiously green ($4,500 for 
the paint) Lambo requires 23.0 seconds to do 
the deed. The McLaren takes 23.1, the Ferrari 
takes 24.0, the Porsche Turbo S takes 23.0, and 
the Nissan GT-R NISMO needs 23.1. Had the 
Huracan worn tires like the others it would 
have easily broken into the 22s. 

We wound up running the Huracan at 
Big Willow with Pirelli Trofeo Rs. Why? The 
P Zeros were pretty mangled after a day of 
testing (and mock testing for video). The 
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FRSTTEST 


2014 Lamborghini Huracbn 


only spare set of wheels we had was skinned 
in Trofeo Rs. The bad news? TheyTe not a 
factory option. The factory optional tires for 
the Huracan are P Zero Corsas or Rossos. Why 
did we have the wrong tires? I don’t know But 
we had to change them. So the result you're 
about to read gets a big fat asterisk next to 
it. Randy lapped Big Willow’s bumpy 2.42 
miles in 1:25.17. A blisteringly quick time. 

For instance, the McLaren 650S does it in 
1:25.88. The NISMO does it in 1:25.70, and the 
Porsche takes 1:27.17. (We never tested the 
Ferrari 458 at Big Willow.) But yeah, cheater 
tires. Is it within the realm of possibilities 
that the person who purchases a $269,305 
car might go down to Tire Rack and pick 
up a set of Trofeo R tires for track use? You 
betcha. However, consider this lap time more 


BASE PRICE 
"price AS TESTED 
VEHICLE LAYOUT 


$243,695 

$269,305 

Mid-engine, AWD, 
2-pass, 2-door coupe 

5.2L/602-hp/413-lb-ft 
DOHC 40-valve V-10 


7-speed twin-clutch 
auto. 


3,419 lb (42/58%) 


CURB WEIGHT (F/RDIST) 
WHEELBASE 

LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT 
0-60 MPH 
QUARTER MILE 
BRAKING, 60-0 MPH 
LATERAL ACCELERATION 
MT FIGURE EIGHT 


103.1 in 


175.6x75.7x45.9 in 
2.8 sec 

10.6 sec @ 132.8 mph 
104 ft 


1.02 g (avg) 

23.0 sec @ 0.98 g (avg) 


14/20/16 mpg 


FUELECON 
ENERGY CONS, 


241/169 kW-hrs/lOO 
miles 


1.20 Ib/mile 


The Huracan s fixed suspension is nearly 
perfect when tearing up back roads. , 


551l£k 
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a guideline than an out-and-out result. The 
good news? We’re getting a Huracan back and 
will retest at Big Willow with proper tires. 

As I often say, those are just numbers. 

I want to get back to the top, back to what 
Randy proclaimed. The Lamborghini 
Huracan is one of the three best perfor- 
mance cars I’ve ever driven— the other two 
were the Ferrari 458 Italia and the Pagani 
Huayra. There’s a part of my brain— call it the 
supercar cortex— that starts tingling when 
I get behind the wheel of something truly 
special. The Huracan lit it up like a super- 
nova. Is the Huracan better than the other 
Italians? Impossible to say without driving 
the three back to back. But I will note that the 
458 is basically out of production, soon to be 
replaced by the (turbocharged) 488 GTB, and 
the Pagani starts life at $1.75 or so million. 

Why is the Huracan so great? The glorious, 
naturally aspirated engine is part of it. This 
green monster didn’t have the optional 
magnetic dampers. Instead there’s a fixed 
suspension that beat me up at 75 mph on 
the freeway (especially after climbing out of 
an S65 AMG) but behaved near perfectly at 
150-plus mph on the racetrack and even better 
when tearing up a back road. My gut says this 
is the suspension you want. This Huracan 
also didn’t have Dynamic Steering, which 
sounds to me like something out of the Audi 
parts bin. After all, the Huracan is a mechan- 
ical twin of the Audi R8. 1 know I’ll hear about 
it in the letters, but I’ve always hated Audi’s 
adjustable steering. There’s no good setting, 
and the wheel feels numb no matter what you 
choose. The Huracan’s steering is so excellent 
that Randy didn’t know the car was AWD until 
after his laps. I also think the thin, nearly 
cushionless carbon-fiber seats help overall 
performance by keeping the weight down. 

The Huracan is the first Lamborghini 
that lives up to the promise of its striking, 
gorgeous design. When Fermccio 
Lamborghini founded his car company in 
1963, the idea was that his cars would not only 
be an alternative to Enzo Ferrari’s prancing 
stallions, but would in fact be better. It’s 
taken them 52 years, but now there exists 
a Lamborghini that is easily as good as the 
Ferrari it directly competes against. And if you 
believe me and Randy, the Huracan’s better. ■ 







YOU WOULDN’T GO SKYDIVING 
WITHOUT A PARACHUTE. 



a used car 
that isn't certified? 


Jump into your MOTOR TREND Certified vehicle, today! 

motortrendcertified.com/jump 



CERTIFIED VEHICLES 
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HARBOR FREIGHT 


QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW FRICES 




4" MAGNETIC 
PARTS HOLDER 



^-%n 4 rvu j n 

Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
rurchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
)ffer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
rresented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per d“ 

iOFT.Vfo'FT' PORfAYLE; 

CAR canopy! 

T 






HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. ‘Cannot be used with I 
other discount, coupon, gift cards. Inside Track Club membership, 
extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, | 
generators, tool storage or carts, welders, floor jacks, Towable Ride-On ■ 
Trencher, Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), Predator Gas Power 
Items, open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not I 
valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with ■ 
original receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. _ 
Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. | 
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How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quaiity test 
iabs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professionai brands. 

And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
550 Stores Nationwide. 
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SAUE 

37% 


2 PIECE VEHICLE 
WHEEL DOLLIES 

• 15001b. Capacity 
LOT NO. 
67338/60343 








$4999 


Item 67338 
shown REG. PRICE $79.99 
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LIMIT 5 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by caiiing 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 


LOT NO. 69034/60728 

Item 69034 shown 


$999? 

Tiiiliiiiiiiiitltlijiililiiiiiin 


* LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by caiiin 
I 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prio 
I purchases after 30 days from originai purchase with originai receip 
Offer good whiie suppiies iast. Non-transferabie. Originai coup’on must b 
presentedM/^ through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per 

, Yg Yolf CORDLESS 
3/8" DRILL/DRIVER 
WITH KEYLESS CHOCK 

diilJmostQr' 

LOT NO 
68239/69651 

Includes one 
18VNiCd 
battery and 
charger. 

REG 
PRICE 
$34.99 




$1599 
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.. 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by caiiin 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prio 
)urchases after 30 days from originai purchase with originai receip 
)ffer good whiie suppiies iast. Non-transferabie. Originai coupon must b 
presented. Vaiid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day 


)T NO. 94141 
69874 
61320 

61913 

61914 


Item 94141 REG. PRIC 

shown $ 59.9 
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.. 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by caiiin 

00-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prio 
)urchases after 30 days from originai purchase with originai receip 
)ffer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must b 
)resented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day 

"'APIECEr'xISFT 
RATCHETING TIE DOWNS 




REG. PRICE (19.99 
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Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by caiiin 
00-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prio 
lurchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receip 
)ffer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must b 
presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day 


- ffirff COUPON •I* ff COUPON* 


pifTsatatQHmm 
RAPID PUMP«>3T0N 
LOW PROFILE ,, 
HEAVY DUTY 4 
STEEL ' 

FLOOR JACK ^ 


62326/61253/61282 

REG. 


$7999, 



PRICE e'S 
$169.99 shown 


c 
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LIMIT 4 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800- 
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


2.4" COLOR LCD DIGITAL 
INSPECTION CAMERAI 



SO AMP FLUX 
WIRE WELDER I 

• No Gas Required 



REG.WJKl 

i™ai 
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LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800- 
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



^HHRDT POWDER-FREE 
NITRILE GLOVES 
PACK OF 100 

>5 mil. MEDIUM 

thickness LOT NO. 68496 
61363 

LARGE 

LOT NO. 68497 
61360 

X-LARGE 

LOT NO. 68498 
61359 


SM/E 

45% 


YOUR CHOICE! 

$Q49 


REG. PRICE 
$11.99 



w 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

60M DRAWER 
HARDWOOD WORKBENCH 

LOT NO. 93454 
69054/62603 



Item 67979 
shown 



$69®® 1$9®® S4UE 

REG. PRICE I REG. PRICE RRO/ 

$149.99 I $29.99 /O -..w,, 
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WIRELESS'SECURlfV 
ALERT SYSTEM 

( Jali l tt Mh Srtudtj' 
LOT NO. 93068 
69590/61910 
62447 



$13099 

I Shown REG. PRICE $249.99 
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^ 1 ^ receipt. 
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TTOYCAPAClfY 
FOLDABLE SHOP CRANE 


26", 4 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

5801b. 

IJIhC Capacity 

180 

LOT NO. 95659 
61634/61952 

lien, $0099 

95659 

shown REG. PRICE $279.99 
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LIMIT 3 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

^ presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. vuuu lihuu^h u/c.-,, iu. t-imii un,. ,juaiuiiiv.i ,^ 1 .] vunu ljuuu^h u/£.-t/io. um. ..uoLumvii (j,.i uuy. 


SAKE 

B0% 93068 

shown 

$1199 



^||y[|| 69512/61858 


! Item 

'^9512 ^ ^ > 

shown REG. PRICE $^^ 




REG. PRICE $29.99 I 4 
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LIMIT 6 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must he 
presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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Customer Rating 


SUPER , , , , 
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26", 16 DRAWER 
ROLLER CABINET 

LOT NO. 67831/61609 





EG. PRICE $64piC show 
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LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.corr or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days trom original 
purchase with original receipt. Otter 'good while supplies last. Non-transterable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


SUPER COUPON 


FREE 

WITH MY PURCHASE 

3-1/2'' SUPER BRIGHT 
NINE_LED ALUMINUM 
FLASHLIGHT | 

ITEM 69052 . 
69111/62522/62573 ■ 




LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon 
Coupon good at our sto ■■ ■ - ■ ■■ 

I Offer good while supplies 
picked up in-store. Non^ 

Vaiid through 8/24/15. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per 


tHnUUMQMIITIC 
3 GALLON, 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 



laOD- 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
;00-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days trom original purchase with original receipt. 
Otfer good while supplies last. Non-transferahle. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


•; ffirff COUPON- !• ffirff COUPON* 


12" SLIDING COMPOUND 
DOUBLE-BEVEL MITER SAW 
WITH LASER GUIDE 

LOT NO. 69684/61776 

61969/61970 


9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
COMBINATION WRENCH SETS 
PmSBW^GH 


SAE 



LOT NO. 
42304/69043 


METRIC 

LOT NO. 
42305/69044 


YOUR CHOICE! 


Item 

42304 

shown 
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LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800- 
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days trom original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transterable. Original cou'pon must 'be 
presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per custo'mer per day. 





Item 69684 
shown 
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423-2567. Cannot he used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days trom original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transterable. Original cou'pon must 'be 
presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


ojiifr MECHANIC'S 
SME SHOP TOWELS 
' PACK OF 50 

LOT NO. 46163 



CAN ANOOBO 11 DELUXE 
SCAN TOOL 

ZHiNiqri 

60693/62119 


_ REG. PRICE $19.99 1 
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1500 WATT DUAL 
TEMPERATURE 
HEAT GUN 

Item 96289 LOT NO. 96289* 
shown 62340/625461 

, REG.' 

I PRICEl 
' $29.99| 
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LIMIT 9 - 4ood at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by caning 
800-423-3567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferahle. Original coupon must be I 
presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ^ 



$ 6999 ; 


REG. PRICE $149.99 
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LOT NO. 

32879 
60603 
Item 60603 
shown REG. PRICE $299.99 
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FIT nu n 


1195 LB. CAPACITY 
tAI/F 4 FT. X 8 FT. 

HEAVY DUTY FOLDABLE 
740 UTILITY TRAILER 




^ calling 
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t 
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6'"var1able SraED 

DUAL ACTION POLISHER 


Item 
69924 

shown REG. PRICE $129.99 


Anifr '-U' NU. 
S/IVC 69924 

$5799 

REG. PRICE 
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at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling ’ LIMIT 4 ■ 'iood at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling " LIMIT 3 - 4ood at our stores or HarhorFreight.com or by calling 
. u. ...... -.u... j: . ... w 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

g urchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt, purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt, 
ffer good while supplies last. Non-transferahle. Original coupon must be I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferahle. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon 'per customer per day. .presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 

• Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers 


> No Hassle Return Policy 

> Lifetime Warranty on am Hand Tools 


• 550 Stores Nationwide 

• HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 


INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 
SUPER HIGH TORQUE 
IMPACT WRENCH 

• 700 ft. lbs. 

Max. Torque 
LOT NO. 68424 



$7499, 


REG. 
PRICE 

^ $129.99 
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LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferahle. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

"HiAVYDUTY 
TRAILER DOLLY 

LOT NO. 37510 


$4999 


LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferahle. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid throi^h 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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LOW-PROFILE 

CREEPER 
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LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferahle. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


*!?^6.5HP(212CC)0HV 
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 
GAS ENGINES 



LOT NO. 
60363/69730/68120 

LOT NO. 69727 
CALIFORNIA ONLY 

$9999 

REG. PRICE $249.99 
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LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferahle. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

ir RATCHET 

BAR CLAMP/SPREADER 

PI TTS BU Re a t 




REG. PRICE $5.99 
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It LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
» 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
I purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferahle. Original coupon must be 
* presented. Valid through 8/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 





















FIRST DRIVE I Volkswagen Golf SportWagen 


ALL ABOUT 




> 


I’m convinced there’s no more 
blatant sign that you’ve aged out 
of the hip crowd than when you 
have to ask for an explanation of 
lingo the kids use these days. It seems like not 
that long ago I was DJ-ing high school dances 
and up on the latest songs and pop culture. 
Peers and elders used to ask me what the new 
slang meant. Then the song “All About That 
Bass’’ came out. Having heard only the ultra- 
repetitive choms, I assumed it was about 
bass. I felt very old when it was explained as 
a euphemism for booty. I would’ve known 


that if I’d listened to the rest of the song, but 
I was too busy yelling at kids to get off my 
lawn. Thankfully, the song isn’t another crass 
objectification of women but rather a positive 
message about ignoring unrealistic beauty 
standards and loving yourself as you are. 

Also now tragically unhip, like me, are 
station wagons. Sure, there are die-hard fans, 
particularly in the automotive media. For 
most people, though, they’re SUVs without 
the ability to see over traffic and therefore 
pointless. If wagons had feelings, they might 
have body image problems. But as the song 



YOU'RE COVERED If and when someone says 
“I hope you’ve got a big trunk ’cause I'm going to 
put my bike in it,” you'll be ready. 


Words Scott Evans 





BASE PRICE RANGE 

$22,215-$25,415 

VEHICLE LAYOUT 

Front-engine, FWD, 
5-pass, 4-door wagon 

ENGINES 

1.8L/170-hp/184-199-lb-ft 
turbocharged DOFIC 
16-valve 1-4; 2.0L/150- 
hp/236-lb-ft turbodiesel 
DOHC 16-valve 1-4 

TRANSMISSIONS 

5-speed manual, 6-speed 
manual, 6-speed 
automatic, 6-speed 
twin-clutch auto 

CURB WEIGHT 

3,100-3,250 lb (mfr) 

WHEELBASE 

103.5-103.7 in 

LXWXH 

179.6x70.8x58.3 in 

0-60 MPH 

8.1-9.2 sec (MT est) 

EPACITY/HWY/COMB 

FUELECON 

25-31/35-43/29-35 mpg 

ENERGY CONSUMPTION. 
CITY/HWY 

122-135/88-96 
kW-hrs/100 miles 

C02 EMISSIONS. COMB 

0.63-0.68 Ib/mile 

ON SALE IN U.S. 

Currently 


so we expect the heavier SportWagen to reach 
60 mph in just more than 8 seconds on gas 
and just more than 9 seconds with the diesel. 

On the gas car, power delivery comes via a 
five-speed manual or six-speed auto. On the 
diesel, choose between a six-speed manual or 
six-speed dual-clutch auto. Regardless of total 
gear count, the manuals both have somewhat 
long but accurate shifter throws and go into 
gear with a satisfactory click. Just like in a 
Golf. Also like a Golf, the two autos return 
smooth, snappy gear changes, the dual-clutch 
being just a bit snappier. As with the Golf 
again, the manual transmission’s clutch isn't 
as grabby as you'd expect, and the uninitiated 


might stall it. More throttle cures all. On the 
plus side, none of this criticism applies to the 
brakes, which work just as nicely as the Golf’s. 

You'll find the rest of the cabin equally 
Golf-like. The seats are just as comfortable, 
the information and entertainment system 
is the same, it’s just as quiet, and it’s even 
as easy to see out of, as they’ve just moved 
the rear window back a bit. As you’d expect, 
there’s a lot more room for cargo than in the 
standard Golf— 30.4-66.5 cubic feet versus 
22.8-52.7. That tops some compact crossovers. 
Stealing another trick from those crossovers, 
the SportWagen now has rear seat release 
levers in the cargo area for easy seat folding 
and cargo loading. The load floor is also 
slightly lower and wider than before, and the 
tailgate opens nearly vertically. Don’t let its 
Golf-ness fool you. This car is made to haul. 

Crossover-like cargo capacity doesn’t mean 
crossover-like fuel economy, though. It's 
actually a little better in the city than the Golf 
with the TDI manual. Highway economy slips 
a bit with all transmission options. Still, with 
the diesel pulling 43 mpg on the highway, 
there isn’t a CUV that can touch it. 

The new Golf SportWagen might not 
single-handedly convince the majority of the 
buying public that wagons are cool or that a 
bigger backside is as beautiful as a smaller 
one, but it will continue to be an excellent car 
and give owners continued reason to boast to 
their friends about their great station wagon. 
And if you’re all about that literal bass, there’s 
a Fender stereo package that bumps pretty 
well, too. ■ 


says, “Every inch of you is perfect from the 
bottom to the top.’’ Yes, I Googled the lyrics. 

The defining characteristic of a wagon, of 
course, is a large tmnk with ample space for 
junk. By modern automotive beauty stan- 
dards, that big booty isn’t sexy. Sure, there 
are shooting brakes that look slick, but they 
sacrifice the wagon’s key feature (space) in 
the name of image. Fortunately for the wagon 
lovers out there, the all-new Volkswagen 
Golf SportWagen is having none of that fat- 
shaming. It’s unapologetically a wagon, and 
there’s plenty to love about it. 

Forget sheetmetal-deep beauty and 
appreciate the SportWagen’s inner beauty. 
Underneath, it’s a Golf, and the new Golf is 
a good car. So good we named it Car of the 
Year. The Golf is well-designed, well-built, 
drives nicely, handles well, and gets good fuel 
economy. And the SportWagen is a Golf with a 
big rear end, which is a sincere compliment. 

It drives like a slightly heavier Golf, as you 
might assume. That the extra weight is in the 
back makes little difference. The SportWagen 
rides quite nicely with a touch of sporty firm- 
ness. Taldng a corner, the SportWagen feels 
like it’s carrying a bit more weight up top— 
because it is— but the body is well-controlled 
and leans confidently on its tires. It’s not 
easily upset by bumps or dips and can be 
driven aggressively without complaint. 

If there’s one place you might notice a 
difference, it’s in acceleration. We haven’t 
tested the SportWagen yet, but it feels more 
sluggish than the lighter Golf. It runs the 
same 170-hp, 1.8-liter turbo-four and 150-hp, 
2.0-liter turbodiesel four as the standard Golf, 


DRIVE 
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ATIPFROM A 


FORMER 

SMOKER 


Smoking causes immediate damage to your body. 
For Brandon, it caused Buerger's disease, which 
cut off blood flow and led to amputation. You can 
quit. For free help, call 1-800-QUIT-N0W. 
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FIRSTDRIVE I FordEdge FROM BREAKOUT FRESHMAN TO STANDOUT SOPHOMORE 


> 


within minutes after I posted a 
2015 Ford Edge Titanium photo 
on Instagram, the comments 
already showed a consis- 
tent theme: “Looks like the RAV4,” wrote 
mrbrightside725. “Doesn’t the new Edge look 
like the Santa Fe?’’ asked rdederick. “Nice 
Honda CR-y’’ noted danieljay6910. But it was 
j_mnemova_23’s post that stood out most: 
“Looks like everything else all together.’’ The 
popular Web meme I SEEN’T IT! instantly 
came to mind. My Instagram insta-poll was 
clear: The Edge’s design is a little too familiar. 

But Kevin George, the Ford Edge’s chief 
designer, seemed to see this coming when 
he talked to journalists the night before 
an event in Scottsdale, Arizona. “We didn’t 
want to reinvent what we had,’’ he said as he 
pointed out its uncomplicated exterior and 
familiar proportions. “We wanted to leverage 
the good.’’ And out here in the intense 
Arizona sunlight on State Route 188, the 
actual Edge (as compared with my posted 
pic) appears simultaneously handsome and 
modern to the max— though not as in-your- 
face as, say, the 2015 Nissan Murano, a key 
competitor. “It’s a runner now,’’ George said. 
“Slender but muscular.’’ 

The 2015 Edge’s ground-up redesign adds 
1 inch to its predecessor’s wheelbase, a bit 
less than 2 inches to its height, and nearly 4 
inches to its length. Horizontal all-LED tail- 
lamps now wrap around the sharply beveled 
corner, almost to the C-pillar, and the simpli- 
fied nose incorporates slim headlights and 
a familial three-bar grille (and models with 
EcoBoost engines have active grille shutters). 

Behind those grilles purrs a 2.7-liter 
EcoBoost V-6 with 315 horses for the 
nimble Sport version (its only engine) or 
a 245-horse, 2.0-liter EcoBoost inline-four 
powering the front-drive Titanium trim 




Nate Martinez 


Th Edgeappearslianilslme^ 
and modern to the max but not as 
in-your-face as its competition. 
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SIMPLE Clean body lines lend a simpler 
yet fashionable look to the Edge's familiar 
proportions. Subtle tweaks such as black 
accents visually distinguish the Sport. 


(also available with a 3.5-liter V-6 and all- 
wheel drive). Both have six-speed automatic 
transmissions with paddle shifters that I 
put to very good use on Route 188’s frequent 
steep hills. The twin-scroll 2.0-liter isn't as 
punchy, but it’s capable— just not as fluid as 
the smoother 2.7. (It’s hard to beat 350 Ib-ft 
available at just 2,750 rpm.) A runner? You 
betcha, Mr. George. 

The 2015 Edge’s swiftness is helped by a 
structure 50 pounds lighter and an all-new 
independent rear suspension, and although 
it’s still a top-heavy people-mover, both 
EcoBoosted flavors responded deftly with 
a sense of refined sturdiness on curva- 
ceous pavement cutting through the Tonto 
National Forest. Predictably, the Edge Sport 
was the deftest, given its 265/40R21 Pirelli 
Scorpion Verde all-season tires, 10 percent 
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stiffer springs, monotube rear dampers, and 
thicker anti-roll bars. Curiously, it delivered 
a suppler ride than the front-drive Titanium 
model on 20-inch alloys, which tended to 
bounce over bigger obstacles rather than 
absorb them like the Sport. 

The cooled and heated 10-way power adjust- 
able front seats of the Edge Titanium and Sport 
provide good comfort and support in bumps 
and corners, but the crossover’s big stride 
in cabin quietness is even more noticeable. 
Robust insulation, extensive body sealing, 
and acoustic windshield glass and under- 
body panels (and in the case of the Titanium, 
acoustic glass for the front passenger doors) all 
work together to quell cabin noise to a remark- 
able extent. Wind isn’t the only thing that 
gets hushed. Even the Sport AWD’s optional 
21-inch wheel/tire setup is felt more than 


VEHICLE LAYOUT 

Front-engine, FWD/AWD, 
5-pass, 4-door SUV 

ENGINES 

2.0L/245-hp/275-lb-ft 
turbocharged DOFIC 
16-valve 1-4; 2.7L/315- 
hp/350-lb-ft twin-turbo 
DOHC 24-valve V-6; 
3.5L/280-hp/250-lb-ft 
DOHC 24-valve V-6 

TRANSMISSION 

6-speed automatic 

CURB WEIGHT 

3,900-4,100 lb (mfr) 

WHEELBASE 

112.2 in 

LXWXH 

188.1x75.9x68.6 in 

0-60 MPH 

7.2-78 sec (MT est) 

EPA CITY/HWY/ 
COMB FUELECON 

17-20/24-30/20-24 mpg 

ENERGY 

CONSUMPTION, 

CITY/HWY 

169-198/112-140 
kW-hrs/100 miles 

C02 EMISSIONS, 
COMB 

0.82-0.99 Ib/mile 

ON SALE IN U.S. 

Currently 



heard, helped, no doubt, by the Active Noise 
Cancellation system, which pumps opposing 
sound waves into the space. The Titanium 
FWD is no less silent. 

The end of my drive gave a good chance 
to climb around the 2015 Edge’s interior. 

Nearly every front and rear seating dimen- 
sion-headroom, legroom, shoulder room, 
hiproom— has seen modest growth. So too has 
cargo space behind the second row (39.2 cubic 
feet versus 32.2). And all around me, softer, 
higher-quality, painted, and plated accents 
decorate high-touch areas. Cubbies galore 
populate the dash, center console, doors, and 
even the space beside both knees, with 10— 
count ’em, 10— cupholders for knickknacks 
and beverages. Folks in the rear 60/40 split 
seat have cubbies, too, plus two 12-volt plugs 
that ought to keep device-toting kids quiet for 
hours. Outdoorsy-types will enjoy the Sport’s 
Panoramic Vista Roof that expands the cabin’s 
already airy feel. 

Lazier drivers can opt for the Enhanced 
Park Assist package that teams perpendicular 
parking, parallel parking, and park out assist 
technologies. The new 180-degree front camera 
makes pulling out of parking spots or alleys 
a stress-free task, and in a trial, the ensemble 
worked flawlessly in parallel and perpendic- 
ular situations, needing me to only brake and 
engage forward or reverse. It does the rest. 

The Edge has been the sales king in the 
heated two-row-midsize CUV segment. So, 
like Kendrick Lamar cementing his claim as 
rap royalty with his sophomore album, getting 
this one right is imperative, especially with it 
headed to European and Chinese customers. 
The Edge might not wow Instagrammers, but 
the ahhhs it’ll receive for the beautiful accom- 
plishments beneath its skin ought to keep it 
looking good in the sales race for years. ■ 
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Take changing weather 
in stride. 


Get ^70 via 
MasterCard® 
Reward 
Card after 
submission* 
when you buy 
any set of four 
new MICHELIN® 
passenger or light 
truck tires. 



For sports cars, sporty coupes, performance sedans and supercars 

Building on the development of MICHELIN® endurance racing tires, the MICHELIN® 
Pilot® Super Sport tire expands the Max Performance Summer tire category by 
delivering consistent performance, handling and traction while increasing tread 
life over previous generation tires. 


Bi-Compound Tread 

Le Mans- inspired dry compound outboard with latest 
generation wet compound inboard. 

Uike all summer tires, the MICHELIN® Pilot® Super Sport is not intended 
to be driven in near-freezing temperatures, through snow or on ice. 


For sporty coupes, luxury sedans and family minivans 

A revolutionary extreme silica and sunflower oil enhanced tread compound increases 
traction in wet and cold temperatures. 


MICHELIN EverGrip™ Technology 
Circumferential Expanding Rain Grooves 
widen as the tire wears to help resist 
hydroplaning and aid wet traction while 
lateral Emerging Grooves in each 
shoulder block open up to enhance ^ 

traction in wet and wintry conditions. * 


*Visit TIRERACK.COM/SPECIALS for complete offer details. Offer expires 05/1 0/201 5. The Reward Card is issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to 
a license from MasterCard International Incorporated. MasterCard is a registered trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. 

The Michelin Man is a registered trademark owned by Michelin North America, Inc. 
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Max Performance Summer^ 


Premier'A/S 


Grand Touring All-Season 
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Hours M-F 8am-8pm 
EST; SAT 9am-4pm 


1 - 888 - 372-8473 


www.tirerack.com 


b 







Ultra High Performance All-Season 

Developed for sports car, sporty coupe and luxury sedan drivers 
looking for year-round performance, the ADVAN Sport A/S is 
designed to combine sophisticated ride comfort with all-season 
traction in dry, wet and wintry conditions, even light snow. 

EXTRA-LARGE OUTBOARD SHOULDER BLOCKS ^ 

Asymmetric tread design with extra-large outboard 
shoulder blocks to enhance dry cornering. 

Z-GROOVES 

Create large biting edges to increase 
wintertime snow traction. 

CIRCUMFERENTIAL GROOVES 

Help evacuate water to resist 
hydroplaning and maintain wet grip. 


1 Standard Touring and 
' Grand Touring All-Season ^ ^ 

Featuring Yokohama's Orangt Oil Ttdinoiogir 
to improve the performance of the natural 
and synthetic rubber blend, the AVID Ascend 
is designed to offer long treadwear, low rolling 
resistance and all-season traction, even in light snow. 


ASYMMETRIC TREAD DESIGN 

Blends dry handling, water 
evacuation and wintertime traction. 


Shop by Vehicle at www.tirerack.com/yokohama 
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ADVANTI FS FASTOSO 

. 18 19 20 
STARTING AT $179ea. 


ASA AR1 

16 17 18 
STARTING AT $120ea. 


SPARCO ASSEUO GARA 

14 15 16 17 18 
STARTING AT $89ea. 


SPARCO PRO CORSA 

17 18 

STARTING AT $148ea. 


VERDE INVICTUS 

20 22 

STARTING AT $229ea. 


VERDE PARALLAX 

19 20 

STARTING AT $169ea. 


TIRElMCfC 
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ASA GT11 
17 18 

STARTING AT $1 61 ea. 


ENKEI PERF. J10 

15 16 17 18 

STARTING AT $11 lea. 


ENKEI PERF. M52 
15 16 17 18 
STARTING AT $113ea. 


ENKEI PERF. PSR5 
15 16 17 18 
STARTING AT $120ea. 


ENKEI TUNING RAIJIN 
18 

STARTING AT $21 Sea. 


ENKEI TUNING T6S 
17 18 

STARTING AT $195ea. 


ENKEI TUNING TX5 
17 18 

STARTING AT $195ea. 




AVARUSAV12 
17 18 19 20 
STARTING AT $169ea. 


AXIS MODEL ONE 

20 

STARTING AT $275ea. 


BREMMER KRAFT BR11 
17 18 19 
STARTING AT $159ea. 


BREMMER KRAFT BR1 3 
17 18 

STARTING AT $148ea. 


PLATINUM RECLUSE 
16 17 18 20 

STARTING AT $1 81 ea. 


GRANITE ALLOY GA640 MAMBA Ml 8 METHOD HOLE ULTRA SOLDIER 

16 17 18 20 15 17 18 20 15 16 17 18 17 18 20 

STARTING AT$109ea. STARTING AT$135ea. STARTING AT$172ea. STARTING AT $184ea. 


504 LEGACY 
16 17 18 20 
STARTING AT $145ea. 


See Them On 
Your Vehicle! 

Enter your vehicle at 
www.tirerack.com to 
experience one-click 
access to everything 
that fits it, and create a 
list of saved products. 


What About TPMS? 

If your vehicle came equipped with a r 

direct tire pressure monitoring system, 

we can assist you in selecting wheels that 

are compatible with its sensors. We also 

offer an extra set of sensors for 

all TPMS systems, so your 

tire and wheel package 

can arrive with sensors HMlSh 

already installed. 


Want More Info? 

Call and talk to our 
highly trained experts. 
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ARRIVAL 

CHEVROLET CHEVROLET CHEVROLET 

CAMAROZ/28 COLORADO Z71 TAHOE LT 




ARRIVAL2015 Audi A31.8T Christian Seabaugh 


“I’m really geeking 
out over our A3’s 
MMI system:j)icture 
destination, Google 
Maps, Wi-Fi. Where do 
I sign up?” @C_Seabaugh 


B EPACiTY/HWY/COMBFUELECON 
V 23/33/27 MPG BASE PRiCE $30,795 
PRICE AS TESTED $36,645 


we’ii sample the three A3 variants for four months 
each: a base A3 1.8T, a diesel-sipping A3 TDI, and 
a 292-hp S3. Although Audi offers the A3 in sedan, 
hatchback, and convertible body styles, we’ll likely 
stick to the sedan for consistency’s sake. Each 
version of the A3 will get its fair share of road trips, 
commuting, and dealer visits. 

First to arrive was this $30,795 silver A3 1.8T 
sedan with the Premium Plus trim bringing it to 
$33,345. Its 1.8-liter, turbocharged 1-4 makes a 
healthy 170 hp and 200 Ib-ft of torgue, and it drives 


the front wheels through an S-Tronic six-speed 
dual-clutch automatic. 

Leather seats, HID headlamps with LED 
running lamps and taillights, and a “panoramic” 
(“big” is a more apt description) sunroof are 
standard. The Premium Plus trim adds heated 
front seats, keyless start, and 18-inch wheels. We 
decided to add the $2,600 MMI Navigation Plus 
package, which includes the most advanced 
version of Audi’s MMI infotainment system 
available. Tack on the $550 charge for our A3’s 




In the past year we’ve seen luxury a 
refocus on entry-luxe models, but Ai 
be taking the segment the most seri 
the new 2015 A3. 

Although companies such as Aci 
Mercedes-Benz only offer up to two 
and one body style with their entry-1 
Audi has fired off a full salvo. The A3 
includes three gas variants, a diesef 
PHEV, front- or all-wheel drive, and 
three different body styles. And 
we’re getting the chance to spend 
a year with the best of the bunch. 

Over the next 12 months. 
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UPDATE 

GMC SIERRA UPDATE HONDA ACCORD INFINITI JAGUAR F-TYPE JEEP CHEROKEE KIA UPDATE 

DENALM500 HONDA FIT HYBRID TOURING Q50S R COUPE TRAILHAWK K900V8 KIA SOUL 



MAZDA3S NISSAN RAM 1500 SUBARU SUBARU VOLKSWAGEN VOLKSWAGEN VOLVO 

GRAND TOURING VERSA NOTE ECODIESEL FORESTER XT WRXSTI GOLFGTI PASSAT SPORT V60 

UPDATE UPDATE 


RIDE ALONG FORUPDATESON OUR LONG-TERM FLEET 


SPECS 2015 Audi A3 



7.1 sec 15.5 sec 112 ft 

0-60 mph Quarter mile 89.2 mph OrakinB distance, 60-0 mph 


Vehicle Layout Front-engine, FWD, 5-pass, 4-door sedan 
Engine 1.8L/170-hp/200-lb-ft turbo DOHC 16-valve 1-4 
Transmission 6-speed twin-clutch auto 
Curb Weight (F/R Dist) 3,138 lb (60/40%) 

Lateral Acceleration 0.88 g (avg) 

Energy Cons, City/Hwy 147/102 kW-hrs/100 miles 


Ice Silver metallic paint and the $150 bill for the 
chrome-tipped exhaust, and you get our A3’s 
$36,645 sticker. We skipped the Driver Assistance 
package, which includes a backup camera, lane 
departure warning, and blind-spot monitors, as its 
$1,400 sticker price seemed high. Time will tell if 
we made the right call on that one. 

Stay tuned to see how useful the MMI info- 
tainment system really is and how the littlest Audi 
handles big journeys. These next four months 
before our S3 and diesel arrive are going to be fun. 





“Thanks to South 
Bay BMW my 
2015 BMW MS’s 
squeaky door seals 
are no longer. Now 
let’s fix this front left 
brake judderl” @edloh 


I had three specific issues to address 
at the M3’s first service, which I was about 
1,500 miles overdue for. First and foremost, 

I asked the guys at South Bay BMW to 
diagnose and fix the incessant squeaking 
coming from inside the vehicle. The brittle 
creaking over speed bumps and in and out 
of steeper driveways has been maddening 
and my chief complaint when anyone asks 
me about the car. In addition, I informed the 
service department of an issue that had just 
cropped up, most recently on the drive into 
the parking lot: a juddering sensation from 
the front wheels, particularly at low speeds 
(below 20 mph) and only when making 
90-degree turns. The operating theory I 
passed along was that the surface of the 
brake rotor was rubbing against the pads in 
the calipers under load, near the extremes 
of the turning radius. 

When the car came back, the creaking 
issue was solved. The cause of the noise 
was dirty door seals, so all four seals were 
cleaned and lubricated, and the creaking 
disappeared. Less easy to fix was the brake 
judder. The service write-up states it was 
“operating as designed” and noted that 
during the road-test diagnosis, “traction 
control activation during hard left turn 
with brakes applied.” A “client road test 


■ Service life/ 8 mo/21,011 mi 
Avg C02/ 0.96 Ib/mi 
Energy cons / 166 kW-hrs/100 mi 

Unresolved problems / Front brake judder 
Maintenance cost /$0 (oil change, 
inspection) 

Normal-wear cost / $0 

Base price / $62,925 As tested / $78,125 

E averagempgfuelecon 

20.3 comb. 

with shop foreman” was recommended, 
presumably to demonstrate how traction 
control could be mistaken for the brake 
issue, but that drive never happened, and 
the brake judder (which is felt through the 
steering wheel and not through the rear 
wheels) is still an issue. 

The final service procedure was the 
replacement of the engine compart- 
ment sound insulator, as part of recall 
0051460300. Apparently water can leak 
into the engine compartment and affect 
wiring connectors unless the insulating 
strip is replaced. 

Total cost for this service was exactly 
$0. A nice touch, even though not every 
issue was addressed. 



The newest member to the AfTteam, photog 
Robin Trajano, took the F80 home over the 
weekend and introduced it to grandpa E46. 
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C02 emissions 0.99 ib/mi 


Not yet tested 

Braking distance, 60-0 mph 


Vehicie Layout Front-engine, 4WD, 5-pass, 4-door truck 
Engine 3.6L/305-hp/269-lb-ftDOHC 24-valve V-6 
Transmission 6-speed auto 
Curb Weight 4,500 1 b (est) 

Energy Cons, City/Hwy 198/140 kW-hrs/100 miles 


7.4 sec (est) 

0-60 mph 


Not yet tested 

Quarter mile 


B EPA CITY/HWY/COMB FUEL ECON 
17/24/20 MPG BASE PRICE $34,990 
PRICE AS TESTED $37,265 


The 2015 Chevrolet Colorado, the Motor Trend 
Truck of the Year, was delivered in January to serve 
as the Detroit office’s long-term vehicle. Over the 
next year, we’ll test everything this four-wheel-drive. 
Red Rock Metallic Z71 crew cab has to offer. It’s 
already assisted in one weekend move and was 
a champ through the heaviest of snowfalls during 
our brutally cold winter. When I left the airport after 
one snowstorm, the Colorado easily pulled out of 
its space while many others spun their wheels and 


owners waited for rescue shovels to arrive. This 
was the first time I needed to put the Colorado in 
four-wheel drive. It’s an easy task — I just turned a 
knob one click over and waited a moment for the 
indicator light to notify me when the system was 
engaged. Then it was just a matter of feathering 
the accelerator and backing up. No wheelspin. No 
struggle. Just cleanly driving over the 3-foot-high 
mound of snow that plows had created. 

Our long-term tester includes 
the 305-hp, 269 Ib-ft V-6 with 
direct-injection mated to a 
six-speed automatic. Accel- 
eration is smooth, and there’s 
never a desire for more power. 

The 17-inch wheels riding on 
Goodyear Wrangler All-Terrain 
Adventure tires make highway 
riding soft but still comfortable. 

According to the mileage 
indicator. I’ve managed to 
hit the Colorado’s combined 
mileage of 20 mpg through the 


first 1,000 miles of driving. The only hang-up I’ve 
encountered is an intermittent check engine light 
indicating the closing grille shutters have frozen 
in place when temperatures dipped below zero. 
When the temperature outside rose, it turned off. 

A lot of features remain to test in real-world 
driving, including the Z71 off-roading suspension. 
But that will have to wait for the upcoming months, 
when we’ll also measure performance numbers. 


SPECS 2015 Chevrolet Colorado Z71 
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LONG-TERM TEST I Updates 




2015 Honda Fit EX Erick Ayapana 



?^“Our long-term 
Fit has led me to a 
deeper appreciation of 
volume knobs.” 

@erkayapana 


Don’t take volume knobs for granted. It’s 
an unexpected lesson I’ve learned from our 
long-term 2015 Honda Fit EX, which has a fancy 
touchscreen infotainment system that lacks a 
volume knob. A few readers pointed this out in 
past updates, and it’s something i’ve obsessed 
over in recent weeks. 

“Needs a voiume knob,” one reader noted after 
testing driving a Fit. “Did you end up using the 
steering wheel controls for adjusting the volume 
often?” another asked. “I found that was the only 
sane way to do so instead of the touch slider.” 

The touch slider is a 1-inch, touch-activated 
bar located to the left of the 7-inch Display 
Audio touchscreen. Adjusting the volume is 
done a number of ways. You can tap the “-h” or 
“-” to increase or decrease the volume. It works 
relatively well but is slow and tedious. Pressing 
and holding either button also works, but again, 
this method is slow. 

The guickest method? Use your 
pointer finger to tap the volume bar 
and then rapidly swipe it up or down 


Service life / 6 mo/8,993 mi 

AvgC02/0.61lb/mi 

Energy cons / 106 kW-hrs/100 mi 

Unresolved problems / None 
Maintenance cost / $0 
Normal-wear cost / $0 
Base price / $19,025 As tested / $19,025 


a 


AVERAGE MPG FUEL ECON 31.9 comb. 



(imagine scratching a puppy in its crate) until 
your desired volume is reached. It’s as imprecise 
and silly as it sounds. That said, the readers are 
right — the physical toggle switch on the steering 
wheel is the best way to go. 

Fortunately, the volume touch slider is the 
only guestionable item on the otherwise great 
infotainment system. The screen is sharp, the 
layout is intuitive, and the system is guick and 
responsive. There’s even a handy info page with 
a short history of fuel economy every time you 
reset the trip computer. Interestingly enough, 
there are three physical buttons on the upper 
edge of the screen (power on/off, CD eject, and 
screen brightness) that I rarely (if ever) use. 

There is hope because Honda hasn’t 
completely ditched the volume knob. The lower- 
trim Fit LX, for example, has a knob, and so does 
our long-term, top-of-the-line Accord Hybrid 
Touring. So if Honda is on the volume-ad- 
justing fence, then here’s my vote for 
the trusty, old-fashioned knob. 
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The touch-activated volume slider looks more intuitive than it 
is. The steering wheel-mounted toggle switch saves the day. 


©1015 Tn Rock 





A cargo tray would help keep mud and melted 
snow from ruining the cargo area’s carpet. 
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LONG-TERM TEST I Updates 



2014 Kla Soul Exclaim Karla Sanchez 


"^‘Tve been seeing 
Souls painted in 
Fathom Blue, black, and 
white all over the place, 
and they actually look- 
dare I say it?-really 
nicel” @l<arlis143 


A couple things have happened over the past 
couple months with our long-term 2014 Kia Soul 
Exclaim. The first is that it was taken in for its first 
service a little before the suggested 7,500-mile 
mark. The Soul’s oil and filter were changed, and 
its tires were rotated for a grand total of $73.84. 

Another first for the Kia Soul was a day at the 
slopes. Although the Soul only had to transport 
our snowboards about 5 miles from the cabin to 
the resorts, the boards still managed to beat up 
the Soul’s interior guite a bit. With the 60/40 split 


Service life / 10 mo/15,096 mi 

AvgC02 / 0.76lb/mi 

Energy cons / 132 kW-hrs/100 mi 

Unresolved problems / None 
Maintenance cost/ $73.84 (oil change, tire 
rotation, inspection) 

Normal-wear cost / $0 

Base price / $21,295 As tested / $26,635 

REAL MPG FUEL ECON 25.6 comb. 

rear seats folded down the 40 side, three boards 
fit just fine, but they left scratches on the back of 
the passenger seat and on the plastic trim on the 
door panel. An easy solution would be Kia’s roof 
racks and ski/snowboard attachment, but it’s not 
an option because it has a panoramic sunroof. 

Audi and others don’t let panoramic 
sunroofs limit roof rack installation, though. 

It’d be nice if Kia figured out a system allowing 
owners to enjoy both. 








Air suspension makes this full-size truck 
ride and handle much better than expected. 


2014 Ram 1500 Outdoorsman Crew Cab 4x4 Jason Udy 



^ “The Ram 1500’s 
rearview camera 
and front and rear 
park sensors make 
maneuvering the big 
vehicle a breeze in 
cramped parking lots.” 
@MTJasonUdy 


With more than 20,000 miles on the odometer 
and our previous issues resolved, it’s time to talk 
pros and cons of the Ram 1500’s interior. 

The heated, leather-wrapped steering wheel, 
heated seats, and the remote engine start make 
chilly mornings more bearable — especially 
during trips to the Rocky Mountains or Northern 
California. With its 10-way power driver’s seat, 
the Ram 1500 accommodates drivers of various 
shapes and sizes, and the lumbar adjustment is 
appreciated on long road trips. 


Service life / 8 mo/19,198 mi 

AvgC02/1.03lb/mi 

Energy cons/ 156 kW-hrs/100 mi 

Unresolved problems / None 
Maintenance cost/ $130.80 (2-DEF refill; 
1-oil change, tire rotation, inspection) 
Normal-wear cost / $0 
Base price / $45,905 As tested / $53,440 

2 REAL MPG FUEL ECON 21.6 comb. 

The Ram 1500 can charge up to five devices 
at once. The audio system plays music via SD, 
USB, or Bluetooth and is further enhanced by 
the optional nine-speaker audio system with a 
subwoofer and amplifier. 

I’ve enjoyed my time living in the Ram 1500 
EcoDiesel, but there are a few missing options 
I wouldn’t mind having, namely leather seating 
with ventilation and the available dual-zone 
climate control. 





The Cherokee easily swallows my new 13-foot kayak. 
In all seriousness, I have a rack coming. 
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2014 Jeep Cherokee Trallhawk William Walker 


r “Clunk! Obviously 
the nine-speed still 
needs some fine-tuning.” 

@mt_dubdub 


Hopefully the third time is the charm. It 
seems like every few months our Jeep Cherokee 
Trailhawk needs to have its transmission 
re-flashed. We mentioned the first update way 
back in February, when Rory Jurnecka reported 
improvements after the transmission program- 
ming was updated at the 10,000-mile service. 

The second update came when photo editor 
Julia LaPalme was momentarily stranded when 
the Jeep failed to shift into gear. While driving 
back from a photo shoot, the car began to make 



Service life / 10 mo/19,296 mi 

AvgC02/1.01lb/mi 

Energy cons / 176 kW-hrs/100 mi 

Unresolved problems / None 
Maintenance cost / $0 (oil change, 
tire rotation, inspection) 

Normal-wear cost / $0 

Base price / $30,490 As tested / $37,265 

1^ REAL MPG FUEL ECON 19.2 comb. 


odd noises and the check engine light came 
on, so she exited the freeway. She had to restart 
the vehicle in order to break it of its glitch, but it 
continued to make odd noises. The fix came in 
another re-flash. The transmission, in Jeep’s words, 
had “lost communication with the ECU.” 

And that brings us to the current update. As we 
reported in February, Fiat Chrysler Automobiles is 
preparing yet another update for the nine-speed. 
Flopefully this time they will get it right. 
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Thule’s Aeroblade 
roof rack system 
installed quickly 
and easily, and it 
generates minimal 
wind noise. 


2015 Volkswagen GTI Rory Jurnecka 


just enough fun on 
the daily commute to 
keep things interesting. 
Ana that DSG is a clutch- 

The GTI has proven itself to be a capable 
commuter even when stuffed to its wheel wells. 
As I discovered during weekends of shuttling 
five people at once, the GTI rides just as well fully 
loaded as it does with just me behind the wheel. 

Many online commenters have voiced their 
displeasure about our choice of the GTI with a 
DSG dual-clutch gearbox instead of the manual. 
To that. I’ll say this: I’ve driven manual GTIs, and 
yes, they’re more involving than the DSG version. 
But (and this is a major but) my daily round-trip 


Service life / 3 mo/3,552 mi 

AvgC02/0.69lb/mi 

Energy cons / 135 kW-hrs/100 mi 

Unresolved problems / None 
Maintenance cost / $0 
Normal-wear cost / $0 
Base price / $25,815 As tested / $33,205 

2 AVERAGE MPG FUEL ECON 24.8 comb. 

commute is 32 miles. With Southern California 
traffic. I’m spending 2 hours in my car every day. 
Stopping and starting, stopping and starting. I’ve 
spent plenty of time in manual-eguipped cars for 
this commute, but there’s just no way around the 
fact that an automated transmission is a better 
proposition as a daily driver; I already have two 
manual-equipped weekend toys in my garage. 
Considering that VW’s paddle-shift DSG is pretty 
sporty when I want it to be. I’d say it’s a win-win. 



NOW ANYTIME CAN BE 
GO-TIME. K&N® High -Flow 
Air Filters™ are designed to 
increase horsepower with up 
to 50% more airflow. And with 
five-minute installation, better 
performance doesn’t get much 
easier. Order yours online today. 

KNFILTERS.COM | 800-858-3333 
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2014 Nissan Rogue SLAWD Christian Seabaugh 


BmP SM “Hope I don’t lose 
any car guy street 
cred admitting this, but 
Tm reajly gonna miss my 

In an age of people arguing with Internet strangers 
about which performance car has the most 
horsepower or which automaker took the biggest 
bailout, it’s refreshing to drive something as honest, 
simple, and controversy-free as the Nissan Rogue. 

Our Brilliant Silver family-oriented crossover 
really became a part of my family over the past 
21,000 miles. Always willing and able, the Rogue 
took the girl, the dogs, and me to work and the dog 
park every day, to Northern California to visit family, 
and to Lake Tahoe to plan our wedding. It was 
ever-present, always happy to be along for the trip. 
Memories were made in that Rogue, from getting 
nicked for (allegedly) speeding by the ever-vigilant 
California Highway Patrol to enjoying sunshine 
and warm ocean air with the windows dropped, 
panoramic roof open, the sound system bumpin’, 
and dogs happily hanging out the windows. 


Service life / 12 mo / 21,550 mi 
Base price/ $30,280 
Options / Premium package ($1,990), 
auto-dimming mirror ($310) 

Price as tested / $32,580 
Avg fuel econ/C02 / 23.3 mpg / 0.84 Ib/mi 
Problem areas / Rattling sunroof, power 
window, tailgate 

Maintenance cost* / $648.61 (4-oil change, 
inspection; 2-tire rotation; 1-cabin-air filter, 
engine-air filter, brake fluid change) 

Normal-wear cost / $0 (front brake rotor resur- 
face, pad replacement, battery replacement) 
3-year residual value** / $16,290 
Recalls / Front hub bolts, loose lug nuts, 
steering shaft bolt 

B EPACITY/HWY/COMBFUELECON 25/32/28 MPG 
REAL MPG CITY/HWY/COMB FUEL ECON 

20.1/28.2/23.1 

Although the memories are nice, my favorite 
thing about the Rogue was how versatile it was. 

It was just as happy hauling five adults and their 
gear to the beach as it was being filled from the 
front seats back with boxes on a long road trip. The 
sliding rear seats and Divide-N-Hide cargo area 
really allowed the Rogue to excel at hauling duties. 
The former allowed us to position the rear seats 


right up against the fronts, making it impossible 
for our dogs to fall off the seats during road trips 
while maximizing cargo capacity. The latter was just 
as suited for dividing and organizing groceries as 
it was swallowing up boxes, suitcases, and even 
bikes. Talk about efficient storage solutions. 

A long road trip in another MT vehicle really drove 
this point home. I’ve made the 550-mile journey from 


*Est, including missed 5,000-mile and warranty-discounted 
20,000-mile services. **Automotive Lease Guide data 




2014 Nissan Rogue SL AWD 

POWERTRAIN/CHASSIS 


DRIVETRAIN LAYOUT 
ENGINE TYPE 


VALVETRAIN 

DISPLACEMENT 


COMPRESSION RATIO 


POWER (SAE NET) 


TORQUE (SAE NET) 
REDLINE 


WEIGHT TO POWER 
TRANSMISSION 
AXLE/FINAL-DRIVE RATIO 
SUSPENSION, FRONT; REAR 


STEERING RATIO 


17.1:1 


TURNS LOCK-TO-LOCK 


BRAKES, F;R 


11.8-in vented disc; 11.7-in 
vented disc, ABS 


WHEELS 


7.0 X 18-in. cast aluminum 


225/60R18 lOOH M+S 
Dunlop Grandtrek ST30 


TIRES 


Front-engine, AWD 
1-4, aluminum block/head 
DOHC, 4valves/cyl 
151.8 cu in/2,488cc 
10.0:1 

170 hp @ 6,000 rpm 

175 Ib-ft @ 4,400 rpm 

6,200 rpm 

21.4 Ib/hp 

Cont. variable auto 

5.69:1/2.15:1 

Struts, coil springs, anti-roll 
bar; multilink, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 


SoCal to NorCal in the Rogue many times, and the 
Rogue never felt taxed with our usual load of two or 
three suitcases, two backpacks, dog beds, food, 
and a handful of other miscellaneous items. Over 
the Christmas break, I opted to take MTs long-term 
Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk on the same trip with the 
same usual load of cargo. I was surprised to find the 
cargo area filled from floor to ceiling, blocking my 
view through the back glass. It felt cramped in the 
Jeep— it never felt that way in the Nissan. 

Like any family member, the Rogue was lovable 
but not without its flaws. It was slow off the line, 
for instance, making the stoplight race to the turn 
lane a difficult endeavor. The Rogue also never 
lived up to the promise of its lofty 25/32/28 mpg 
city/highway/combined ERA numbers; over its 12 
months with us, the Rogue achieved 23.3 mpg, 
just a hair better than its 23.1 combined Real MPG 
score. The Rogue’s observed fuel economy was 
bested by our old long-term 2014 Subaru Forester 
2.5i Touring (25.6 mpg observed), 2013 Mazda 
CX-5 Grand Touring 2.0 (26.4 mpg), and 2013 
Honda CR-V(26.5 mpg). 

The Rogue also had a few minor quality issues 
during its last 5,000 miles in our garage. Although 
always mechanically sound, the panoramic sunroof 
started making sounds above 40 mph. The dealer 
was able to replicate the issue but couldn’t actually 
fix the rattle as nothing was technically broken. 
There also were a few electrical gremlins hiding 
in the left-rear passenger door window and in the 
tailgate. On two or three occasions, the left-rear 


window would refuse to rise after being lowered, 
randomly coming back into action again after a 
period of sitting. The power-operated tailgate 
also went haywire, refusing to stay open and 
even causing damage to one of the taillights. The 
window and tailgate issues were addressed by 
replacing a control module and the battery at no 
cost during its 20,000-mile service. 

Speaking of service, after accidentally missing 
its first, the Rogue made three scheduled stops 
at our local Nissan dealer for service. These three 
oil changes, two tire rotations, cabin air filter and 
engine air filter replacements, and a brake fluid 
change set us back $329.88. Although we got a 
break on the 20,000-mile service because of the 
warranty repairs being done at the same time, had 
we paid for all four scheduled service stops, we’d 
have spent $648.61 servicing the Rogue. We’ve 
had a fair amount of family crossovers pass through 
our garage over the past few years, and the Rogue 
is on the high-end of the maintenance-cost spec- 
trum. Our Forester cost us nothing to service, our 
CR-V $220.66, and our CX-5 $456.21. 

Over my past half-dozen or so months with the 
Nissan Rogue, the question I most often got about 
it from friends, family, and neighbors was, “Would 
you buy one?” Personally, no; it’s overkill for what 
I need, and the Lexus RX-lookalike styling isn’t my 
cup of tea. But would I recommend it to someone 
in the market for a crossover SUV? In a heartbeat. 
Without hesitation. I truly loved my time in the 
Rogue and know that it’d just as easiiy make itself 
part of someone else’s family as it did mine. 


WHEELBASE 


TRACK, F/R 


LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT 
GROUND CLEARANCE 


106.5 in 
62.8/62.8 in 
182.3 x 72.4 x 66.3 in 
7.4 in 


APPROACH/DEPART ANGLE 


17.4/25.0 deg 


TURNING CIRCLE 


CURB WEIGHT 
WEIGHT BIST., F/R ' 


TOWING CAPACITY 
SEATING CAPACITY 
HEADROOM, F/R 


LEGR00M,F/R 
SHOULDER ROOM, F/R 
CARGO VOLUME BEH F/R ~ 


37.4 ft 
3,633 lb 
57/43% 

1,000 lb 
5 

39.5/36.6 in 
43.0/37.9 in 
56.6/55.9 in 
70.0/32.0 cu ft 


ACCELERATION TO MPH 


0-30 


3.3 sec 


0-40 


0-50 

0-60 


0-90 

PASSING, 45-65 MPH 


12.0 

15.7 

20.1 


QUARTER MILE 


BRAKING, 60-0 MPH 


4.7 

17.0 sec @ 83.2 mph 
118 ft 


\¥ 








LATERAL ACCELERATION 

0.77 g (avg) 

MT FIGURE EIGHT 

28.9 sec @ 0.58 g (avg) 

TOP-GEAR REVS @60 MPH 

2,000 rpm 

CONSUMER INFO 

BASE PRICE 

$30,280 

PRICE AS TESTED 

$32,580 

STABILITY/TRACTION 

CONTROL 

Yes/yes 

AIRBAGS 

Dual front, frontside, 
f/r curtain 

BASIC WARRANTY 

3 yrs/36,000 miles 

POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 

5yrs/60,000 miles 

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 

3 yrs/36,000 miles 

FUEL CAPACITY 

14.5 gal 

EPACITY/HWY/COMBECON 

25/32/28 mpg 

ENERGY CONS, CITY/HWY 

135/105 kW-hrs/100 miles 

C02 EMISSIONS 

0.70 Ib/mile 

REAL MPG CITY/HWY/COMB 

20.1/28.2/23.1 mpg 

RECOMMENDED FUEL 

Unleaded regular 
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2013 Tesla Model S P85+ Kim Reynolds 


1^ “The legacy carbuilding 
‘ establishment Is ripe for 
overturning by fast-moving tech 
companies versed in silicon, not 
steel." @MT_Reynolds 


I’ve known Alec Brooks longer than either of us 
can precisely remember, but during a recent lunch 
he mentioned something that startled me. “Did I 
ever tell you that I was once interviewed to be the 
Model S’ chief engineer?” I put my coffee cup down 
as my journalist’s antenna rose. 

Brooks is a pioneer of the modern electric car 
who once gave me a ride in the GM Impact, the 
catalyst that convinced GM to build the EVl “I 
immediately got into an argument with Musk, and 
that was that,” he said. “But I worked there for a 
while anyway as director of vehicle technology 
during the Model S’ early planning.” Astonishingly, 
Brooks had yet to drive the final product. At the 
conclusion of our lunch I slipped him our long-term 
car’s keys for a week I was about to be away on 
a trip. What would be the verdict of the Model S’ 
almost-chief engineer? I’ll get back to that. 


Service life / 17 mo / 38,054 mi 

Base price/ $94,900 

Options / V suspension, wheel, and tire 

upgrade ($6,500); tech package ($4,250); 

third-row seats ($2,500); air suspension 

($2,250); dual charger ($2,000) 

Price as tested / $112,400 

Avg fuel econ* / 86.2 mpg-e 

Problem areas / Motor replacement, steering 

knuckle replacement, sunroof 

Maintenance cost / $0 

Normal-wear cost / $1,760 (new tires) 

3-year residual value** / $53,307 
Recalls / None 


a 


EPACITY/HWY/COMB FUEL ECON 

88/90/89 MPG-E 

AVERAGE MPG FUEL ECON* 86.2 MPG-E 


*Performed in the manner of Real MPG testing. 
**Based on Tesla resale price guarantee 


In reality, the Model S is a car with as many 
verdicts as it represents groundbreaking firsts: It’s 
the first EV with gas-competitive range. The first 
mass-produced EV with shattering performance. 
The first you can genuinely road-trip via its world- 
wide, 393-station network of 2,146 120-kilowatt 
Superchargers. The first to embrace over-the-air 


software updates. ... Let me inhale here. ... The first 
with a gigantic, reconfigurable multi-touchscreen. 
And the first to challenge the powerful dealer- 
ship establishment with company-owned Tesla 
stores in fashionable malls (designed by George 
Blankenship, who created the Apple Store). Being a 
Silicon Valley carmaker means not comprehending 
what you can’t do. 

Many verdicts. Let’s start with reliability. Besides 
some simple maintenance, our car’s only unsched- 
uled attention was due to a flat tire on the 405 (the 
“Tesla Rangers” arrived in 45 minutes and swapped 
on a spare), a nail in another, and a defiantly 
sgueaky sunroof that eventually just sgueaked itself 
out. The technicians often proactively updated the 
car to a startling degree, including new suspension 
bushings and replacing a steering knuckle when 
they noticed it was loose, and the power unit itself 
when they heard a clicking sound in the single- 
speed reduction gears. All for free. Our commu- 
nications were via guick texts on a first-name 
basis (Hi, Mark!) and frankly, the whole thing was 
breathtakingly Apple Store Genius Bar compared to 
the Victorian horrors of traditional dealerships. 

OK, but isn’t that replaced motor/tranny unit a 
big deal? Chin scratching. To Tesla’s technicians, it 
really seemed like it was just another plug-and-play 



NORTHERN* POWCRFUl COUPON OFFCRS 


TOOL -I- equipment 


VALID AT 85+ STORES OR NORTHERNTOOLCOM 


un^ioopmmx! 

MMtf on salB jutces 


Coupon valid through 7/31/15 on a single 
purchase at our stores, NorthernTool. 
com, or by calling 800-533-5545. Coupon 
not valid with other coupons, on prior 
purchases, or gift cards. Coupon cannot 
be reproduced. FOR ONLINE PURCHASES 
USE KEYCODE 220460. 




viOimiEnir 



220460 


Coupon valid through 7/31/15 on a single 
purchase at our stores, NorthernTool. 
com, or by calling 800-533-5545. Coupon 
not valid with other coupons, on prior 
purchases, or gift cards. Coupon cannot 
be reproduced. FOR ONLINE PURCHASES 
USE KEYCODE 220461. 


Valid on all sale nrices 


220461 


Coupon valid through 7/31/15 on a single 
purchase at our stores, NorthernTool. 
com, or by calling 800-533-5545. Coupon 
not valid with other coupons, on prior 
purchases, or gift cards. Coupon cannot 
be reproduced. FOR ONLINE PURCHASES 
USE KEYCODE 220462. 


HoimiEflir 



220462 


SAVE $30 

«149®* 

Reg. *179“ 
30" DRUM 
FAN 

# 250721-7018 


Coupon valid through 7/31/15 on a single 
purchase at our stores, NorthernTool.com, or by 
calling 800-533-5545. Search MOTOR TREND for 
discount pricing online. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases or gift cards and cannot be reproduced. 



286418 


SAVES20 

19999 

Rag.119* 




lO^aAMPREMNGTQN 
ELEimiC niMSMUt 


>■ ■ I 


itC fn iiMy 


purchase at our stores, NorthernTool.com, or by 
calling 800-533-5545. Search MOTOR TREND for 
discount pricing online. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases or gift cards and cannot be reproduced. 



286419 


SAVE 35% 

$4499 

Reg. *69“ 

WORKTUNES^** MP3/ 
AM-FM RADIO & 
HEARING PROTECTOR 

# 1746366-7018 


Coupon valid through 7/31/15 on a single 
purchase at our stores, NorthernTool.com, or by 
calling 800-533-5545. Search MOTOR TREND for 
discount pricing online. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases or gift cards and cannot be reproduced. 



286420 


SAVE $100 

$29999 

Reg. *399“ 

4000 WAn 

PORTABLE 

GENERATOR 

# 45809-7018 




Coupon valid through 7/31/15 on a single 
purchase at our stores, NorthernTool.com, or by 
calling 800-533-5545. Search MOTOR TREND for 
discount pricing online. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases or gift cards and cannot be reproduced. 




286421 


SAVE $100 

*199®* 

Reg. ^29999 

2.3 GPM, 2600 PSI 
PRESSURE WASHER 

# 45810-7018 

ONM ir^ TOItIS U ■ ^ 

i M it »r 

calling 800-533-5545. Search MOTOR TREND for 
discount pricing online. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases or gift cards and cannot be reproduced. 



286422 


SAVE 21% 

$19999 

Reg. *139“ 

DURAMAX 14-GALLON 
POLY/STEEL FUEL 
CADDY 

# 33631-7018 

Coupon valid through 7/31/15 on a single 
purchase at our stores, NorthernTool.com, or by 
calling 800-533-5545. Search MOTOR TREND for 
discount pricing online. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases or gift cards and cannot be reproduced. 



286423 


SAVE 30% 

*69®® 

Reg. *99“ 
lO'XIO' 
LIGHTWEIGHT 
STRAIGHT LEG 
CANOPY 

# 47507-7018 


Coupon valid through 7/31/15 on a single 
purchase at our stores, NorthernTool.com, or by 
calling 800-533-5545. Search MOTOR TREND for 
discount pricing online. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases or gift cards and cannot be reproduced. 





nil 

ill 


III 

286424 


SAVE $50 

$0999 

Reg. *11 9“ 

r^-TON ALUMINUM/STEEL 
SERVICE JACK . 

# 45396-7018 


biM Trvji Tffl.14 di ■ 

purchase at our stores, NorthernTool.com, or by 
calling 800-533-5545. Search MOTOR TREND for 
discount pricing online. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases or gift cards and cannot be reproduced. 


/ 



286425 


SAVE 20% 

$3999 

Reg. *49“ 

20-TON BOHLE 
JACK 

# 46239-7018 


Coupon valid through 7/31/15 on a single 
purchase at our stores, NorthernTool.com, or by 
calling 800-533-5545. Search MOTOR TREND for 
discount pricing online. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases or gift cards and cannot be reproduced. 



286426 


1-800-533-5545 | NorthernTool.com | Over 85 Stores 






2013 Tesla Model SP85+ 

POWERTRAIN/CHASSIS 


DIMENSIONS 


TEST DATA 


CONSUMER INFO 


STABILITY/TRACTION 

CONTROL 

AIRBAGS 


Yes/yes 

Dual front, frontside, 
f/r curtain, front knee 


BASIC WARRANTY 


4yrs/50,000 miles 


POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 

8yrs/unlimited 

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 

4yrs/50,000 miles 

ENERGY CAPACITY 

85 kW-hrs 

EPACITY/HWY/COMBECON 

88/90/89 mpg-e 

ENERGY CONS, CITY/HWY 

38/37 kW-hrs/100 miles* 

C02 EMISSIONS, COMB 

0 Ib/mi (at vehicle) 

RANGE 

265 mi (ERA), 238 mi (MT 
observed) 

FUEL 

110-vplug:1.4-kWAC;240- 
V wall charger: 10 or 20 kW 
AC; fast charge: 120-kWDC 


*Gas-equivalent 
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Rear-motor, RWD 
AC induction electric motor 
Liquid-cooled lithium-ion 


416 hp @ 5,000 rpm 


443 Ib-ft @ 0 rpm 


16.000 rpm 
11.4lb/hp 
1-speed automatic 
9.73:1/9.73:1 

Control arms, air springs, 
anti-roll bar; multilink, air 
springs, anti-roll bar 

13.0:1 

2.3 

14.0-in vented disc; 14.4-in 
vented disc, ABS 

8.5 X 21.0-in; 8.5 X 21.0-in, 
cast aluminum 

245/35R21 lOlY; 265/35R21 
lOlY Michelin Pilot Sport 
P$2 

116.5 in 
65.4/66.9 in 
196.0x77.3x56.5 in 

37.0 ft 
4,7311b 
46/54% 


5-^2 


38.8/35.3 in 
42.7/35.4 in 
57.7/55.0 in 


5.3 cu ft (f), 26.2 cu ft (rear, 
3rd-row seat removed) 


1.7 sec 


10.5 

1.9 


12.7 sec @ 107.8 mph 


108 ft 

0.92 g (avg) 

25.3 sec @ 0.74 g (avg) 


7,350 rpm 


component. Easier to swap than open up and fiddle 
with. (They later get them refurbished, so they’re 
not thrown away.) For traditional gas-powered-car 
guys, the engine is the high altar within the automo- 
tive cathedral. For Tesla, it’s a part number. 

Wear and tear. When we originally ordered our 
car I’d asked for a simple P85 with the smooth- 
riding tall-sidewall tires and sans the sunroof. A 
response soon arrived from Elon Musk’s secretary. 
“Elon read your request and is sending a P85 -h with 
a sunroof.” Their fastest car. 

The car’s lightning reflexes rendered my fellow 
road-goers bugs in amber, me a laser-beam pinball 
through them. Did its sizzle translate to the track? 
We lapped it twice at Mazda Raceway Laguna 
Seca and once at Streets of Willow, and each time 
the car lost power toward lap’s end as the software 
stepped in to protect the battery from rising 
temperatures — even defying my comical attempt 
to pre-freeze it with 17 ice bags stuffed underneath. 
(At least it felt pretty “cool” for 9/10 of a lap.) The 
motor’s double whammy of instant power and 
lift-throttle regen wore the rear tires quickly, though 
not out of line for such a powerful, heavy sedan, 
according to our friends at Tire Rack. On top of that, 
the slim-profile Michelins left the wide rims fairly 
whacked up, for which I was as guilty as anybody. 

Traveling. Almost everywhere I wanted to go 
proved to be Supercharger-reachable; to the 
Monterey, California, area six times, to the mountain 
town of Julian, California, for its famous apple pie, 
and on our last grand voyage, from Willow Springs 
Raceway to Phoenix. Unlike gas-car road-going, 
Tesla travel is closer to hopscotching between 
sparse landing strips in a light plane. You absolutely 
have to put it down at specific spots (for about 20 


minutes of zero-cost juicing before the next jump) 
and then make the best you can of the pause. 
There’s a Zen-like quality to the repeated pattern, 
though. In the early days (hah, I love saying that!) 
drivers would jump out of their cars and greet one 
another like cousins who’d never met. Now, they 
warily eye each other’s charging progress or bury 
their noses in books. You should see the route 
calculations filling my notebooks for every time I 
strayed from the charging network. (Note to Tesla: 
Finally! Just after our car leaves, you announce 
Update 6.2 and its Apple-slick trip planning soft- 
ware! Ack!) Over its 38,000-mile stay, the battery 
showed little appreciable degradation; its everyday 
range was 175 miles (212 if I was conservative), its 
fully charged range averaged about 203 miles (238 
if conservative), and I never ran out of juice. 

Oh, and Alec Brooks’ verdict after his week 
behind its wheel? “Very impressed. I didn’t think 
I’d like the big screen, but its size really helps in 
targeting buttons, and wow, the nav map is great.” 
Then the total technoid emerges; “I really appre- 
ciate how data is displayed in the gauges — ^you can 
tell they were created by engineers. In retrospect, 
the car I was originally arguing for was cheaper, 
smaller, less powerful and with a little less range — 
actually, what sounds more like the Model 3!” 

My verdict? As the Great Wallenda of the 
modern technological tightrope. Musk has right- 
fully lived in the spotlight as his audience gasps 
and cheers with his every step. In 12 short years, 
tiny Tesla has accomplished the near-impossible, 
and our 17 months in the car have been nothing less 
than an everyday reminder that it springs from the 
imagination of a guy whose tightrope leads all the 
way to Mars. ■ 


WHEELBASE 
TRACK, F/R 

LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT 
TURNING CIRCLE 
CURB WEIGHT 
WEIGHT DIST, F/R 
SEATING CAPACITY 
HEADROOM, F/R 
LEGR00M,F/R 
SHOULDER ROOM, F/R 
CARGO VOLUME 


ACCELERATION TO MPH 
0-30 
0-40 
0-50 
0-60 
0-70 
0-80 
0-90 
0-100 

PASSING, 45-65 MPH 
QUARTER MILE 
BRAKING, 60-0 MPH 
LATERAL ACCELERATION 
MT FIGURE EIGHT 

TOP-GEAR REVS 
@60 MPH 


DRIVETRAIN LAYOUT 
MOTOR TYPE 
BATTERY TYPE 


POWER (SAE NET) 


TORQUE (SAE NET) 


REDLINE 

WEIGHT TO POWER 
TRANSMISSION 
AXLE/FINAL-DRIVE RATIO 
SUSPENSION, FRONT; REAR 


STEERING RATIO 
TURNS LOCK-TO-LOCK 
BRAKES, F;R 


WHEELS, F;R 


TIRES, F;R 
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UPGRADE TO BETTER BRAKES FOR LESS! 


=*'rtc‘r*- 4 .i".MJV -“‘ - v - . ,!«Wt 2 pJa i 

Rotors to halt their rides. Having ridden along with world champion 
racers, EBC Brakes has earned a well deserved, world-wide reputa- 
tion as the maker of high-performance brakes. Call or visit us online 
for our complete selection. 


Wit hgjgB 


BRAKES 


ttnnoina Distances. 


Ttiafl OEM! ^ 

EBC GREEN ElUFF BRAKE MO$ 

Fr.n,S 46 ’‘''"- 


Mo^sd 

ThanStodclll 


EK RCD STUFF DfiAMZ FADS 
From ^56®®^”'' FREE Shipping 


EBC SPORT ROTOfiS 
From FREE Shipping 


FREE Shipping 


EASUY HAUL BOATS, BHB & MORB 


iliftlirTC 






BALL 

HOUNTS 


nECilVERHI 


AutoAnything 


flothOfi HtrtiiAtlBn 
4 F \ttftT Aui(iAbl« 


FREE SHIPPING 


1-YEAR PRICE GUARANTEE 


AutoAnything.com 1 888.686.5787 Ss 
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HOOD PROTECTORS & SIDEWIND DEFLECTORS 

Easy Installathon i Maximum ProtectiDn t Available In Chrome or Smoke 


DESIGNED / ENGINEERED 


We create products are not only 
more aerodynamiCp but provide an 
integrated style that the perfect 
compiirnent to your vehicle. 


aOO.e5S.5634 

5tanipedeAiJtci{notiveAccessaries.cofTi 


automotive. ACCBBEONIEE 



K t N E K T 

4HPIVABTIVI 3 

6£ARRING& r 

GSAR N£CKLAC£ ‘ ^ 

F'-L. LUIT" V . Mt V 

kinektdesjgn.com I SSS-6Q0-B494 


MOTBBTRtHB 

«News ^Road tests «Auto shows 
* Future vehicleSp and much moro. 

MOTORT REND. COM 
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Can Your Touch-Up Paint Do This? 



BEFORE^. _ 


Fast, Simple, Dramatic, Paint Chip Repairs 
...with 



Step 3 - Blendi 


All Factory Match Colors 
Permanent Chip Repairs 


Step 


Dab 


Smear 


No Clear Coat Needed 
The Cure for Road Rash 


3 kit sizes: $39.95 $59.95 


Rated # by The Wall Street Journal among 
do-it-yourself paint repair products 


See our website for photos & video demonstrations 

Order Your Paint Chip Repair Kit Today! 

Drcolorchip.com (866) 372-2548 


ATHENA PHEROMVNE lOJT' 
GETS YOU MORE AFFECTION from WOMEN 



DR.WINNIFRED B. CUTLER | 

* Creator of 10:13*"’ and 10X*"’ 

* PhD, biology, U Penn, 

Postdoc Stanford 

* Author 8 books, 40+ 
scientific articles. 

» Co-discovered human 
pheromones in 1986. (Time 
12/1/86; Newsweek 1/12/87) 


Vial of 1/6 oz. added to 2-4 oz. of your fragrance, 
worn daily lasts 4 to 6 mos. 10X increases the 
affection you get from women. 

Effective for 74% in two 8 week studies. 
Athena Pheromone 10X for men: $99.50 for 6 month 
supply. Athena Pheromone 1 0:1 3 for women: $98.50. 
Cosmetics, not aphrodisiacs. FREE US SHIPPING. 


RAISE the OCTANE f' 
«l your ARERSNAVE 


y Raiph (Hi) “I tried Athena Pheromone 10x over 
a year ago and was truly astonished at how well it 
worked. I was attracting women of all ages. Even 
after i found a girifriend, women just came up 
to me and asked what type of coiogne i had on, 
and wouid give me their phone number, right in 
front of my girifriend. I would like to tell all men 
that Athena 10X really works!” 



Scan QR code V 
wth Smart Phone \ 



Not in stores. Call: 61 0-827-2200 
or order online at 

athenainstitute.com 


o 


REJECT CHEAP IMITATIONS 

Athena Institute, 1211 Braefield Rd. 
Chester Springs, PA 19425 MOT 


BRAKEWORLD.COM 


•BEST PRICES 
•LARGEST SELECTION 
• GUARANTEED FITMENT 


The Leader In Performance DrlTTed ft Slotted Rotorsf • most knowledgeable reps 



Brake pads & rotors for all: Cars, Trucks, and SUV’s 


Ultra High Quality Rotors by: Brembo, Disc Italia, Xbrakes 

• Cooler Brakes • Longer Rotor Life • Massive Stopping Power 


Performance Pads, Advanced Kevlar & Ceramic Pads 

• Super Quiet & Clean • Shorter Stopping Distance 

• Longer Pad Life • NO BLACK DUST 1 

Stainless Steel Brake Lines 





Shop online 24/7 @ www.brakeworld.conn 

Toll Free; 866-272-5396 


WHOLESALE 

PRICES!! 


1 



from Cars to Guitars 

Zym^ Hand'Craflod Oignnic Cloanarij 
CondirkMian, and! Glazai. 


discount code: 
MT6S72 


zymol. 
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qRDEH rOUF mi CATALOG TEtOAV 


^ ti i M^ i im H- ra li h I 


qcji^rCT * 



OUTSTANDING 

VALUE! 






myaw^nca^^er 



Looking for a personalized gift for almost any occasion? 

My Own Cover magazine covers are perfect for birthday gifts, 
holiday gifts, corporate recognitions, or celebrating a milestone. 
Each magazine cover is as unique as the person on the cover. 

■ Upload your own photos 

■ Design great personalized covers 

■ Order prints to share or give as gifts 

Create your own magazine cover 
and be a star. 

www.myowncover.com 




Buying Smart 
Starts Here 


aut®motive.com^ 


Reviews 

+ 

Research 

+ 

Pricing Tools 

+ 

&L Much More... 








MAGNUM BLOOD-FLOW ' 

' SEXUAL PEAK PERFORMANCE 
FOR MEN 


Consumer: Redeemable at retail locations only. Not valid for online or mail- ‘ 
order purchases. Retailer: Irwin Naturals will reimburse you for the face value plus ' 
8 (cents) handling provided it is redeemed by a consumer at the time of purchase I 
on the brand specified. Coupons not properly redeemed will be void and held, t 
Reproduction by any party by any means is expressly prohibited. Any other use j 
constitutes fraud. Irwin Naturals reserves the right to deny reimbursement (due , 
to misredemption activity) and/or request proof of purchase for coupon (s) 
submitted. Mail to: CMS Dept. 10363, Irwin Naturals, 1 Fawcett Drive, Del Rio, TX '■ 
78840. Cash value: .001 (cents). Void where taxed or restricted. ONE COUPON PER 
PURCHASE. Not valid for mail order/websites. Retail only. 4 
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Stendra 


Cialis 


MlgT ' 


CIALIS ) 


Free online medical review 
by US Licensed Physicians 

Only FDA-approved medications 
to ensure your safety 

Discreetly packaged with next day 


f delivery shipped directly to your 
k door by US Licensed Pharmacies 

■ Over 500,000 customers since 1 998 

www.AccessRx.com » H8B 


ORDER NOW, ONLINE, BY PHONE OR MOBILE DEVICE - HABLAMOS ESPANOL 




i^' 


CAN YOU HAVE PERMANENT OR 
^ENLARGEMENT FOR A LIFETIME? 


Dr. Bross advises erection size can be 3 inches bigger and 
can have eniargement for a iifetime when you continue to take 
PRO-fPLUS PiLLS. Size can be bigger in iess than 40 days. 
Speciai 360 days prices. Choose Originai, Advanced or Uitimate. 

PRO+PLUS LQ ACCELERATOR LIQUID pn. . p, .treME 

Works with any Pro-t-Pius Piiis. , T ” 5 . / " 

FREE WITH ANY 360 DAYS SUPPLY OF For immediate Erections. 

PRO+PLus PILLS Effective Up To 1 2 Hours. 

FREE BOTTLE WITH ANY PRO+PLUS FORMULA 

I’m Linda 

PRO+PLUS MYTMAX My husband took the 
AcceleTtaHearhor 

sSrSr 

SUPER FORMULAS 
SPECIAL OFFER 
See FREE Special Below 
SEXCITER LIQUID Excites women. 

ATTRACT-A-MATE Pheromones make 
women desire you. 

PERFORMUi™^EAIVI Erection Cream 
' myTmax 

ijinlpfiLaN] raa Iriiwr IcT. j Testosterone 

I booster 


m* 

PIUS 


What a difference 3" makes. 

REACH YOUR MAXIMUM POTENTIAL 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

■rij CALL TOLL FREE ANYTIME 
Se Habla Espanol 

1 - 800 - 378-4689 









m 
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I AVID PRO MEDICAL dept. 56MAA 
1 18720 Oxnard St., Suite 103 
Tarzana, CA. 91356 


Original Advanced Ultimate 

For men who are For the men with For men with any size penis, 
now 6 inches or a size iess than Does Not Contain Yohimbe 
more. average. And L-Arginine. 


P Check p Money Order P Cash 


CREDIT CARD NO. DVisa □MasterCard QAmex Q Discover 


Quantity 60 Days Supply 
120 Days Supply 
240 Days Supply 
360 Days Supply 


n $45 [ 

I $50 


] $60 

□ $80 

$ 

I $80 1 

1 $90 


\ $110 

□ $140 

$ 

" $110 

] $130 


" $160 

□ $200 

$ 

□ $150 [ 

J $170 


] $210 

□ $240 

$ 


PRO+PLUS XTREME FREE BOTTLE WITH ANY PRO+PLUS EORMULA 


EXPIRES: Month/Year CVS CODE: 3-digit Code on back of card or 4-digit on front of Amex 


NAME (print) (I am over 18 and agree to the terms of avidpromedicai.com) 

I ADDRESS 


1 Bottle (8 Capsules) $1 4.95 FREeQ $ 

1 Bottle 48 Capsules $48.75 $ 

PRO+PLUS LQ ACCELERATOR LIQUID FREE WITH ANY 360 DAYS SUPPLY OF PRO+PLUS PILLS 

1 Bottle $25.00 each FREE □ $ 

Super Formulas Select ONE FREE With Any Pro+Plus Pills Order. 


I CITY/STATE/ZIP 

I EMAIL ADDRESS (optionai) PHONE NUMBER (optionai) 

Orders discreetly shipped with UPS or Priority Mail. Foreign Orders - Add $25.00 S&H. 

[ COPYRIGHT ©1 996 PRO+PLUS is a trade name of Avid Pro Medical. Individual results may vary. 
These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, 
eJreat^re or_Breven_t_any disease. 


Three Free With Any 360 Days Supply Of Pro+Plus Pills 

Sexciter Liquid to Excite Women $25.00 each FREE 

Attract-A-Mate to Attract Women $25.00 each FREE 

Perform Enhancement Cream $25.00 each FREE 

TOTAL PURCHASE: $ ' 

CA Residents add 9% sales tax: $ . 

Shipping, Rush Service and Insurance $20.00 VALUE ONLY $ 14.95 | 

TOTAL ENCLOSED OR CHARGED: $ 

— ^96Bj 


$ 

$ 
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THE FINAL FRONTIER 


SUVS GO 
ULTRA-LUXE 


> 


“We will solve the problem that 
you cannot spend more than 
$160,000 on an SUV,” deadpanned 
Bentley boss Wolfgang Durheimer 
about the company’s forthcoming Bentayga 
off-roader. Durheimer was only half-joking: It 
appears there are indeed enough people in the 
world willing to spend four times or more the 
average annual wage in America on an SUV to 
justify Bentley spending hundreds of millions of 
dollars developing one for them. 

Bentley. First World problems solved here. 

Durheimer expects the Bentayga to boost 
Bentley’s global sales to 15,000 vehicles a year 
when it launches in 2016. And while that total 
is still only about two-thirds the total number of 
vehicles Toyota sells worldwide every single day, 
it represents a 50 percent increase in Bentley’s 
output. Small wonder, then, that other ultra-luxe 
brands are jumping on the SUV bandwagon. 
Daimler is planning a Mercedes-Maybach version 
of the next-gen Mercedes-Benz GL. Lamborghini 
has already shown potential customers its Urus 
SUV. Aston Martin’s Geneva show concept, the 
DBX, will morph into a sporty four-door hatch- 
type SUV along the lines of an upscale Range 
Rover Evoque. And Rolls-Royce has announced it 
will build a “high-bodied car” that “can cross any 
terrain,” which sounds like how they’d describe 
an SUV on “Downton Abbey.” 

A vehicle genre that began with the Jeep 
Grand Wagoneer in the early 1960s and has 


since spread worldwide is about to cross the 
final frontier. 

Not that long ago the DNA all SUVs shared 
with the seminal off-roader, the World War II 
Jeep, was fairly obvious; they were wagon-style, 
four-wheel-drive, off-road vehicles wrapped in a 
veneer of car-type luxury, with stuff like carpets, 
sound systems, air-conditioning, nice seats, 
alloy wheels, and power windows tacked on. 
With rare exceptions — most notably, Britain’s 
Range Rover — they were little more than trucks 
in a tux, and drove that way. These days, though, 
about the only thing many modern SUVs share 
with traditional off-roaders is high ground clear- 
ance, a high seating position, and a moderately 
flexible interior package. Everything else — even 
all-wheel drive in some cases — is optional. 

Ironically, as the attributes that define them 
have become less ... definitive, SUVs have 
become a much more viable vehicle type for 
automakers whose laserlike focus on their brand 
would have in the past prevented them from 
even considering the idea. Like Lamborghini, 
Rolls-Royce, and Bentley. 

Lamborghini created the LM002 as a military 
vehicle concept, so there is perhaps precedent 
for the Urus; Lawrence of Arabia once said 
the Rolls-Royce armored cars — built on Silver 
Ghost chassis — he took through the desert 
in the Middle East during World War I were 
“more valuable than rubies,” so the idea of an 


all-terrain vehicle carrying the Spirit of Ecstasy 
mascot isn’t entirely far-fetched; the Sultan of 
Brunei had Bentley hand-build six SUVs in the 
mid-’90s, so the Bentayga might not be an 
outrageous leap of faith. But these are tenuous 
links at best, obscure factoids beloved of car 
geeks rather than a credible basis for launching 
whole new vehicle lines. 

SUVs will work for these ultra-luxe brands for 
the same reason they work for Chevy and Ford 
and Toyota: People like riding high so they get a 
good view in the traffic, they like something they 
can drive in all weather on all roads, and they like 
a vehicle that offers more passenger and load- 
carrying flexibility than a regular sedan without 
looking like a station wagon or a minivan. 

The folks at Rolls-Royce and Bentley see 
SUVs as additive to their businesses — existing 
customers will buy one to keep alongside their 
Phantoms and Mulsannes — while the Urus and 
DBX will likely bring people to Lamborghini and 
Aston Martin who would never have considered 
owning one of their sports cars. And, more impor- 
tant, all have the potential to deliver healthy profit 
margins because the capability their owners want 
can be largely delivered via electronics and soft- 
ware rather than unique, expensively engineered, 
Rubicon-busting hardware. 

One potential Bentayga owner summed it up 
this way: “If you can afford a Bentley SUV, your 
boat is too big to tow.” ■ 



All SUVs once shared DNA with the seminal off- reader, the WWII Jeep. 
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THE JNIERNEr JUST GOT 
A WHOLE LOT FASTER! 



Get your horsepower adrenaline charge on the Motor Trend Channel. 
From first drives and tests of the hottest new supercars, muscle cars 
and luxury vehicles, to epic drives on the world's greatest roads^ 
to the incredible machinery and personalities from beyond the 
automotive mainstream, the Motor TVend Channel has it all. 


THE MOTOR TREND CflANNEL. 

WE OMVE IT. WE RIDE nr. WELfrarr. 
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One man, one engine. 

One unrivaled drive. 

Introducing the all-new 2016 Mercedes-AMG GT S 


leaChetJ j new erjs m pei ntnovptir-" Jim SpOilineSS. incrodiicing tlie ^lU-ne^V 2016 

Mercedes-AMG GT S. Handcrafted by a master engine builder, the -. 1 ^ lilri M33 lip hi iiuUo V ft . 
engineering masterpiece, and truly the embodiment of the “one man, one engine” AMG philosophy. "hiSr along with ds 
L|lli;i ii^hl .K|>L-::=:' fi.inn.' jipd npjlun.il WH.:3v!;h| ili.sLjilHJiHkii, in.ixc-S iciF hH> dyniniilC df V icsicf -.-vCi 1^== 20 Iq 
Mercedes-AMG GT S-designed for the open road, engineered to dominate the racetrack. Visit MBUSA.gt?m/GTS 


DRIVIFfG PfBfOHMANCf 


Mercedes-Benz 

\hr li+^sr m- Hill liiiiLi. 


2016 Mercedes-AMG GT S shown in Solar Beam Yellow metallio paint with optional equipment. ©2015 Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC 


For more information, cail 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.com. 


